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Yale HIS Hifliry has no need of 4 
| = Preface, but cuſlom requires all 


EAT Wn & no 
| key to the Names, no light con- 
cerning the Fadts, nor the lam hints to enable 
you to gueſs at any thing more than your own. 
knowledge ſhall fugge/ſt. The Manuſcript was 
found among the papers of a Gentleman who was - 
well known in the world, and ſome care has been _ 
taken to cloath it in 7 Aile, : 
leſſening the ſimplicity the Narration, or the 
pgs, the 8 The whole breathes Love, 3 
Honour, and Virtue, Let it depart with ſuch 
auſpicious omens, and owe its ſucceſs only to. it 
merit. | 


Ii muft, however, be otun d, that it will have a 

double charm for Readers who have ſome knowledge 

of the principal Characters; but let them take care 
WET A 2 not 


* _ 
: o = Y * 14 


wn confound our Heroine with a Fair Circaffian, 


PREFACE. 


whom an ae Fi of ow th and 
med, and toboſe Hiſtory not z 
2 of bin. WY 


All ſamples of Turkiſh Eridtion, which wou 14 
only have dere the narration, are where 
care ully retrench'd ; foreign names, which would 
admit of a change, are render'd by Engliſh ones ; 
Seraglio is uſed inſtead of Harem, which is the 
name of private Seraglios ; Market in _ 
Bazar, &c. This is done for the hes 
who are not familiar with accounts of 2 — 
in moſt of which all ſuch terms are enplain d. 


HALL I not render myſe'f 
ſuſpected by the confeſſion with 
= which I ſet out? 1 am in love a 
wich the beautiful Greek whoſe 
of \ Hiſtory 1. am. going to write. 

N . Who will think . me ſincere in 
the recital of my pleaſures, or my pains ? Who 
will not miſtruſt my deſcriptions and my enco- 
miums ;? Will not- the violence, of my paſſion 
change the nature of every thing which I ſee 
or do? In a word, what truth can be ex 
from a pen which is guided by love? Theſe 
are the Reaſons which how's keep the reader 
upon his guard. But a ſagacious one will im- 
mediately conclude that 1. — 'd not have de- 
clar'd them with ſo much frankneſs, were R 
not at the ſame time in my power to take off 
all their force. I was, I confels it again, a long 
while in love; and I flatter m Ie perhaps - 


even at preſent, with being more free than I 
A 3 n rely 


5 We Fair Greek. 


or abated. The tafte which J affected to ſhow 


really am from this fatal poiſon. But then I 
have known only the rigors of love. I never 
taſted of its pleaſures, nor even of its illuſions, 
which, in the temper I then was, I ſhould, 
without doubt, wg bay a real 
I am a repulſed, and even a betray'd Lover, if 
I may credit appearances, which I ſhall ſubmit 
to the judgment of my. Readers. I was how- 
ever eſteem'd by her i adored, liſten'd to as a 
Father, reſpected as a Maſter, conſulted as a 
Friend. What a Return for ſuch an affection as 
mine! And as ſome of its anguiſh ſtill hangs 
about me, can I be ſuſpeded to draw too 
flattering a portrait of the ungrateful Fair, who 
has been the conſtant plagu of my life. 

I was charged with his Majeſty's affairs in a 
Court,” with the cuſtoms and intri of which 
no one was better acquainted. advan 
which J had at arrival at Condtantinegk, 
of perfectly LEES the Turkiſh Lan- 
guage, procured me almoſt at once ſuch a 
degree of familiarity and reſpect 2 few Mi- 
nifters arrive at till aſter a long time of pro- 
bation; and the ſele ſingularity of ſeeing a 
Frenchman almoſt as much a Turk, if I may 
be. allow'd the expreſſion, as the Natives of 
the Country, gain'd me many marks of reſpect 
and diftin on, which were never diſcontinued 


for the cuſtoms and manners of the Turks, 
Was a means of encreafing their affeftions for 
me; and they went ſo far as to fancy that 
I could not be fo much like themſelves, without 
being well diſpoſed towards their religion. And 
this thought heighten'd their eſteem . for = Ky 
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beet to mona, 2 in de pace d ag 


e duties of mip Lhnplofanent wDujw'T'rihs + 


of a general! acquaintance, 


many opportunities - 
and 1 immediately” 
my curioſity, as to draw from 


did not appex nge to me, but that 1 


hoped I ſhould 3 9 as quick a reliſh of 


My 6dly fear was, that I ſhou'd 
i fin my deſires with regard 
great conſtraint in which 
— 1 7 — Aeuhe 
feeing them, had already made me reſolve to 
ſtifle all inclinations of this kind, ces 


Torkiſk Lords, who were moſy famous for their 


delicacy wick regard to their women, and 


moſt magnificent in their Seraglios.- 
often treated me at their 


As they 


palaces with 


and diſtinction, I uſed” to wonder, that 
they never 


in the midſt of their entertainments, 
dropped one word conee 
their gallantries, and that their moſt open and 
free converſations never turned upon any thing 
but their feaſtings; their hunting-matches, and 
fuch little acciden® of the Cu and City as 

| A + 1 a 


I cou d. I was belides 


„ 


the objects of 


LE 


ee e eee 


there is of even 


ſuch 2 that I found myſelf almoſt as free 
and ar in a City in which Þ had hardly: 


4 * 6.4 
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8 The ; Fair * Greek. | | 
 _ affordedimatterof raillery. Irefolvedtobe as much 
upon the reſerve as they, and often pitied them 
for abridging themſelves, by an exceſs of jealou- 
ſy, or thro”. a want of taſte, of the moſt agtee- 
agle ſubjects which enliven converſation. But 
I did not apprehend their views: They meant 
to make a trial of my diſcretion; and as they 
ſuppoſe our Countrymen to have a regard to 
merit in women, they agreed, as it were by 
conſent, to let me, of my on accord, diſcover 
my inclinations with regard to this matter. 
This was at leaſt the judgment which they 
_—_ gave me grounds to form of their con- 
N ue” Peg W 4009 
N An old Baſſa, who quietly enjoy'd the riches 
Which he had heaped up in a long poſſeſſion of 
his office, had ſhew'd me many marks of eſteem, 
Which 1. endeavour'd to return by continual 
teſtimonies of gratitude - and affection. His 
houſe was become as familiar to me as my 
i on. I was well acquainted with all the apart- 
| | ments of it, except that of the women, towards 
| 
| 


vrhich I took care never to caſt my eyes. He 

obſerved this affectation, and not doubting but 

that I knew at leaſt the ſituation of his Seraglio, 

often engaged me to walk with him in his gar- 

den, into which one part of the building looks. 

1 In ſhort, perceiving that I was obſtinately ſilent, 
= he ſaid to me with a ſmile, that he admired 
my diſcretion. Vou can't but know, adds he, 

* - that I have beautiful women, and neither your 
age nor complexion can inſpire you with much 
indifference. for the Sex. J am ſurpriſed that 

your curioſity has not made you wiſh to ſee 

them. I know your cuſtoms, replied I very 
r WA: coldly, 


- — 
3 
2 
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coldly, and wou'd not deſire you to diſpenſe 
with them in my favour. A little knowledge 
of the world, continued I, looking upon him 
with the ſame air, gave me to underſtand, on 
my arrival in this country, that ſince ſo many 
precautions are taken with regard to women, 
curioſity and indiſcretion muſt be the two vices 
which are the, leaſt ſupportable here.. Why 
ſhou'd J run the riſk of giving my friends pain 
by aſking what might diſpleaſe them? He 
highly commended my anſwer; and confeſſing 
that many inſtances of the raſhneſs of the French 
had given the Turks an ill opinion of their 
Gallants, he ſeem'd the more pleas'd-to find my 
ſentiments ſo juſt and reaſonable. He immedi- 
ately offer'd me a ſight of his women, and I 
accepted, tho with no ſeeming eagerneſs, of. the 
favour. We enter' d into a place, the deſeription 
of which is not neceſſary to my deſign; tho“ E 
was ſo much ſtruck with the order and cecond= 
my of it, that I cou'd r. give a wy circum- 
ſtantial one. | 
The Baſle 8 women, who were two and twen- 
ty in number, were all by, cages a hall ap- 
pointed for their exerciſes. They were ſeparate - 
ly employ d, ſome in painting of flowers, ſomm 
in embroidering, and other kinds of needle- work, 
according to their talents and inclinations, which 
they had the liberty of following. Their cloaths: . 
ſeem' d to me to be the ſame; the colour of them 
at leaſt was uniform. But their head-dreſſes 
were different; and ſuited, I found, to the air of 
their faces. A great number of Domeſtics" of 
both ſexes, of whom however I obſerved, that; 
thoſe who appear'd to be of my own were Eu- | 


/ 


10 The Fair Greek. 
-nuchs, ſtood in the corners of the hall, ready to 
obey their commands. Rut this croud of Slaves 
retired as ſoon as —_—_— and the two and 

twenty Ladies riſing up, without going from 
their places, ſeem Ti — — for the orders of 
their Lord, or to learn the occaſion: of a viſit 
at which they were evidently very much fur- 
priſed. I view'd them all one after another: 
Their ages ſeem'd unequal ; but as I did not ob- 
ferve any above thirty, ſa neither did I fee 


any fo young as I expected, there being none 


. who were leſs than fixteen or ſeventeen, 

Cheriber, that was the name of the Baſſa, 
order'd them in à very courteous manner to 
come to him, and having told them in a few 
words who I was, defir'd them to do ſamething 
for my amuſement. They order'd ſeveral in- 
ſtruments to be- brought, upon which ſame of 
them began 2 while others danced in a 
——— — This entertain 
ment having laſted upwards of an hour, the 
Baſſa order f ſomething to refreſh them, which 
was diſtributed in every part of the ball, in 
which the Ladies had again taken their ſeveral 
I had not as 2 et had any occaſion to 
At laſt he me my opinion of this 
gallant Aſſembly; and taking oceaſion from 
my complimenting him upon their charms, 
made many ſenſible reſlections upon the power 
of education and cuſtom, which make the moſt 
lovely women obedient and eaſy in Turky, 

mou I hear, ſays he, that all other nations 

of the troubles and diſorders, which 


| by their beauty. I anſwer' d him 


ou fome 8 22 y to the W 
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Fhe Fair Greek, - mt. 
the Turkiſh Ladies. No, replies he, this is not 
more the character of our women than of thoſe 
of other Countries. Of the two and twenty 
whom you fee: here, there are not four who- are 
Turks by birth; moſt of them are Slaves whom 
IT bought without diſtinction. And directing 
my eyes to one of the youngeſt. and moſt ami- 
able, that is a Greek, fays he, whom I have not 
had above fix months, and know not out of 
whoſe hands ſhe came. The charms of her per- 
ſon and mind engaged me to take her at æ ven- 
ture, and you ſee her as contented with her 
condition as her companions. Confideringhow- 
ever the extent and vivacity of her Genius, I 
ſametimes wonder that ſhe cou'd ſo foon ſubmit 
to our cuſtoms, and can find no other reaſon for 
it but the force of example and uſe. You may talk 
with her a little, ſays he, and I ſha}l be much miſt - 
taken if you don't diſcover in her all the merit 
which among you raiſes women tothe molt exalts - 
ed ſtations, and qualifies them for the maſt weigh= 
ty affairs. | 11 
I went to her. Her genius inclined her to 
painting; and ſeeming but little attentive to what 
was doing in the hall, ſhe had no ſooner leſt off 
dancing, but ſhe re- aſſumed her pencil. Aſter 
ſome excuſes for the liberty I took of interrupt- 
ing her, I could think of nothing better to ſay 
than what I had heard from Cheriber. I con- 
ed her therefore upon the qualities which - BK 
greatly endeared her to her Maſter; and in- 
ing her that I knew how long ſhe had beens 
there, wonder d how ſhe cou'd, in fo ſhort Aa 
time, be fo perfectly conformable to the cuſtoms - | 
5 | anſwer 


12 The Fair Greek. 
anſwer was very ingenuous. As a woman, ſays 
| he, has no felicity to hope for but that of plea- 

ny her Maſter, I ſhall think myſelf very happy, 
if Cheriber entertains the opinion which he gave 

you of me; and ſince I am influenced by this 
motive, you can't be ſurpriſed that I have fo eaſily 
brought myſelf to ſubmit to the laws which he 
has enacted for his Slaves. This unfeigned de- 
votion to the will of an Old Man, in a lovely 
girl, who cou'd not be above ſixteen, ſeem'd to 
me much more admirable than all that the Baſla 
had told me of her. I thought I obſerved, by 
her air as well as her words, that what ſhe ſaid 
really came from her heart. The compariſon 
which I made in my own mind between the 
principles of our Ladies and hers, led me with- 
out deſign to ſhow ſome repret at ſeeing her born 
to a condition ſo far inferior to that which ſhe 
merited, by ſuch great condeſcenſion and good- 
nels. I mention'd with ſome concern the un- 
happineſs of Chriſtian Countries, where the 
men, though they do every thing that may con- 
tribute to the Happineſs of the women, though 
they treat them like Queens inſtead of Slaves, 
devote themſelyes' entirely to them, and aſk no 
return but gentleneſs, love and virtue, are almoſt 
always deceived in the choice of a wife, who 

partakes of their name, their rank and fortune. 
And perceiving that my complaints were eager- 
ly liften'd to, I went on to ſpeak of the felicity 
of a French huſband, who ſhould be ſo happy as 
to find in the Companion of his life the virtues 
which are, as it were, thrown away upon the 
Turkiſh Ladies, ſince they are ſo unhappy as 


never to meet with the returns they * Los 
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This converſation, in which I own the com- 
paſſion with which I was moved, gave the Fair 
Greek but few opportunities of anſwering me, 
was interrupted by Cheriber. He perceived per- 


haps the warmth 2 which I talk'd to his Slave; 


but as my heart did not reproach me with —4 
breach of confidence, my air. was 
and unconcerned. His diſcourſe had not he 
leaſt tincture of jealouſy. On the contrary,” he 
promiſed — cn to give me the ſame enter 
tainment, provided 1 found any amuſement 
in it. 12770 

[ refrain'd from going to "ſee him again 
ſome days, with a view of preventing all ſuſ- 

icion, by affecting an indifference for women. 
| — in a viſit which he made me to reproach me 
with my neglect, a Slave of his train gave a 
letter to my Valet de Chambre, which he deli- 
ver'd to me in the ſame cautious manner he re- 
ceived it. Having open'd it, I found it was 
written in Greek characters, which I did not un- 
derſtand, tho*'I had begun to learn the Lan- 
guage. 1 immediately ſent for my Maſter, who 
paſſed for a very good Chriſtian, and deſired him 
dexplain it, pretending that it had fallen into 
my hands by chance. He tranſlated it for me, and 
I preſently found that it came from the young 
Greek, with whom J had the converſation which 
I have mention'd in the Baſſa's Seraglio; but 
the contents of it were ſuch as I cou'd not have 

expected. After ſome reflections upon the 
wretchedneſs of her condition, ſhe conjured me, 
by the eſteem which I expreſs'd for women who 
loved virtue, to uſe-my. intereſt to Sits her out of 
Wanna. 11. > oi a oat 
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I had "conceived no ſentiments for her but 
thoſe of admiration, which were the natural 
tribute of her charms; and, according to the rules 
which I had laid down for my conduct, nothing 
was ſo contrary to my intentions as the engagin 
in an adventure, — which I might reaſona 
ex more pain than pleaſure. I did not 
doubt but that the young Slave, charmed with 
the picture which I had drawn in a few words 
. "of the is of our women, was dif 
with living in a Seraglio; and hoping to find in 
me all the diſpoſitions which I boaſted of in my 
Countrymen, was defirous of dra me into 
an intrigue : And reſlecting upon the danger of 
the enterpriſe, I was the more confirm'd in my 
firſt reſolution. My natural defire however of 
obliging an amiable woman, whoſe condition I 
ſuppoſed to be very wretched, put me upon 
thinking whether it was impoſſible to procure 
her Liberty by: honourable methods. I thought 
of trying one which would exerciſe my genero- 
ſry only, and that was to pay the price of her 
ranſom ; but the fear of affronti the Baffa by 
fuch an offer, made me heſitate about 'ie. 1 hit 
upon a Scheme at laſt which fatished all my 
ſcruples. Being intimately acquainted with the 
Selictar, who is one of the moſt important per- 
ſons of the empire, I reſolved to acquaint him 
with the defire I had of buying a Slave which 
belong'd to Baſſa Cheriber, and to get him to 
* it as though he deſired her himſelf. The 
Selictar conſented, without pretending that 1 
ſhou'd be under any obligation to him for fo 
fight-afervice, and I left the price to him. The 
deference which OY to wha wy 
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dueed him to accept of eaſier terms than I cou 


have expected. The Selictar ſent me word the 
very ſame day that I might have her, and that 
ſhe would coſt me a thouſand cxowns., 
I was highly ſatis fied with laying out my 
money to ſo good a purpoſe; but being gear 
obtaining what I had ſo earneſtly deſised, I 
began to conſider what I muſt do with this 
young Slave, and what cou'd be Ly in 


quitting the Setaglio. Does ſhe deſign ta com 
hither, and look upon my houle as her home 

She is indeed amiable enaugh to deſerve that 
ſome care ſhou'd be taken of her; but, beſides 
the decorum which I am. obliged to obſerve 
with regard ta my Domeſtics, is it pollible thas 
the Baſſa ſhow'd not ſooner or later learn 
where ſhe is? And ſhall I not then run upon 
the rock which L thought I had avoided? This 
thought made me ſo cool in the affair, that 
ſceing the Selictar next day, I diſcover'd. 40 
him ſame ſigns of regret for having employ'd 
him in an affair which wau'd, T apprehended, 
occaſion the Baſſa too much uneafineſs.; and 1 
took my leave of him without mentioning one 
word about ſending him. the thouſand crowns, 


in order to make a viſit to Cheriber. Divided + 


all at once between my deſire of ſerving 
the Slave, the difficulties in which I might in- 
volve myſelf by doing it, and the apprehen- 
ſion of chagrining ing my friend, I ſhou'd have 
been glad of any pretence to have been hand- 
ſomely quit of the affair; and I conſider d 
whether it wou'd not be my beſt way to make 
a, frank confeſſion of the whole matter to the 
Balla himſelf, in order to ee : 


A 9 
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| the Gaceifice which I, as it were, obliged him 
to make, wou'd not colt him too much un- 
eaſineſs. 1 thought a regard for my friend ſo 
reaſonable an excuſe, that 1 might, for the 
fake of it, diſpenſe with gratifying the caprice 
of a woman. My viſit was very agreeable to 
Cheriber ; and his chearfulneſs and ſigns of 
joy preventing my making the diſcovery for 
which I wys prepared. 1 ſuffer'd him to tell 

me, without interruption, that he had lefſen'd 

the, number of his Slaves, by ſelling his Fair 

Greek to the Selictar. He appeared lo eaſy in 

relating the affair, that 1 a judgment of 
his de by his words, I concluded he 

- was not much concerned at his loſs. I alſo 
found afterwards that he had no great incli- 

nation for women; that deſires of this kind 

at his time of life gave him very little diſtur- 

bance, and that the expence he was at in his 

Seraglio was rather to gratify his vanity: than 

any other paſſion. Theſe obſervations having 

removed my ſeruples, I laid aſide all thoughts 
of acquainting him with them, and ſuffer'd 

him to enjoy the ſatisfaction of obliging the 

Selictar, and of having A Jr" title to his ac- 
knowledgments. 

Having invited me to ſpend a little time in 
-his Setaglio, he ſeem'd to me to be at a loſs 
how to, break the>matter to his Slave: She 
knows not, ſays he, that ſhe is going to change 
her Maſter ; and after the many teſtimonies 
which I have given her of my affection, it 
will vex her pride to ſee me ſo eaſily conſent 
to give her up to another. Vou ſhall be a 
| witneſs, adds he, of the manner of our * 


The Fair Greek 77 
for I am going to ſee her for the laſt time 
having told the Selictar that he may ſend for her 
' whenever he pleaſes. I foreſa that this ſcene 
would not be unpleaſant to me, tho' from dif- 
ferent motives from thoſe which mode the Buffs 
fear it would be diſagreeable to him. Not 
. ventured to anſwer her letter, I ex- 

that ſhe would be concerned to find 
that the was to be a Slave in the Selictar's Serag- 
lio. What a puniſhment to hear this in my 
preſence, and not dare to vent her reſentment By 
complaining! She came to me twice, and aſked 
me for an anſwer to her letter; but my only 
reply was, that ſhe ſhou'd have no cauſe to 
repent of her good opinion of me, and that 
I would ſerve her with all the zeal the 5 
pected. 


The Baſſa, inſtead of leading me into "is Fe 


hall, ſent for his Slave into a cloſet, to which 
he order'd that no-body_ elſe ſhow's" be ad- 
mitted. The neftpddatibn of her ſoul-was evi- 
dent to me from the. apprehenſion with which 
ſhe approached us. She cou'd not - ſee me - 
with = Patron without 2 that 
I approved of her deſign, and rought her 
perhaps the welcome knews of liberty; 
the firſt compliment which the Ba N 
her, confirmed her in this opinion. He cad 
her with great good nature and politeneſs, 
that he cou'd not, notwithſtanding "his - 
or affection for her, refuſe to make over” 
is title to her heart to a powerful 
friend: But then, adds he, my conſolatien in 
loſing you is, that you will fall into the hands 
of a man of honour. — is one of the firſt 


it than with the tears of the Fair Greek, 


the Empire, and is enabled by his 
es, and prompted by his inclination, to 


_ quently miſunderſtood, or flighted motives 
which induced her to defire me to ferve her. 
Cheriber did not at all doubt but that her con- 
gern from her unwillingneſs to leave 
him, and ſhe confirmed him in this opinion 
by proteſting, that if ſhe muſt live in the con- 
dition in which Fortune had placed her, ſhe 
withed for no other Mafter : And her grief 
made her join ſuch aſſectionate intreaties with 
this tion, that I ſaw the Baſſa was juſt 
about to relent, and to his promiſe to 
the Selictar. But looking upon his repentance as 
very ſhort-lived, and being much leſs affected 


1 haſten'd to their relief, which I effected by 
letting fall ſome words which made them 
eaſy. You ſhou'd not, fays I to the Slave, 
be fo much concerned, fince the Baſſa parts 
with you only to oblige a friend; and if 

af the happineſs that awaits you, 
| have ſo much intereft with the Selictar, 
that I dare paſs my word that he wilt make 
— >> 2008p of your own fortune. She 
1 


earneſtly upon me, and read my thoughts 
| | | in 


eyes; and there was nothing im what 
| dut what: was agreeable to Che» 
The reſt of our converſation was pleas 


and led ber into: meter . 
poſe he gave her the k& marks of bis a6 
fection. My heart was certainly entirely free, 
I 1 nee bear this: thanght without Ge 


r | 
5 of retreating, I went haue for the 
thouſand crowns, and carried them directly 
to the Selictar. He afked me very nleafantly, 
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no room to doubt of my fincerity. ap- 
inted the time of my ſending for het, .and 
_ 1 waited for it without the leaſt impatience. 
We agreed it ſhould n order to 
«. p conceat 
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conceal this adventure from the Public. I ſent 
my Valet de Chambre, about: nine O clock in 
the evening, in an ordinary coach, and or- 
der d him only to let the Selictar know that 
be came from me. He was told that the 
Selictar would Tee me the next day, and give 
me an account himſelf of the ps which! he 
had taken in my affair. 
This delay gave me no uheafineſs: For 
whatever might be the occaſion of it, I had 
done every thing which generoſity and honour 
required of me; and any pleaſure which I 
might receive from the ſucceſs of my enter- 
prize, cou'd ariſe only from thoſe two motives. 
had, in this interval, ſerioufly conſidered 
of the conduct I ought to obſerve towards this 
young Slave. I found a thouſand, objections 
dgainſt taking her home to my own houſe, 
and reſolved not to own her publickly for my 
Miſtreſs, even tho” ſhe ſhould deſign to reward 
me with her charms for the ſervices I had 
done her. I went to my Language W 
with whom 1 had entruſted the affair. He 
was a married man: I deſired his wife to 
receive the Slave from my Valet de Chambre, 
and pur poſed to go myſe f the next morning, 
and learn from her own mouth what ſg de- 
tired further of me. 

The Selictar had fironger. — han. I 
imagined. ſor not ſending my Slave according 
to agreement. Going to his houſe, the next 
morning, juſt as he was deſigning to come to 
me, I perceived that my viſit gave him ſome 
confuſion. He —,. the queſtion. I aſx'd 


n ; ny embracing me with more ford” 
neſs 
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neſs than I thought was natural in a man of 
his temper, he conjured me to recollect what 
I told him laſt night, in terms which leſt me 
no room to queſtion his being in earneſt. He 
waited till I had confirmed what I had ſaid 
to him before; and then embracing me again 
with an air of more frankneſs than gaiety, 
told me, that he had conceived a violent paſ- 
ſion for Cheriber's Slave, and that he was the 


happieſt of all mortals, ſince he found that! 


was not his Rival, and that he cou'd Have no 
oppoſition to fear from ſo good a Friend. He. 
conceal'd nothing from me. I have ſeen her, 


ſaid he, and ſpent an hour in her company; 


and tho* I did not mention one word of Love, 
her charms have left ſo deep an impreſſion, 
that I cannot live without her. Vou behold 
her not, continued he, with the ſame eyes, 
and I flatter myſelf, as you are inſenſible of 
her charms, that you will readily reſign her 
to your friend. Set what price you pleaſe 
upon her, and let not Cheriber, who was ig; 


norant of her value, be any rule to u. | 


Tho” I did not at all expect a propoſal of 
this nature, after the ſervices which he had 
done me, yet as there was nothing in it con- 
trary to the rules of honour and friendſhip, I 
did not complain; but the motives which firſt 
inclined me to ſerve the fair Slave, made me 
abhor the thoughts of giving her another 
Maſter, contrary to her own inclination z And 
this was the only difficulty which I urged to 
the Selictar. Cou'd you afſure me, ſaid 1, 
that ſhe returns your paſſion, or that ſhe is 
at leaſt willing to be yours, I call Heaven to 

. - witneſs, 


is hopes, and the young 
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witneſs, that I would readily lay afide all my 
deſigns, and ſhould be 0 far from 8 
pon te aſ for her a ſecond time, that I fhou' 
even you to accept of her; but I Eno) 
chat ſhe would look upon a return to a Seraglio 
as the greateſt evil which could befall her; 
and this is the only reaſon that induced me 
to intereſt myſelf in her affairs. Here he cou'd 
not 332 rocourſe to the principles of 
his Cqyntry. we conſult, ſays he, the 
inclina tions of a Slave? I immediately robb'd 
him of this pretence. Don't call her a Slave, ſays 
I, fince I purchaſed her with no other view than 
to make her free, and ſince ſhe was ſo in fact 
the moment ſhe came out of the hands of 
He was greatly ſurpriſed at this declaration. 
And as I was not willing to loſe his friend- 
ſhip, I added, that it was not impoſſible 
but that the paſſion and offers of a man of 
his rank and fortune might make an impreſ- 
fion upon the heart of a girl of her age, and 
gave him my word that L-wou'd readily com- 
phy with any thing to which ſhe ſhou'd vo- 
luntarily conſent 1 d the putting 
her to the trial immediately. This revive 
eek was calld 
in. I undertook to explain the ſentiments of 
the Selictar, but took care to let her know, 
that ſhe was to be entirely free in her choice, 
and might determine juſt as ſhe pleaſed. You 
are mine, fays 1 to her; I bought you of 
'*  Cheriber by means of the Selictar. My deſign 
db to make you happy, and an opportunity 
now offers of doing it. Lou may here find, 
I. | in 


1 
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in che Nee you, and 
in an  afluence of all things, wh 
in vain ſeek for in all other part 
The Selictar, who appr oa I faid, and 
thought m ve was ea 
to make hey 17 — joe no 
He call'd his Prophet to witneſs that ſhe fhou d 
be advanced to the firſt rank in the nn 
and gave her a deſcription of all the pl 
which awaited her, and of the number of — | 
2 bn She Heard 


N app 
any from ſuch a man as the Selictar, yet this' 
precaution did not, for many reaſons, ſeem to 
me to be needleſs. The Turks, the oy ibey- . 
no meaſures. with their Slaves, have a 
regard for women that are free. Being 
rous therefore of ſheltering her from the 


Gel- 


woo, 4 


of her condition, Follow your inclinations, 745 5 2 


I, and don't be — by your fears of 
me or of body elſe; for you are no longer 
a Slave, end] hotly give you up all A 
and title to . liberty. 

She very well rin behaves 
towards women that are free. Whatever 
tranſports of joy therefore my declaration gave 
her, her firſt care was to aſſume the air and 
countenance which ſhe though, utabl 30 th 
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change of her condition. I admir'd the grace- 
ful modeſty which immediately diffuſed itſelf 
all over her facg. She was leſs ſolicitous to 
make her acknowledgments to me, than to let 
the Selictar underſtand what conduct her duty 
wou' d oblige her to obſerve, after the benefit 
which I had conferr'd upon her. He was him- 
ſelf compell'd to own the reaſonableneſs of 
her behaviour, and expreſſing his reſentment: 
only by his filence, ſeemed inclined to grant 
her the liberty which ſhe defired of leaving 
him. I knew not whither ſhe deſigned to go; 
but being herſelf ſurpriſed that I did not let 
her know my pleaſure, ſhe came and aſked 
me. I did not think proper to enter into par- 
ticulars before the Selictar, and aſſuring her that 
ſhe ſhou'd always find me ready to ſerve her 
to the utmoſt of my power, I led her to the 
door, and there deliver'd her into the hands of 
my - ſervants; ordering them to conduct her 
privately to the houſe of my Language-Maſter. 
There are at Conſtantinople a ſort of vehicles 
on purpoſe for the uſe of women. 
I was ſurpriſed that the Selictar, inſtead of 
oppoling her going away, did himſelf order the 
doors to be open'd, and that he received me 
-at my return -with a very compoſed counte- . 
nance, He entreated me, in the ſame calm 
manner, to hear what he had been thinking of. 
I applaud, ſays he, your great generolity, in con- 
cerning yourſelf with the welfare of this young 
Greek, and think it ſo difintereſted, that it 
excites my admiration. But ſince you judge 
her worthy of it, your opinion adds ſtrength. 
to the paſſion with which ſhe has inſpired me. 


She 
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She is free, continued he, and I don't blame 
you for taking more care of her ſatisfaction 
than mine. But I have one favour to aſk, 
of which I promiſe to make no ill uſe. 
It is not to let her leave this City without my 
knowledge. I'll ſoon releaſe you from your 
promiſe, adds he; for you know my 
mind in four days at fartheſt, I made no 
difficulty of granting him ſo ſmall a favour, ' 
For being - apprehenſive left he. ſhou'd have 
retain'd ſome reſentment of my conduct, I 
was glad to preſerve his eſteem and friendſhip 
at ſo eaſy a rate. oh dg = 
Some affairs which I had to tranſact that 
day, obliged me to defer viſtting my young 
Greek *till the evening. I happen'd to meet 
with Cheriber, who told me that the Selictar 
was extreamly pleaſed with his Slave. Their 
ſeeing one another muſt have been after TI left 
him. His prudence in concealing our adven- 
ture, encreaſed my good opinion of him; and 
Cheriber greatly heighten'd that which he had 
of me; and aſſured me, from what the Selictar 
had ſaid, that I had not in the world two 
friends who were more entirely devoted to my 
ſevice. I received this compliment with all the 
acknowledgments it deſerved. Not being very 
much concerned to conſider in what theſe 
freſh aſſurances of friendſhip, and the promiſe 
which the Selictar had required of me, wou'd 
end, my heart and mind were both perfectly 
eaſy, and nothing had wrought any alteration 
in either of them, when I went to the Lan- 
guage Maſter's in the evening. 15 
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T was told that the young Greek, who had 
already changed the name of Zara, by which 
ſhe went during her ſlavery, into that of Theofa, 
had expected me with all the ſigns of the 
utmoſt impatience. I went to her, and ſhe 
Immediately threw herſelf at my feet, which 
ſhe embraced with a flood of tears. I endea- 
vour'd in vain for a _ time to raiſe her 
up. Her ſighs were at firſt the only languague 
that I heard ; but as her paſſions ſubſided, ſhe 
call'd me a thouſand times her Deliverer, her 
Father, her Guardian Angel. It was impoſſible 
for me to moderate the tranſports with which her 
foul was fo entirely poſſeſs' d. And being 
moved myſelf even to tears with ſuch lively 
expreſſions of gratitude, I had not power to 
put a ſtop to them, but was forced to leave 
her at liberty to vent the overflowings of her 
heart. At laſt, when. I perceived that ſhe was 
a little recover'd, I took her in my arms, and 
having placed her in a chair, fat down by 
her. | | 5 

When ſhe had taken breath a little, ſhe 
repeated with more order what, with broken 
accents, ſhe had twenty times begun before, 
and been as often interrupted by torrents of 
paſſion. She admired my goodneſs ; thank'd 
me in the moſt affectionate manner for my 
benefits ; ardently pray'd to Heaven to reward 
me with its choiceſt bleſſings for ſervices which 
| the ſhou'd never be able to return; ſaid that 
' the did herſelf the greateſt violence in ſup- 
prefling her tranſports before the Selictar; that 


me had not ſuffer'd leſs from the delay of 


my viſit, and that ſhe ſhou'd be-more gn 
PST than 


than ſhe was in her ſlavery, unleſs I believed 
it would be the conſtant ſtudy and buſi- 
neſs of her life to make herſelf worthy of 
my favours. I interrupted her, to aſſure her, 
that ſuch lively and ſincere acknowledgments 
greatly outweigh'd all my ſervices: And with 
a view of diverting her tranſports, which-were - 
I ſaw ready to burſt out again, I begg'd ſhe 
wou'd be ſo kind -as to inform me how long 
ſince, and by what misfortune ſhe loſt her 
liberty. | 

My heart can bear me witneſs, that not- 
withſtanding the charms of her perſon, and 
the moving diſorder in which I faw her 
at my feet, and in my arms, 1 hitherto 
felt no ſentiments for her but thoſe of 
compaſſion. My natural delicacy prevented 
any of a more tender kind for a girl 
who came out of the hands of a Turk, and 
in whom I expected nothing but exterior 
merit, which is not uncommon in the Sera» 
glios of the Levant. Thus have I the merit 
of performing a very generous action, and yet 
many rigid Chriſtians will, I doubt not, con- 
demn me for it. He ought, will they ſay, to 
have employ'd the money which he laviſh'd 
away on his pleaſures, in the ſervice of Reli- 
g'on, or in the redemption of miſerable Cap» 
tives. I ſubmit this adventure to the judgment 
of my Readers; but if the beginning of it de- 
ſerves to be cenſured, I fear the ſequel will 
not be thought more excuſeable. _ 74 

The leaft hint of my deſires ſeeming. to 
have the force of a law with Theofa, ſhe pro- 
miſed to tell me very ſincerely all that ſhe 
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knew of her birth and adventures. As long 
ſince, ſaid ſhe, as I can remember any thing, 
T lived in a City of the Morea, where my 
father paſſed for a ſtranger. As he always 
concealed from me the place of my birth, it is 
upon his WR only that I ſuppoſe my- 
ſelf to be of a Greek extraction. He was 
very poor, and not having talents to make 
himſelf otherwiſe, brought me up in great 
poverty; but I can't recollect any circumſtan- 
. ces of a diſtreſs of which I was too young to 
be ſenſible. I was hardly fix years old when I 
was carried to Patras. The plenty which I 
found there after a life of indigence, made 
impreſſions on my mind which are not yet 
worn out, 1 lived with my father; but had 
been ſome years in this City before I rightly 
underſtood my condition, or for what I was de- 
ſigned. My father, tho' he was not a Slave 
himſelf nor had fold me, was detain'd in the 
ſervice of the Turkiſh Governor. Some little 
charms which he found in my perſon, had ſer- 
ved to recommend him to that Gentleman, 
who promiſed to maintain him as long as he 
lived, and to have me carefully educated, with 
no other condition but that of being deliver'd 
up to him, as ſoon as I ſhould arrive at an-age 
that was fit for his purpoſes. My father, be- 
ſides his board and lodging, obtain'd a ſmall 
poſt; and I was educated under his care, by 
aà female Slave of the Governor, who when 
was hardly ten years old, began to inform me 
of my happineſs in pleaſing her Maſter, and of 
the views with which he had undertaken my 
education. What was repreſented as the 
5 3 Aw mf greateſt 


ateſt good fortune, appeared to me in no - 
5 Licht The ſplendor of his Seraglio, and 
the happy manner in which F was told they 
lived, excited my impatience. But the Gover- 
nor was ſo far advanced in years, that my fa- 
ther fearing the Advantages which had drawn 
him to Patras, and which he then received, 
wou'd not be for life, began to repent of an 
engagement, the fruits of which would pro- 
bably be of ſo ſhort a continuance. He did 
not as yet communicate his thoughts to me; 
but having nothing to apprehend from the prin- 
ciples in which I had been educated, he enter'd 
into a ſecret correſpondence with the Governor's 
ſon, who had already diſcovered a great inelina- 
tion to women, and made him the ſame pro- 
ſals as his father had agreed to. I was 
ow'd to this young Gentleman, and he con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for me. But being more 
impatient than his Father, and inſiſting that the 
time of their agreement ſhould be ſhorten'd, 1 
was deliver'd up to him at an age when I did 
not know the difference of the Sexes. 
A tafte of pleaſure, you ſee, cou'd no ways 
be the cauſe of my misfortunes, and I may ra- 
| ther be ſaid to have been born in theſe irregu- 
larities than to have fallen into them. It is not 
ſtrange therefore that I never knew either ſhame 
or remorſe on their account. As to any defires 
of an amorous kind, I was a perfect ſtranger 
to them during my commerce with this young 
Turk, which Fatel 
vernor had 
His ſon, my 
care of my education, were all equally con- 
ESD n founded; 


inted for taking me himſelf. 


till the time which the Go- 
ather, and the Slave who had the © 
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founded; but 1 was far from being fo, tho” 1 
thought that the Governor had the beſt title to 
me. He was haughty and cruel; and my 
father having unluckily depended upon his death, 
was in a great perplexity. But being at laſt 
overcome by his fears, he reſolved to run away 
with me, without ſaying any thing to the Slave 
or the young Turk. He was unfortunate m hts 
attempt, and we were both ſeized before we 
reached the gates of the City; but not being a 
Slave, his endeavour to eſcape was not a crime 
for which he was liable to be puniſhed. The 
Governor was however in a great paſſion with 
him, and reproached him with his flight and the 
benefits he had confer'd upon him as 'kinds 
of treachery and theft. I was that very day 
ſhut up in his Seraglio, and was told at night, 
that I ſhou'd have the honour of being enroll'd 
among my Maſter's Women. I look'd upon 
this as a great favour, and not comprehendi 
the reaſons of my father's flight, was furpriſ 
that he ſhould all at once deſire to change our 
Conditions. n 
Being prepared for the honour which was to 
be confer'd upon me, I was at night conducted 
| to the ' Governor's apartment, who received me 
with great complaiſance and tokens of endear- 
ment. At the ſame inſtant word was brought 
him that his ſon was very earneſt to ſee him, and 
that his buſineſs was ſo urgent that it cou'd not 
be put off till the Morning. He was introdu- 
ced, and every body but me order'd to retire: 
They went into an inner room, where they were 
ſome time together: I heard ſome very high 
words, which were follow'd by a noiſe that be- 
TI . ; 8 9 gan 
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gan to alarm me. The ſon ruſhing out with an 
affrighted air, came to me, took me by the hand, 
and entreated me to fly. But afterwards recol- 
lecting no doubt, what he had to fear from the 
Domeſtics, he went away alone, deceived them 
by ſome pretended orders of his father, and left 
me in the condition he found me, trembling with 
apprehenſion, and not daring to go and ſee what 
had happen'd. In about a quarter of an hour 
the Slaves, whom the young Turk had told that | 
his father deſired to be ſo long alone, came to 
me; and finding me in the place where they 
left me, and in a great agony, began to ſuſpect . 
ſome miſchief. They aſked me ſeveral queſtions, 
but not being able to ſpeak, I pointed to the 
inner room; where they found their Maſter 
ſtab'd with a poinard, and weltering in his 
blood. Their ſhrieks ſoon drew together all 
the women of the Seraglio, who aſked me the 
reaſon of ſo tragical a ſcene. I told them what 

1 had heard and ſeen; . and knowing little more 

of the affair than they, teſtihed my ignorance 

and grief by my tears WO BT 
No body doubted but that the Governor 
was kilPd by his Son; and this opinion, which 

was confirm'd by the flight of the young Turk, 
produced à very ſingular effect. The women 
and ſlaves of the Seraglio believing that they 

had now no Maſter, thought of nathing but of 
ſeizing every thing which was moſt valuable 
which came in their way, and of taking the op- 
portunity of the night to eſcape from their, priſon. 
All the doors therefore being ſet wide open,, 
reſolved to go away; and ſo much the father, 
becauſe no body thought it worth their while to 
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ſay or do any thing to comfort or detain me. 
I deſigned to go to my father's apartment, which 
| was near the Seraglio, and whither 1 knew 1 
| cou'd eaſily find my way. I had hardly taken 
| twenty ſteps in the dark, but I fancied I ſaw the 
| Governor's ſon, but was not ſure of it till I ven- 
tured to aſk who he was. He ſaid in a great 
right, that he wanted to know whether his father 
was dead, and if he was, that he would immedi- 
ately ſecure himſelf by flight. I related all I had 
." ſeen, and his grief ſeem'd to me to be ſincere. He 
told me in a few words, that he went to his fa- 
ther with more fear than anger, to inform him of 
} His commerce with me, that his father was ſo 
| enraged at the diſcovery, that he attempted to 
ſtab him with his poniard, and that he could not 
prevent him by any method, but the terrible one 
which he had taken. He deſired me to accom- 
pany him in his flight; but as he was very 
earneftly preſſing me to do it, we were ſurround- 
ed by ſeveral perſons who knew him, and who, 
upon the noiſe of his guilt, were come to appre- 
hend him. I was left at my liberty, and run as 
faſt as I could to my father, who received me 
with tranſports of jour... 
Not caring to act any part in ſo ſhocking a 
ſcene, he immediately propoſed to quit the City, 
and to take me and every —y which he bad 
ſeraped together during his abode at Patras a- 
long with him. He did not tell me what were 
his views in this, and I was too ſimple to ap- 
prehend any thing of them. We were ſuffer'd 
to depart without any obſtruction. But we 
were hardly got out to Sea, when he talk'd to 
me in a manner that very much * 
A 4 2 ou 
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You are young, ſays he, and endow'd by Na- 
ture with every thing that is requſite to raiſe a 
woman to the higheſt Fortune; and I am car- 
rying you to a place, where you may reap 
| benefit from your uncommon qualificati- 
ons: But you muſt bind yourſelf by an oath to 
follow my directions, and he urged me to make 
it in terms which he thought the moſt unvio-" 
lable. I was exceedingly unwilling to complyz 
for having a little reflected on my late com- 
merce, I perceived that in engagements of this 
nature I ſhould find more pleaſure in being 
guided by my own choice than by bis. The 
on of the Governor of Patras, in whoſe hands ' 
I had been, made no impreſſion on my heart; 
while I ſaw ſeveral young men with whom! 1 
ſhould not have been unwilling to have enter'd 
into ſuch a familiarity. Paternal authority how- © 
ever, was too heavy a yoke for me to reſiſt; 
and I was as it were forced to comply with bis 
defire. We arrived at Conſtantinople; and 1 
ſpent the firſt two or three months in acquiring 
the manners and accompliſhments which render 
women agreeable, and are moſt taking in this 
Metropolis. I was not then above fifteen. Mx 
father was continually flattering me with = für- 
tune which would exceed my utmoſt hopes, but : 
without ſaying what it was. One day in his 
return from the City he did not perceive that 
he was follow'd by two men who watch'd him © 
into the houſe, and then calling ſome of the 
neighbours to their aſſiſtance, came in after him. 
They knock'd fo furiouſly at our door that my fa- 
| ther was very much frighten'd, and ſent me into 
the next room. The moment he let them in, he 
was ſeiz d by a man 8 he ſeem d to know; for 
3 | he 
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he was ſtruck quite ſpeechleſs at the ſight of him, 
and remain'd ſome time without anſwering ſeve- 
ral reproaches and accuſations which I heard 
very diſtinctly. He was call'd a traytor, and a 
rogue, who had long eſcap'd the hands of Juſ- 
tice, and who ſhou'd now pay dear for his thefts 
and treachery. He made no attempt to juſtify 
bimſelf, and finding it impoſſible to eſcape, went 
without reſiſtance before a Cadi or Magiſtrate. 


As ſoon as | was a little come to myſelf, I co- 
ver'd my head with a veil, and follow'd-them at 


| 24ã a diſtance; and as cauſes are here tried publick- 
, found but very little difficulty in getting near 


enough to hear what was alledged againſt him, 
and the ſentence, which immediately follow'd his 
confeſhon, He was charged with ſeducing the 
wife of a Greek Lord, whoſe ſteward he was, 
with running away with her, and a daughter of 
two years old, whom ſhe had by her huſband, 
and with robbing his maſter at the ſame time ef 
every thing which he found in the houſe that 
was moſt valuable. Not being able to deny his 
crimes, he only endeavoured to excuſe them, by 
calling Heaven to witneſs that he only yielded to 
the importunities of the Lady, that ſhe alone 
was guilty of the robbery, and that he had not 
made the leaſt advantage of it; having himſelf 
been ſo unfortunate as to be ſtript of all he had, 
and to be reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs. 
When he was aſked what -was become of the 
mother and her daughter, he proteſted they were 
both dead. Notwithſtanding my being deſcend- 
ed from ſuch a father, my grief was juſt ready to 
break forth into cries and tears, when he entreat- 
ed the Cadi to hear him a few words in private. 
What he faid ſeem'd to have ſoften'd the Judge, 
Fs | | "an 
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and ſerved at the leaft to defer the execution of | 
his ſentence. He wag led to priſon, and a de- | 
lay ſo contrary to cuſtom was look d upon as a _. 3 
good omen. As for me, the beſt courſe that! 
cou'd think of in ſuch deplorable circumſtances, © 7 
was to return to our lodgings, and there wait 
the event of ſo melancholy an affair. But com- «; 
ing near the houſe, I faw a great mob about te 
door; and enquiring the occafion of it, was told 
what I knew but too well before, with this ad- 
dition, that all. my father's effects were ſeized: 
For the goods of Criminals it ſeems, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of this city, are all forfeited 
as ſoon as the ſentence of death is pronounced. 
This was ſuch an addition to my ſarrows, that 
not being able to contain myſelf, I conjured a 
Turkiſh woman to have ſome. compaſhon on 
the wretched daughter of the Greek WhO had 
been juſt condemned to die. She lifted up my 
veil to obſerve my countenance, and ſeeming to 
be affected by my tears, led me into her houſe 
with the conſent of her huſband. They greatly 
magnified the ſervices which they tid me, 
and the terror I was in did it yet more. I left 
5 them to diſpoſe of me as they pleaſed, and 
thought I ow'd them the life which they pro- 
miſed to take care of.; I had however the 15 F 
hopes which every body elſe had conceived rh mn 
the delay. of the Cadi. But in a few Days my © © 
Hoſts informed me of my father's execution. 
In a City where I knew no ſoul, at the age 
of fifteen, with ſo little knowledge of the world, 
and ſtung to the het by ſo mortifying a diſ- 
grace, I thought myſelf condemned for the reſt 
of my life to misfortune” and wg | 
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I be deſperateneſs of my condition made me 
reflect on the former part of my life, in order 
to find ſome rule ta conduct myſelf by for the 
future. By all the traces of it which remained, 
I found that my education had turned upon two 
principles; by one I was taught to regard men 
as the only ſource of the felicity of women, 
and by the other, that we might by complaiſance, 
ſubmiſſion and fondneſs, acquire a fort of em- 
pire over them, which would in their turn make 
them dependant on us, and enable us to obtain 
of them every thing that is requiſite to our hap- 
pineſs. Whatever I found incomprehenſible in 
the deſigns of my father, I remembered that all 

bis views were directed towards wealth and 
plenty. As he had taken great pains to culti- 
vate my natural endowments ſince our arrival 
at Conſtantinople, fo he was perpetually tellin 
me that I might reaſonably hope for a thouſand 
advantages above the generality of my ſex. He 
may, therefore, rather be ſaid to have expected 
them from me, than to have had the power of 
procuring them : or, if his addreſs was to open 
me the way and point out the means, I was to 
make thoſe means ſucceſsful, and to procure 
for-him part of the riches to which he made me 
aſpire. And has his death, ſaid I, deprived me 
of the benefits which he has a thouſand times 
told me I have received of Nature? This way 
of reaſoning, which daily gathered new ſtrength, 

ut a thought into my head, by which I fancied 
i might be enabled to diſcharge the debt of gra- 
titude which I owed to my Hoſts. This was 
to tell them in what my father ſuppoſed I might 
be. uſeful, and to inſpire them with the 1 
8 ve + "hopes 
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which he had. I was ſo delighted with 
this ſcheme, that I reſolved to impart it to them 
the next dax. 2 „ 
But a thought which my ſimplicity. had ſug- 
| geſted to me, had not failed to offer itſelf to 
perſons who had much more. experience and 
cunning. Some charms in the face of a Stran- 
r, who had no acquaintance nor friends at 
Conflantinople, were the- only motives which 
induced my Turkiſh Hoſteſs to concern herſelf 
in my affairs. She had in concert with her huſ- 
band laid a ſcheme which ſhe hoped to bring 
me to approve of ; and the very day in which 
I deſigned to acquaint her with mine, was that 
which ſhe had choſen to inform me of hers. 
She aſked me ſeveral queſtions concerning my 
family and the place of my birth, both which 
ſeemed by the anſwers I made to favour her de- 
ſigns. Daviog at laſt complimented me upon 
my beauty, ſhe offered to make me happy even 
beyond my wiſhes, if I would follow ker coun- 
ſels, and give myſelf up to her conduct. I know 
a rich Merchant, ſays ſhe, who is paſſionately _ 
fond of women, and who denies them nothing 
that may contribute to their ſatisfaction. He 
has ten already, but the handſomeſt of them is 
much inferior to you; and as you will certainly 


egngroſs his whole affection, you need not doubt 


* 1 he will do more for you than for all the 
She expatiated very much on the af- 
fluenes in which he lived, and concluded with 
telling ne, that I ought not to queſtion the tef- 
timony of her and her huſband, ſince they had 
both been long employed in his ſervice, and 
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were daily aſtoniſhed at the bleflings which their 
Prophet ſhower'd down on ſo worthy a man. 
She finiſhed this. picture with a great deal of 
art; and I was the rather inclined to like it, be- 
cauſe ſhe had prevented and ſpared me the pain 
and confuſion of communicating my deſign to- 
her. But I found only half of what I aimed at 
in the Lover ſhe propoſed. My father had al- 
ways taught me to aſpire to elevation of rank. 
as well as riches. The name of a merchant 
ſuited ill with my pride: I made this objection to. 
my Hoſts, who were ſo far from allowing it to be 
a reaſonable one, that they inſiſted the more on- 
my accepting the offers which were made me, 
and ſeemed at laſt to be greatly affronted by my. 
ſcruples and reſiſtance. I perceived that what: 
they had affected to leave my choice, had been 
ſettled and agreed on before between them 
ſelves, and perhaps with the Merchant alſo in 
whoſe name they acted. This made me the 


il more averſe from their propoſal ; but diſſem- 


bling my diſpleaſure, I deſired till next morning 
F YL 
The refletions which I made during the reſt 
of the day having encreaſed my reluctance, I 
thought at night. of a project which you would 
attribute to deſpair, were I not to aſſure you that 
I reſolved upon it with great tranquility. As 
ſoon as I imagined. that my Hoſts were aſleep, I 


left their Houſe in the ſame condition in which 


wk TI frſtcame into it, and rambled all alone up and 


-. down the ſtreets of Conſtantinople, with the extra- 
vagant deſign of applying to ſome perſon of di- 
ſtinction to take care of my fortune. A ſcheme 

Whi zh was concerted fo ill could hardly a 
ä 7 well 3. 
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well; but I did not find out this till the morn- 
ing, when having paſt the night in great per- 
plexity, I ſaw no probability of extricating my- 
ſelf out of it even when the day appeared. I 
found no body in the ſtreets from whom I eo 
expect more aſſiſtance than from thoſe I had fore 
ſaken. Though I could eafily diſtinguiſh the 
houſes of the Great, yet I ſaw no probability of 
gaining admiffion ; and my timorouſneſs, with 
which | had ſo long ſtruggled, getting at length 
the better of my courage, I thought my⸗ 
ſelf more wretched than I was immediately 
after the death of my father. I ſhould have 
returned from.whence I came, had it been poſ= 
ſible for me to have found my way thither. 
Being now fully convinced of my folly, I was 
terribly frightened, and looked upon my ruin as 
inevitable, | | 19580 

I was as ignorant all this while of the evils 
which threatened me, as of the means of 
curing the condition I ſought after. My fears 
had no fixt object, and hunger, with which E 
began to be ſorely oppreſt, was at preſent my 
greateſt calamity, Chance, which was my only 
guide, having led me to the Slave- Market, Þ 
alked who a troop of women, who I ſaw drawn! 
up in a rank under an arch, were. I was no 
ſooner told for what they were deſigned, but L. 
looked upon this as a very lucky opportunity for! 


me. I went to them, and taking my poſt at: © 


one end of their. line, flattered myſelf, if I had 


boatted, that I ſhould not be long without” 


theperſeRions of which my father i e 


being taken notice of. As the faces of af mS⁵ "1 


Companions were veiled, I did not — 
| grati 
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atify the deſire which I had of ſhowing mine. 

he Market was now begun; and I could not 
ſee ſeveral perſons buſy in viewing women who 
ſeemed to me of very little value, without being 
very impatient to lift up my veil. No body 
obſerved that I was a Stranger in the troop, or 
gueſs'd at the deſign which brought me thither. 
As ſoon as I ſhewed my face, the ſpectators, 
amazed at my youth and perſon, all flocked 
about me. I heard them enquiring on all ſides 
to whom I belonged, and the Slave-Merchants 
themſelves were ſurpriſed, and aſked the ſame 
queſtion: And as no body could ſatisfy them, 
they applied at laſt to me. I told them I was to 
be ſold, and aſk'd, in my turn, who they were 
who were willing to purchaſe me. So extraor-- 
dinary an adventure drew a ſtill greater crowd 
about me. The Merchants, as well as others, 
offered me terms which I diſdained. Some an- 
ſwered my queſtions concerning their name, 


rank and fortune; which not ſatisfying my am- 


bition, I perſiſted to reject their offers. Another 
accident greatly encreaſed the aſtoniſhment of 
my admirers. I ſaw at adiſtance a woman who 
had ſomething to eat, and being cruelly pinch'd 
by hunger, ran to her, and conjured her to re- 
lieve my urgent neceflity. She granted my re- 
queſt, and I devoured the food ſhe gave me with 
a greedineſs which ſurprized all who ſaw it. I 
beheld compaſſion in ſome, curiolity in others, 
and looks of love and defire in the faces of al - 
mioſt all the men. Theſe impreſſions, which I 
\ fancied I diſcovered, ſupported the opinion 
which I had of myſelf, and perſuaded me that 
this ſcene would end to my advantage. - 
AI er 
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After a thouſand queſtions which I refuſed to 
anſwer, the crowd gave way to a man, who, as 


he was going by, had enquired the occaſion f 


it, and was coming to .ſatisfy his - curioſity. 


Though the reſpe& which was ſhewn him dif 
poſed me to receive him with more complai- 


ſance, yet I did not vouchſafe to reply to the 
queſtions he aſked me, till I had learnt from his 
_ own mouth, that he was Steward or Superin- 
tendant of Baſſa Chet iber. I defired to know 
ſeveral particulars concerning his Maſter, and 
was told that he had been Baſſa of Egypt, and 
was immenſely rich. After this, If you find 
me capable, ſaid I in a whiſper, of pleaſing your 
Maſter, pray be ſo good as to preſent me to 
him. He did not ſuffer me to make this requeſt 
a ſecond time, but taking me by the hand, led 
me to his chariot, which he had quitted to 
come and ſee me. I heard the murmurs of thoſe 


who ſaw me eſcape, and their conjectures upon 


an event which appeared to them more myſte- 
rious than ever, RNS. 

As we went along, the Baſſa's Steward aſk'd 
me what were my views, and by what accident 
a young Greek, as by my dreſs he perceived me 
to be, happened to be in the Market alone, 


at her own diſpoſal. I told him a ſtory which 


was not very improbable, but betrayed in it ſim- 


plicity enough to make him conclude that he 
of the ſervice which 
he was going to do his Maſter. The joy I felt 
hands, made me boſe 


might make an advan 


at falling into ſuch good 
all my views of intereſt, and think of nothing 

but how I might ſhow my gratitude to my be- 
nefactors. I made no objection to the 


ard's 


W- 
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ard's requeſt, of owning that he had bought 
me of a Slave-Merchant, He promiſed on this 
condition to do me ſo many good offices with 
the Baſſa, that I ſhould ſoon obtain the firſt 
rank in his eſteem, and he inſtructed me before- 
hand in the methods I muſt take to pleaſe 
him; and having indeed prejudiced him in my 
favour, my firſt reception fell very little ſhort 
of my moſt raiſed ideas. I was ſettled in an 
ent as magnificent as any of thoſe which 
you ſaw there, and paſled ſeveral days alone, ta 
receive the inſtructions which were to fit me for 
my ſtation: And all this time, in which I had 
the pleaſure of being attended with the greateſt 
aſſiduity, and of being gratified in all my de- 
ſires, and even my moſt extravagant whimſies, 
I was really as happy as any chimerical bleſſings 
could render me. My ſatisfaction was even 
encreaſed, when, after a fortnight's preparation, 
the Baſſa told me that he thought me more ami- 
able than all his other women, and added to 
the favours I had already received, ſuch a pro+ 
ſuſion of new ones as ———— utmoſt wiſhes, 
Age had made him moderate in his deſires, but 
he viſited me regularly ſeveral times a day; and 
my: vivacity, and the chearful air which diſco- 
vered itſelf in all I ſaid or did, ſeemed to amuſe 
him. This ſituation, in which I lived ſome 
months, was, without doubt, the happieſt of 
my whole life. But I inſenſibly grew too fami- 
lar with the things which charmed me ſo much 
at firſt; and quickly loſt all reliſn of a happi - 
nefs with which my ſenſes were no longer af- 
ſected. My pride was not only not footh'd with 
the readineſs with which I was obeyed, * : 
C218 a 


was diverted by 
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had nothing left to command. The ſplendor of 
my apartment, the profuſion and luſtre of my 


jewels, and the ſumptuouſneſs of my apparel, 
wore no longer the illuſive forms in which I firſt 
beheld them. In a thoufand uneaſy moments, 
in which I was a burden to myſelf, I addreſſed 
myſelf to every thing that ſurrounded me: 
Make me happy, faid I, to my gold and jewels ; 
but they were deaf, and anſwered me not. I 
knew not what -was the matter with me, and 


fancied myſelf attacked by ſome diſeaſe to which - 


I was a Stranger; I imparted my thoughts to the 
Baſſa, who had obſerved the alteration of my tem- 
per. I had diſcovered a paffion for Painting, and 
was conſtantly attended by a Maſter to teach me 
that art; but paſt however ſome part of every day 
alone: And the Baſla imagining that this might 
be the occaſion of my melancholy, made me a 
propoſition of entering into the common apart- 
ment of the women, from whom 1 had been 
ſeparated only by way of diſtinction: The no- 
velty of this quickened my ſenſes a little: T 
their dancing, and little parties. 
of pleaſure, and flattered myfelf, as we were in 
the ſame circumſtances, that there might be a 
ſimilitude in our complexions and inclinations,. 


They were not very ready to be acquainted” 


with me, and I was ſoon diſguſted with their 
company; their deſires being low and grovelling, 
and not at all correſpondent with mine, tho 


I liv 
cerning myſelf with the tranſactions of it; 
faithful to my Maſter, endeavouring to offend 
no body, or | 
wel nions 


I — knew what they were. In this ſociety 
near four months, without at all con- 


more beloved by my Compa- 


. 
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nions than I deſired to be. The Baſſa, without 
being more remiſs in his care of his Seragho, 
began to loſe the inclination which had in ſo 
particular a manner attached him to me.. This 
would have given me great uneaſineſs at firſt, 
but as if my paſſions had changed with my 
humour, I now beheld his coldneſs with equal 
indifference. I fell ſometimes into fits of muſing 
and penſiveneſs, of which I remembered no- 
thing when I came to myſelf. My deſires, me- 
thought, were more extenſive than my ideas, 
and my ſoul ſeemed to thirſt after it knew not 
what. I aſk'd myſelf here, as I had done in 
my ſeparate apartment, why I was wretched in 
the poſſeſſion of all I had wiſhed for? Or whe- 
ther in a place in which I had imagined that all 
bleſſings were collected together, there might 
not be ſome untaſted bliſs, capable of diſſipating 
my clouds of grief and melancholy. You ſaw 
me amuſing myſelf with my pencil; it. is the 
only pleaſure of which I had any reliſn left: 
And even this, though I never knew for what 
reaſon, would frequently ſeem taſteleſs and in- 
ſipid, for a long time together. | 

This was my ſituation when the Baſſa intro- 
duced you into his Seraglio. This favour, which 
he had never granted any Doay before, made me 
wait with great impatience for the event of it. 
He commanded us to dance, which I did with 
unuſual thoughtfulneſs, and diſtraction of mind; 
and my uneaſineſs ſoon made me return to my 
place. I know not what I was thinking of when 
you came to me, but am perſuaded whatever 
queſtion you aſked me, that my anſwer muſt. 
have a tincture of my diſquiet; but your * 
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diſcourſe ſoon rendered me exceedingly atten- 
tize:: A ſweet-tuned Inſtrument, which I had 
never heard before, could not have made a 
deeper impreſſion. I never, methought, had 
heard any thing which tallied ſo exactly with my 
ideas; and in this I was more confirmed, when 
you informed me of the happineſs of the women 
of your own Country, and told me in what it 
conſiſted, and what the men did to contribute 
to it. The names of Virtue, Honour, and 
Prudence, of which, from your bare mentioning 


of them, I form'd an idea, were in a moment 


as deeply rooted in my mind, as though they had 
been always familiar to me. I liſtened with the 
greateſt eagerneſs to every thing you ſaid, and 
never interrupted you by my queſtions, becauſe 
my own heart inſtantly bore witneſs to the 


truth of all you uttered. Cheriber put an end 


to this raviſhing diſcourſe ; but I did not loſe a 


ſingle ſyllable of it: as ſoon as you was gone, 


I recolleted even its minuteſt circumſtances. 
It was all enchantment, and has from that mo- 


ment been the ſubject of my thoughts all the 


day, and of dreams at night. There is then a 
Country, ſaid I, where riches and honours are 
not the only bleſſings ! There are men who do 
not eſteem beauty as the only merit of a woman 1 
She may have other perfections to recommend 
her, and other joys to aim at! But how has 
it happened that I have never once dreamt of a 
felicity that is ſo enchanting, and ſo ſuitable to 
my temper ? Though I longed for a farther ex- 
plication of this matter, which I never had an 
opportunity of aſking of you, yet I found the 
violence of my deſires ſufficient to give me 
ig 
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. high idea of the things which occaſioned ſuch 
ji emotions. I ſhould not have pauſed a moment 
about quitting the Seraglio, had it been poſſible 
for me to get out. I ſhould have have ſought 
- for you in every part of the City, to have learnt 
a thouſand things which I longed to know, to 
have made you repeat what you had told me 
before, to have been charmed with your voice 
again, and glutted with a pleaſure of what I 
| had only taſted. There was one thing however 
that gave me ſome hopes, and it was that which 
made me uſe ſo little caution at firſt with the 
Superintendant of the Baſſa. Not being born 
a Slave, nor having ever been fold, I was per- 
ſuaded, if I ſhould at any time happen to be 
weary of my condition, that no body could de- 
tain me againſt my will. I ſuppoſed therefore 
that I had nothing to do but to make my caſe 
known to the Baff ; but as I had ſometimes an 
opportunity of ſeeing the Superintendant, who 
had the care of repairing the Seraglio, I reſolved 
firſt of all to diſcloſe my mind to him. He had 
kept his word with me; I was ſatisfied with his 
care and ſervices, and did not doubt but that 
he was ftill as ready to oblige me as ever. As 
ſoon however as he underſtood the drift of my 
diſcourſe, he aſſumed an air of great gravity and 
coldneſs, and ſeemed to be entirely ignorant of 
the grounds of my pretenſions ; and when I 
. offered to remind him of my ſtory, was exceed- 
14 ingly aſtoniſhed that I ſhould forget that he had 
= bought me of a Slave Merchant. I plainly per- 
ceived that he had betrayed me; but the vio- 
lence of my grief did not however hinder me 


from conſidering that reproaches and complaints 
LIN would 
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would be to no purpoſe. I entreated him with 
tears in my eyes to do me juſtice; but he uſed 
me in a rougher manner than he had ever done 
before; and aſſuring me that I was inevitably a 
Slave for the reſt of my life, adviſed me never to 
talk in this manner again, unleſs I deſired that 
his Maſter ſhould be informed of it. | 


The clouds which had hitherto veiled the * 


wretchedneſs of my fate, were now entirely 
vaniſhed, My reaſon had, I know not how, 


acquired more ſtrength from the ſhort coverſa- 


tion which I had with you, than from all the 


exerciſe I had given it from my infancy to that 


time. I was ſo heartily aſhamed of the former 
part of my life, that I did not dare ſo much as 
to look back upon it; and the principles Which 
you had ſown in my heart, render'd me as it 


were a new creature, and furniſhed me with an 
infinite number of reflections, which made me 


ſee every thing with other eyes. In this cruel 
ſituation, I found myſelf poſſeſſed of ſurpriſing 
courage; and being more determined than ever 
to open the gates of my priſon, I thought it 
adviſeable to try a thouſand methods of. art and 


prudence before I had recourſe to that of de- 
ſpair. That of diſcovering my deſigns to the 
Baſſa ſeemed to me to be the moſt dangerous; 


it would have expoſed me to his diſpleaſure, 


and to the malice of his Superintendant, and 


have made all other ways more difficult. It 
came into my head to apply to you, to whom 
all the alteration which I found in myſelf was 
entirely owing, and from whom it muſt receive 
its perfection. I flattered myſelf, as you was a 

little prepoſſeſſed in my favour, that you would 
| | not 
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not refuſe me your aſſiſtance. My only diſſi- 
culty was how to make you ſenſible of my 
need of it. I ventured to ſound a Slave, who 
had been always very aſſiduous in attending 
me. She was as zealous as I could defire to 
ferve me, but as much a priſoner as myſelf, and 
it would have been criminal in her to have 
went out of the Seraglio. All therefore which 
ſhe could do was to offer me the aſſiſtance of 
her brother, who was in the ſervice of the 
Baſſa. I reſolved to run the riſk of accepti 
it, and gave my Slave the letter which you, 
doubt not, received, ſince you could have no 
other motive to procure my liberty. But this 
ſtep plunged me into a new difficulty for ſome 
days. One of my Companions, gueſſing by 
the anxiety of my looks that I had ſome very 
extraordinary affair in hand, watched me ſo 
narrowly, that ſhe ſaw me write and deliver my 
letter to the Slave. She ſoon found an oppor- 
tunity of talking to me alone; and telling me 
what ſhe had ſeen, and that I was abſolutely in 
her power, ſhe in her turn entruſted me with 
an intrigue, in which ſhe had been for ſome 
weeks engaged. She entertained a young Turk, 
who raſhly ventured his life to viſit her. He 
uſed to get along the top of the Seraglio till he 
was directly over her window, and to deſcend 
by means of a ladder of ropes. Though I had 
a communication with the other women of the 
Baſſa, yet I till kept my firſt apartment to my- 
ſelf. he ſituation of it ſeemed more commo- 
dious for the intrigue of my artful Companion ; 
and what ſhe deſired of me was, to conceal her 
Lover there for ſome days, where ſhe might ſee 


him 
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him with more freedom than in her own 
chamber. $3 „ 8 

This propoſition greatly alarmed me, but my 4 
fears of being betrayed obliged me not to ſhow- 2 
my diſlike of it. What ſhe had raſhly told me * 
did not make it ſafe for me to deny her; for F -— J 
had no proof of the confeſſion ſhe had made, 
and ſhe might, upon my refuſal, have diſcon- 
tinued her commerce with her Gallant ; whereas 
my letter, and the two Slaves I had entruſted, 
might at any time be evidences againſt me, I 
ſubmitted therefore to every thing which ſhe 
thought proper to impoſe upon me, and her 
Lover 'was introduced the next night. I was 
obliged, to deceive the Slaves who attended me, 
to quit my bed while they were afleep, and to 
conduct the Turk into a cloſet of which I had 
always the key. This was the place in which 
my Companion propoſed to entertain him in 
the day time. It required ſome dexterity to 
ſhun the eyes of a great number of women and 
Slaves; but as the Seraglio was very ſecure, they 
were not much alarmed at miſſing us now and 
then, and its numerous apartments were very 
favourable to theſe little excurſions. | | 

The young Turk, though he had only ſeen 
me for a moment or two by the light of a wax- 
candle, had conceived the ſame ſentiments for 2 
me which he had for my Companion. In the 7 
firſt viſit which ſhe made him by the means of 4 
my key, which I had given her, ſhe obſerved 
a coldneſs in him which ſhe could not lon 
alcribe to his fears. He endeavoured to find . 
reaſons for wiſhing that I might be preſent at + 
one part of their interview; but they were ſo 

$ frivolous, 
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frivolous, that ſhe immediately ſuſpected his in- 
fidelity, and . reſolved to ſatisfy her doubts. I 
did not oppoſe the requeſt which ſhe made of 
giving her my company. Her Gallant ſhewed 
little regard for her, that I was greatly ſhock'd 
at his behaviour, and highly approved her reſo- 
Jution to ſend him away the next night. The 
confuſion which this gave him only encreaſed her 
jealouſy, and his eyes too plainly told me that! 
was the occaſion of it. But his puniſhment was 
much greater than his.crime. As ſhe was help- 
ing him to get out of the window, ſhe cruelly 
threw him down, and he was killed by his fall. 
She. herſelf informed me the next day of the 
| * barbarous manner in which ſhe had revenged 
her, injuries. 
She did not conſider that he had drawn his 
rope-ladder after him, and that this, and the 
" unhappy condition he was in, would preſently 
diſcover the nature of his, enterprize, But it 
was not however eaſy to know from which win- 
dow he had fallen, becauſe there were ſeveral 
which looked into the ſame court. But the 
alarm in Cheriber's houſe was not the leſs on 
this account, and the effects of it immediately 
reached the Seraglio. He himſelf queſtioned all 
his women, and ordered all ſuſpected places to 
be ſearched ; but no diſcovery was made, and I 
was aſtoniſhed at the great compoſure and tran- 
quility with which my Comrade beheld the 
ſtorm ſhe had raiſed. The Superintendant at 
length miſtruſted me, but did not impart bis 
- Juſpicions to his Maſter. He told me, as he 
knew the chimeras of which my head was lo | 
full, he did not doubt but that it was I who had 
28 a FR diſturbed 
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diſturbed the peace of the Seraglio, and deſign'd 
perhaps to «procure - my liberty by a criminal 
correſpondence. The threats by which he en- 
deavoured to extort a confeſſion from me, occa- 
ſioned me little concern; but when he talked of 
ſeizing the Slaves I had truſted, I gave myſelf 
over for loſt. He obſerved my conſternation z 
and being about to execute his purpoſes, laid me 
under a neceflity of telling him what I could 
not ſuffer him to find out himſelf, without ex- 
poſing the wretched Slaves to periſh by the cru- 
elleſt Tortures. Thus an enquiry into the irre · 
gularities of another was the cauſe of my diſ- 
covering myfelf, I owned to the Superintend- 
ant that I was endeavouring to obtain my liberty 
by means which the Baſſa himſelf would aps 
prove; and I aſſured him that I would no longer 
inſiſt on it as my right, nor think of obtaining 
it but as a Slave, and at the price which the 
Baſſa ſhould demand for it. He aſked me to 
whom I had applied, and I was obliged to tell 
him to you. My ſincerity was the means of 
concealing the intrigue of my Companion; and 
the Superintendant ſeeming to be pleaſed with 
what I had told him, affured me that he would 
willingly in this ſhape contribute to my ſatiſ- 
faction. 9 | 

His good nature ſurprized me as much as his 
rigor had terrified me, and I am ſtill ignorant 
of the motives of it. But being overjoyed at 
ſeeing ſo great an obſtacle removed out of my 


way, I ſent ſeveral times to you to know if my  . 


prayers had made any impreſſion upon you. 
Your anſwer was doubtful. - I am at preſent 
however happily convinced by experience that 

| i vou 


without doubt, render her a very extraordinary 
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you condeſcended to think of a miſerable Slave, 

and that I owe my liberty to the moſt generous 
of all mankind. N ol IVA 

If the Reader has made but a few of the re- 
flections in peruſing this relation which I did in 
hearing it, he will naturally expect thoſe which 
follow. I found the Genius of this young 
Greek did not fall ſhort of the deſcription which 
Cheriber had given me of it. I was even aſto- 
niſhed, as Nature had been her only Tutor, at 


her ranging her adventures in ſo much order, 


and that ſhe ſhould, in her account of her con- 
templations and muſings, give ſuch a Philoſo- 
phical turn to the greateſt Part of her ideas. 
Her method of explaining them was very judi- 
cious, and it is impoſſible to ſuſpect that ſhe 
borrowed them of others, in a Country where 
ſubjects of this kind are very rarely ſtudied, I 
concluded therefore that I diſcovered in her a 
very ſtrong and fruitful Genius, which being 
accompanied by a very ſtriking perſon, would, 


woman. There was nothing in her ſtory that 
ſeemed at all improbable to me; for in the few 
months which I had been at Conſtantinople, I 


had daily heard ſtranger adventures of Slaves of 


her ſex, and the ſequel of this Hiſtory will fur- 


niſh the Reader with ſeveral. Neither was I 
ſurpriſed at the account which ſhe gave of her 
education. All the Provinces of Turkey abound 
with infamous fathers, who train up their 
daughters for proſtitution, and have no other 
ttrades to live by, mor any other hopes of ad- 
vancing their fortune. e SY 


But 
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But when J conſidered the impreſſions which 
ſhe pretended to have received from a momen- 
tary converſation, and the motives ſhe might 
have of wiſhing to be obliged to me for her 
liberty, I could not eaſily believe that the ſim- 
plicity and innocence of her behaviour were 
not aſſumed to ſerve her deſigns. The more 1 
perceived of acuteneſs and wit, the more I was 
ſuſpicious of artifice; and the pains ſhe ſeveral 
times took to make me obſerve her fimplicityg 
was the very thing that made me ſuſpect her. 
The ſincerity of the Greeks is as much a pro- 
verb now as formerly. The moſt favourable 
conſtruction therefore which I could put upon 
her behaviour was, that being weary. of a Se- 
raglio, and charmed with the proſpect of a life 
of greater freedom, ſhe wanted to quit Cheri- 
ber only to change her condition; and that ſhe 
deſired to inſpire me with ſentiments of affection, 
and imagined ſhe attacked me in the weakeſt 
part, in making uſe of this part of my conver- 
ſation with her. If I believed that there was 
any truth in her deſcriptions of the great emo- 
tions of her heart and mind, it was eaſy to 
aſſign the cauſe of them, by ſuppoſing it im- 
poſſible for one of her age to enjoy much plea- 
ſure! with an Old man: and ſhe herſelf indeed 
had taken notice of the moderation of the Baſla. 
And to. conceal nothing, I was then in the 
prime of my life, and could not think it ſtrange 
that my perſon, unleſs I have been greatly flat- 
tered, ſhould make an impreſſion on a young 

irl who was immured in a Seraghio, and had, 

ſuppoſed, as great a warmth of conſtitution aa 
vivacity of mind. Beſides, I obſerved, I thougbt, 

| C 3 a vehe- 
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yehemence' in the expreſſions of her joy, which 
Hl agreed with her ideas of the former part of 
her life. Her great tranſports ſeemed to be too 
fudden, and not to have ſufficient grounds. For 
unleſs there was ſomething miraculous in the 
change of her principles, what reaſon could ſhe 
have to be ſo affected with the ſervice 1 did 
her? Or was it. poffible for her in a moment to 
view with fo much horror a fituation againſt 
which ſhe had no complaint, but a loathing 
which ariſes from ſatiety. From all theſe re- 
fections, ſome of which I made during the 
time of her telling me her ſtory, I drew this 
concluſion ; that I had done a piece of ſervice 
to an amiable woman, of which I ought not 
to repent, but which any other beautiful Slave 
had as good a title to, and might as reaſonabl 
expect; and though I beheld her perſon with 
amazement, which was hei by the deſire 
J fancied ſhe had of pleafing me, that the fingle 
thought of her coming out of the arms of Che- 
riber, after having been in thoſe of another 
Turk, and perhaps of numberleis others whom 
She had not mentioned, would outweigh; and al- 
ways be a ſufficient check to any temptations 
to which the heat of my youth might expoſe 
me. | 5 : 
I was very deſirous to hear what ſhe deſigned 
to do. She could not but know that J had no 
power, as ſhe was free, to compel her to any 
ching, and that I expected her to explain her 
views; but I did not aſk her any queſtions about 
them, neither did ſhe ſeem in haſte to explain 
Herſelf. Having again mentioned our European 
women, and the maxims in which W 
24 a Cate 7 
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cated, ſhe made me enter into an hundred par- 
ticulars, concerning which I took a pleaſure to 
ſatisfy her. The night was far advanced, be- 
fore I perceived that it was time for me to re- 
tire. As ſhe had not mentioned. her deſign, 
and had been perpetually talking of her happi- 
neſs, gratitude, and the pleafure ſhe bad in 
hearing me; 1 renewed the offers of my ſervice. 
when 1 went away, and aflured her, as long as 
ſhe was ſatisfied with the houſe and care of her 
Hoſts, that ſhe ſhould want for nothing. She 
took her leaye of me in the moſt affectionate 
manner; calling me her Maſter, her Lord, her 
Father, and all the endearing names which are 
2 women in all the countries of the 

After having diſpatched ſome affairs of im- 
portance, I could not go to bed without making 
a review of all the circumſtances of my viſit. 
They recurr'd to me in my dreams. I was full 
of them when I waked in the morning, and 
ſent before I got up to know how Theofa had 
reſted. I felt however no delires which. gave 
me uneaſineſs; but my imagination perpetually. 
dwelling upon her charms, which were, I ſup- 
poſed, entirely at my diſpoſal, I conſulted my 
delicacy with regard to the reſiſtance it had for- 
merly made to my engaging with her in a com- 
merce of pleaſure. I conſidered to what lengths 
it was reaſonable to carry its ſcruples. Can the 
careſſes of her two former Lovers. imprint any 
ſtains upon her ? Or ſhould I make that a ntatter 
of diſguſt, which were it unknown would not 
be ſa ! Do not blemiſhes of this kind very ſoon 
wear out, eſpecially in girls of her age! Be» 
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ſides, what appeared moſt credible in her ftory 
Was, that ſhe had hitherto been a ſtranger to alt 
amorous deſires. She is hardly fixteen. Che- 
riber was incapable of inſpiring her with them, 
and ſhe was too young to be ſenſible of them 
when ſhe lived at Patras, even though ſhe were 
not ſo averſe from the Governor's ſon as ſhe 
pretends. I made many more reflections of this 
kind, fancied there would be a world of plea- 
ſure in teaching her the firſt rudiments of Love, 
and that I had already been happy enough to 
give her ſome knowledge of it. This thought 
— my ſcruples more than all my reaſon- 
ing. 1 roſe a quite different perſon from what 
I was when I went to bed; and, if I did 
not propoſe to finiſh the affair, I reſolved at 
leaft to take ſome ſteps towards it before night. 
I was invited to dine with the Selictar. He 
aſked me a great many queſtions concerning my 
Slave; but telling him that ſhe ought no longer 
to bear that name, and aſſuring him that 
was entirely at her own difpoſal, I confirmed 
him in his opinion of my indifference. He 
thought himſelf therefore authoriſed to-aſk where 
ſhe was. This queſtion gave me good deal of 
confuſion ;-and I did not know how to avoid 
anſwering it but by a little raillery upon the 
reſt which ſhe wanted on coming out of Che- 
riber's Seraglio, and on the ill office which-I 
ſhould do her in diſcovering her retreat, But 
the Selictar ſwore ſo heartily that ſhe had no- 
thing to fear from his importunities, and that he 
| Had no deſign of troubling her, or of compell - 
ing her to any thing, that I could not with any 
decency ſeem to diſtruſt his proteſtations, * 
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he had repoſed ſo much confidence in mine. 1 


told him therefore where ſhe was, and he re- 
newed his promiſe with an air of ſincerity that 
made me perfectly eaſy. Our converſation then 
turned upon Theofa's extraordinary merit. He 
confeſſed that he had never in all his life been 
ſo much affected by beauty, and that he had 
found the utmoſt difficulty in curbing the vio- 
lence of his paſſion. 
my ſo readily conſenting to give her up to you, 
was an apprehenſion that my weakneſs might 
encreaſe with my knowledge of her, and my, 
love of Juſtice ſoon prove too weak an: anta- 
goniſt to cope with my inclinations. . This was. 
the language of a man of honour. And there 
are indeed few nations which have a greater re- 
gard for equity than the Turks. 
Whilſt he was thus diſplaying his noble * 
ments, word was brought that Baſſa Cheriber 
was at the door, and he immediately appear d, 
with marks of wrath and indignation in his 
face, of which we were eager to alk him the. 
cauſe. He was as much the Selictar's friend as, 

mine, and it was-owing to the recommendation. 

of the one that I lived ſo. familiarly with the. 
other. He anſwered us by throwing a bag, 
which contained my thouſand crowns, at our 
feet. What. a misfortune it is, ſaid he, to de 
the dupes of our Slaves! There is the money, 
adds he, addreſſing himſelf to the Selictar, f 
which my Steward has robb'd you; and it is. 
not his only theft. I have, by the farce. of tar 
tures, extorted an horrible confeſſion from him, 
and ſaved his life only to make him repeat it tos - 
Yeu, I ſhould die with ſhame if this: infamous, 
2 C 5 wretck. 


The reaſon, ſaid he, of _ 
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wretch ſhould not do me juſtice. He aſk'd the 
Selictar's leave to have him brought in; but we 
both intreated him firſt to prepare us for this 
feene, by giving us ſome information about it. 
He told us that one of his ſervants, who was 
3 of his Superintendant's power, and there- 
dre very watchful of him, perceived that the 
Seliftar's Eunuch, who was ſent for the young 
Slave, paid the-Superintendant a good deal of 
money before ſhe was delivered to him ; and 
that, not ſuſpecting any harm, and only out of 
curioſity to know what ſhe was ſold for, he 
had mentioned what he had ſeen to the Superin- 
tendant; who being in the utmoſt confuſion at 
Having been ſurprized, conjured him to take no 
notice of the matter, and gave him a round ſum 
of money to engage him to keep the ſecret. 
This was only a ſpur to the other's deſire of 
ruining him. Not doubting therefore but that 
he had been guilty of ſome treachery for which 
he was afraid of being puniſhed, he immedi- 
tely difcovered his fate ens 6s the Baſſa, who 

xily found out the truth. The Superintend- 
ant being greatly terrificd by the threats of his 
Mafter, confeſſed, that when the Selictar came 
with a view of buying the young Greek, he 
heard the Baſſa protet, after ſeveral compli- 
ments about the price of her ranſom, that he 
awould not take any for her, and that he thought 
himſelf exceedingly happy in having it in his 
power to oblige ſo illuftrious a Friend. Ob- 
ſerving that they parted without having tho- 
roughly ſettled the matter, he followed the Se- 
liftar, and told him, as though he had been ſent 
by the Baſſa, that ſince he perſiſted in not ac- 
abba | a cepting 


cepting of the Slave as a preſent, he ſhould pay 
a thouſand crowns for her ; adding, that he was 
ordered to receive the money, and to deliver her 


to any body whom the Seliftar ſhould ſend for 


her. Cheriber, on the contrary, had com- 
manded his Superintendant to 2 the Slave to 
his Friend, and did not in the leaſt miſtruſt the 
account he had given him of his having pune- 
tually obeyed his orders. But finding that he 


himſelf had not been leſs impoſed on than the 


Selictar, he was in a violent paſſion, and took 
it for granted that this was not the only inſtance 


of treachery in a man whom he had blindly | 
entruſted with the management of all his affairs. 


In order therefore to make him confeſs his other 
crimes, as. well as to puniſh him for this, he 
cauſed him to be ſeverely tortured in his pre- 
ſence, and by that means forced him to diſcover 
his other rogueries. His treachery to Theofa 
ſeemed to Cheriber to be one of the blackeſt 


die. He could not forgive the wrongs which 


he had occaſioned him to do to a perſon who 
was free. Far from treating her as a Slave, faid 
he, I ſhould have looked upon her as my daughe 
ter, been ſorry for her diſtreſs, and taken care 


of her fortune; and am greatly ſurprized that 


ſhe never complairied to me of her injuries. 
I was much leſs ſurprized at this account than 
the Selictar ; but concealing what it was not 


neceſſary to tell them, I talked to Cheriber in 


ſuch a manner as made the Selictar imagine that 
I was ſorry that I had concerned myſelf in this 
affair. The Superintendant being brought 
in, the Baſſa commanded him to give an 


account of the circumſtances in which "_ | 


% 


* 


5 my leave of the Selictar, without letting him 
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the young Greek, and by what arts he had ſo 
far impoſed upon her ſimplicity, as to make her 
willing to paſs for a Slave. We were little con- 
cerned at the fate of this wretch, who was im- 
mediately ſent to ſuffer the puniſhment he de- 
ſerved. ee e b. 
- "The Selictar, after, this, made no difficulty 
about taking my money again, Which he ſent 
the next day to my houſe; and - reſuming our 
diſcourſe about Theofa, the moment that Che- 
riber left us, with more eagerneſs than ever, he 
aſked me what I thought of ſo. ſingular an adven- 
ture. If ſhe was not educated with a view of being 
a Slave, ſays he, ſhe is certainly much better de- 
ſcended than ſhe ſeems to be. And he ſuppoſed 
this, becauſe, though people in mean circum- 
' ances often beſtow a good education upon 
young perſons of extraordinary beauty or ge- 
nius, in order to make them ſell the. better; 
yet, in all other caſes, in Turkey as. well as 
other Countries, it is a ſign of their being well 
born: Juſt as in France we are not ſurprized 
at the graceful airs and eaſy manners of a dan- 
eing Maſter, which would make us conclude a 
Stranger to be a perſon of condition. I took 


know that I could clear up his doubts ; but I 
was however very .much ſtruck with his reflec- 
tion; and recollecting that part of Theofa's 
- Rory which related to the death of her father, 
wondered that I had taken ſo little notice of his 
running away. with a Greek Lady and her 
daughter. I thought it not impoſſible but that 
Theofa might be this daughter of two years 
old, who was loſt with her mother. But how 
wt) can 
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can I get any light into this matter? And would 
not ſhe herſelf have had ſome ſuſpicion, if ſre 
had found any-reſemblance between that ſtory 
and her own? I reſolved, however, the next 
time I ſaw her to aſk her ſome queſtions about 
this affair, in order to ſatisfy my curioſity, ++ 
My Valet de Chambre, being the only one of 
my Domeſtics; who knew of my correſpondence 
with Theofa, I refolved to keep it ſecret, and 
never to go to my Language Maſter's - but in 
the evening. I went thither as ſoon as it was 
duſk. He told me a Gentleman-like Turk had 
been there about an hour before, and preſt very 
earneſtly to ſee the young Greek, whom he 
called Zara, which is the name ſhe went by in 
the Seraglio; and that ſhe had not conſented 
to ſee him. The Turk, after expreſſing a good 
deal of uneaſineſs at this refuſal, gave the — 
guage Maſter a caſket and a letter written in 
the Turkiſh manner, which he deſired might 
be delivered, to her as ſoon as he was gone. 
Theofa had refuſed to receive either of them, 
and the Language Maſter gave them to me. I 
took them along with me into her apartment, 
and being more deſirous than ſhe to dive into 
the bottom of this affair, deſired her to open 
the letter in my preſence. It was eaſier for me 
than for her to perceive that it was a ſpecimen 
of the Selictar's gallantry. The phraſes were 
all ſtudied; but ſeemed, however, to proceed 
from a heart that was ſenſible of her charms. 
He deſired her not to be under any apprehen- 
ſions with regard to her fortune, as he had no- 
thing which ſhe might condeſcend to wiſh for 


but what was at her command, and called a 


large 


Slave. But ſhe ſeemed to care ſo little what he 


62 The Fair Greek. 
large ſum of money, and ſeveral rich preſents 
which he had ſent her, only a ſmall ſample of 
his ty. I told her from whom 1 ima- 
gined this letter came ; adding, to give her an 
tunity of diſcovering her ſentiments, that 


the Selictar's eſteem for her was equal to his 
love, ſince he no longer looked upon her as a 


thought of her, that I went entirely into her 
Opinion, and returned the caſket to the Lan- 
guage Maſter, to be reſtored to any meſſenger 
whom the Selictar might ſend next. She 
ſeemed- a little concerned at firſt at having 
opened the letter, as it deprived her of: the pre- 
tence of being ignorant of its contents ; but 
making another reflection, which was entirely 
her own, the reſolved to anſwer it, and I longed 
to know what terms ſhe would ufe. A _ 
who had lived all her days at Paris, and wh 
knowledge of the world was equal to her wit 
and beauty, would have wrote exactly in the 
fame ſtrain, in order to extinguiſh the paſſion 
and hopes of a Lover. She gave her anfwer to 
the Language Maſter, and deſired him at the 
ſame time, without the leaſt affectation, to ſpare 
her all trouble of this kind for the future. 
My vanity, I confeſs, made me conſtrue this 


- - ſacrifice in my favour ; and not having laid aſide 


the ſcheme of which I was fo full in the morn- 
ing, I waved, our converſation concerning the 
Selictar's affairs, in order to turn it by de- 
grees upon my own. But I myſelf was inter- 
rupted by an infinite number of ſenſible reflec- 
tions, which dropt naturally from Theofa, and 
owed I perceived their birth to ſome ——_— 
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1 had given her the night before. Her mind; 


which was naturally inclined to meditation, 


ſeized upon nothing which it did not imme- 
diately turn and view in all its lights; and this 
I found had been her only employment ever 
ſince I left her. She aſked me a thouſand new 
queſtions, as though ſhe had thought of nothing 
but of laying in ſubjects of contemplation for 
the enſuing night. If ſhe was ſtruck with any 
cuſtom of our Country, or any principle which 
ſhe had not heard before, ſhe was in a moment 
all attention; and ſometimes prayed me to re- 
peat it, for fear ſhe ſhould forget it, or not have 


comprehended the full ſenſe of my words. Dur- 


ing this grave converſation, ſhe was pe 


dropping expreflions of the gratitude ſhe owed 
me; but had always thrown me ſo far wide of 


the mark I aimed at, by ſomething that preceded 


theſe tender emotions, that I could never recover 
myſelf ſoon enough to reap any benefit from 


them. Beſides, as ſhe diverted our diſcourſe 
ſo ſoon to other ſubjects by ſome new queſtion, 
theſe interruptions were ſo ſhort, that I was un- 
der a continual neceſſity of appearing more grave 
and ſerious than I deſired. h 


The ardor with which ſhe perpetually returned 


to this kind of Philoſophy, hardly gave me time 
to tell her the doubts which the Seſictar had oc 


eaſioned to ariſe in my mind concerning her pa- 


rents. As I had, however, no need of any 


preparation to mention her father, I deſired her 


do ſuſpend for a moment her curioſity and re- 

flections. I have a ſuſpicion, ſays I, which is, 

as you will preſently perceive, owing to my ad- 

miration of you; but before I acquaint mw 
WI 
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with it, I want to be informed whether you 
ever knew-your mother. She ſaid that ſhe had 
not the leaſt remembrance of her. What con- 
tinued I, .don't you know at .what age you loſt 
her? Can't you tell, for inſtance, whether it 
was defore the crime of which your father was 
accuſed; or whether ſhe was a different perſon 
from the Greek Lady who run away from her 
huſband, and was accompanied, if I rightly re- 
member the account, by a daughter of two 
years old. 

She bluſhed, though I did not yet know why, 
and fixt her eyes very. eaineſtly upon me. At 
length, breaking the filence which ſhe had ob- 
ſerved for ſome time; have you, ſaid ſhe, hit 
upon the. ſame. thought as I, or have you by ac- 
cident got any light concerning a.doubt which I 
never . ventured to diſcloſe to any - body? I 
know not your thoughts, replied I; but you are 
diſtinguiſhed from common women by fo many 
admirable qualifications, that I can't believe that. 
you were born of ſuch an infamous father as 
you repreſented yours to be; and the more igno- 
rant pou are with regard to the firſt years of. 
your life, the more I am inclined. to believe you 
the daughter of the Greek Lord, with whoſe 
Lady the wretch, who falſely called you his, run 
away. This declaration had a ſurpriſing effect 
upon her. Ah! this is what I have long thought, 
aid ſhe, without daring to credit it entirely. 
Do you believe then that there is any probabi- 
lity in it?. Her eyes overflowed with tears as 
ſhe aſked me the queſtion. Alas ! continued, 
ſhe, why do you, make me recollect a — 


( 
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which can only add to my ſhame and -misfor-" 
tunes | | Y LY | * 

Without examining what fenſe ſhe affixed to 
theſe words, I diverted her | melancholy ideas, 
by telling her that ſhe had on the contrary no- 
thing happier to wiſh for, than to find that the 
villain, who had uſurped that title, was not her 
father. And her doubt concerning this matter. 

| being a confirmation of mine, I defired her to 
recollect every thing ſhe could concerning her 
infancy, and to tell me, if at her father's trial 
before the Cadt ſhe had not heard the name of 

the Greek Lady whoſe daughter I ſuppoſed her Þ 
to be, or at leaſt that of the perſons who accuſed 1 
and brought to puniſhment the wretched author 1 

of all her misfortunes. But ſhe remembered 
nothing. I hoped, however, to learn ſomethin 
from the Cadi before whom he was inked 
promiſed 'Fheofa to get all the information 1 
could the next day. Thus an evening which F 
hoped to have employ'd in a gallanter manner, 
was ſpept in diſcuſſions concerning her fortune 
and affairs. „ Hrlele alen 
I reproached myſelf, when I went away, for 
having been ſo ceremonious with a woman who 
came out of a Seraglio; eſpecially after the ac- 
count Which ſhe herſelf had given me of other 
circumftances of her life. Laſked my own heart, 
if ſhe had as much inclination for me as I ſup»: - 
pofed, whether I was inclined to keep hef s 
miſtreſs z and finding myſelf much leſs Were 
than I was at firſt from a correſpondence of this 
nature, I thought I might, without taking ſuch» 
a compaſs, plainly propoſe it to her. If ſhe 
embraced my offer with all the pleaſure I — 
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gined, I had nothing to fear from the Selictar's 
paſſion, ſince he had aſſured me himſelf that. be 
would leave her entirely to her own diſpo 

e concerning 


and compel her to nothing: And though 
enquiries which I was going to | 
her parents, might raiſe her a little in my idea, 
yet as they could not poſſibly wipe off her diſ- 
grace, they could ſerve only to encreaſe my in- 
clination for her, without rendering her at all 
leſs proper for the commerce in which I was 
willing to engage her. I reſolved, therefore, to 
put my deſign in execution. And the Reader 
-may obſerve how far from being violent, and 
.of what kind the paſſion which I felt for her 
was. | | 
Going the next day to the Cadi, I reminded 
him of the affair of a certain Greek whom he 
had condemned to die ſome time ſince, He re- 
membered it ſo perfectly, that in relating the par- 
ticulars, he gave me the pleaſure of hearing him 
ſeveral times repeat the names which I wanted 
to know. The name of the Greek Lord, 
' Whoſe Lady had been inveigled away, was 
Paniata Condoidi; and it was he himſelf who 
diſcovered the Raviſher in one of the ſtreets of 
the City, and cauſed him to be apprehended, 
But the ſatisfaction of being revenged, added 
the Cadi, was the only one which he received 
from this affair; for he did not recover either 
his wife, his daughter, or jewels. I wondered 
at this reflection, becauſe all proper methods 
had, I thought, been neglected; and I diſcovered 
my ſurprize to the Cadi. What could I da 
more, ſaid he? The criminal proteſted that the 
Lady and her daughter were both dead; and he 
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was certainly ſincere in this, - ince his only me- 
thod to ſave his life would have been to have pro- 
duc'd them, had they been living. As foon, there+ 
fore, as he heard his ſentence, he endeavoured to 
amuſe me with idle ſtories ; but I preſentlyper- 
ceived that he only meant to impoſe upon me. 
As I remembered that the execution of his 
ſentence had been deferred, I aſłked the Cadi the 
occaſion of it. He told me the Criminal hav- 
ing deſired to ſpeak with him in private, had 
offered, to ſave his life, not only to 'ſhew him 
Condoidi's daughter, but to deliver her up to 


him for his Seraglio ; and that he had been art- 


ful enough to give an air of probability to the 
detail he gave him of her ſtory. But that all 
the ſteps which he had taken to find her out 
proving ineffectual, he ſuppoſed at laſt that the 
wretch had told a lie only to retard his -puniſh- 
ment; and that this artifice had heightened his 
indignation againſt him, and ſerved only to 
haſten his death. Nr T * Fr 

could not help making ſome reflections on 
the conduct of this ſupream Judge of the Turks. 
What hindered you, faid I, from reprieving 


your Priſoner for a few days longer, and taking 


time to procure informations in the places where 
he had lived ſince his commiſſion of the fact ? 
Could not you have forced him to tell you 
where the Greek Lady died, and by what ac- 
cident he loſt her? In ſhort, was it not eaſy 


to have unravelled even- the minuteſt circum- 


ſtances of this affair? This is our method in 
Europe, added I, and, if we have not more 
zeal than you for equity, we are at leaſt more 


quick-ſighted and diligent in our ſearches after 


guilt. 
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guilt. He thought my advice ſo juft, that be 
thanked me for it; and ſome diſcourſe which Þ 
had with -him about the exerciſe of his office, 
convinced me that there is more gravity than 
knowledge in the Tribunals of the Turks. 
I got out of the Cadi not only the name of 
the Greek Lord, but his place of abode alſo, 
which was in a little City of the Morea, which 
the Turks call Acade. I did not at firſt think 
it eaſy to find a communication with it, and 
thought of applying to the Baſſa of the Pro- 
vince; but being informed that there were many 
Slave- Merchants of that country in the City, I 
was fortunate enough to be aſſured by the firſt 
that I went to, that Condoidi had been in Con- 
ſtantinople upwards of a year, and that he was 
well known to all his Countrymen. My only. 
difficulty now was to find out his houſe, and 
this the Slave-Merchant ſoon did for me. I 
went thither immediately; and my hopes en- 
creaſing with the ſucceſs that attended 
enquiries, I did-not doubt but that I was on the 
brink of the diſcovery which I ſought after. 
The houſe and appearance of the Greek Lord 
gave me no great opinion of his wealth. He 
was of one of thoſe ancient families, which re- 
tain leſs of the luſtre than of the pride of their 
noble deſcent ; and which, under the ſubjection 
in which they are held by the Turks, would 
not dare, even though they had eſtates ſuffici- 
cient, to live in a more oſtentatious manner. 
Condoidi, who had, in ſhort, the air of a Coun- 
try Gentleman, received me civilly without en» 
quiring who I was, for I had ſent home my 


equipage when I took my leave of the Cadi F 


an 
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and ſeeming to hear me without any impatience, 
gave me an opportunity of ſaying all I deſigned. 
Atter I had let him know that I was not igno- 
rant of the misfortunes of his family, I deſired 
that he would. excuſe my intereſting myſelf in 
the affairs of it, and pardon a curioſity which 
he could eaſily ſatisfy. What I wanted was to 
hear from his own mouth, how long ſince he had 
loſt his wife and daughter. He told me it was 
about fourteen or fifteen years. This ſpace 
agreed ſo exactly with Theofa's age, that 1 
thought my doubts half ſatisfied. Do you think, 
replied I, notwithſtanding the declaration of the 
Raviſher, that it is impoſſible that one of them 
ſhould be alive; and, if you wiſh that this 
one might be your daughter, would you not 
think yourſelf greatly obliged to any- body that 
ſhould put you in a way of finding her? I ex- 
pected that this queſtion would have given him 
ſome emotions of joy. But ſeeming to be quite 
indifferent about it, he told me that time, which 
had allay'd the ſmart of his loſs, made him alſo 
not wiſh for a miracle to repair it; that he had 
ſeveral ſons, who would find it difficult, with: 
the eſtate he had to leave them, to maintain 
the honour-of their birth; and that though the 
could ſuppoſe that his daughter were living, 
yet it was ſo impoſſible for her to have imbibed 
any. principles of virtue and honour in the hands 
of ſuch an abandoned villain, and ſuch a country 
as Turkey, that he ſhould never prevail on 


himſelf to think her worthy of being received 


into his family again. 12 f 
- His laſt objection appeared to me to be the 
ſtrongeſt, But I reſolved, as he ſeemed to have. 


loſt 
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| k natural affection, to do all I could no in- 
ſpire” him with it. I ſhall not, replied J pretty 
warmly, examine the weight of your ſcru les 
or reaſons, becauſe they cannot leſſen the (er- 
tainty of a matter of fact. Your daughter is 
living. I can fay nothing as to her virtue; but 
will venture to affure you, that you will find 
no defects in her wit or her beauty. I will 
let you know where you may ſee her immedi- 
ately. I deſired a pen and ink, and having 
written a direction to my Language Mafter's, 
took my leave. WON EI 124 
I was perſuaded if he was not quite inſenſible, 
that he could not reſiſt the impulſe of Nature; 
and was ſo full of this thought, that I went di- 
rectly to the Language Maſter's, where 1 ſup- 
poſed' that he would be as foon perhaps as I, to 
be preſent at fo agreeable an interview. I did 
not go into Theofa's apartment, becauſe I was 
willing to have the pleaſure of ſeeing her ſur- 
prized. But having waited. ſome time, and 
ſuppoſing that Condoidi would not come, I let 
her know that I was now obliged'to look upon 
her as his daughter, and told her all I had done 
to fulfill my promiſe. What the wretch who 
had abuſed her told the Cadi, with a view of 
faving his life, made a deeper impreſſion upon 
her than any thing elſe. I ſhould not be much 
troubled, faid ſhe, at remaining uncertain with 


regard to my birth; and tho I were ſure that 


T owed it to this Greek Lord, ſhould not much 
complain of his being unwilling to own me; 
but I bend to Heaven with thanks for giving me 
a right to refuſe the name of father to one, 
whom more than all others I ought to hate and 

_ deſpiſe. 
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ought, 


deſpiſe. She was ſo affected with this th 
that ſhe told me twenty times, with tears in her 
eyes, that ſhe was in fact indebted: to me for 
her birth, fince J had given her a ſecond, in de- 
livering her from the infamy of the firſt. 

But I did not think my work finiſhed yet, and 
being very intent upon it, made her a propoſal 
of going along with me to Condoidi. Nature 
has arguments to uſe which the hardeſt heart 
cannot always reſiſt. I thought it impoſſible 
for him to ſee, to hear, and receive the embraces 
of his daughter, without feeling, whether he 
would or not, the affections of a father. As he 
made no objeQion againſt the poſſibility of her 
being alive, I hoped that Nature would triumph 
over all others. Theofa diſcovered ſome appre- 
henſion. Had I not better, ſaid ſhe, be un- 
known and concealed from all the world ? 1 
did not underſtand the -cauſe of her concern, 
and almoſt forced her to go along with me. 

The day was already far ſpent. I had paſſed 
ſome part of it alone at the Language Maſter's, 
and the manners of perſons who carry on in- 


. trigues by ſtealth being already familiar to me, 


had ordered my Valet de Chambre to bring my 
dinner thither. It began to be duſk before 1 had 
determined the young Greek to go along with 
me, and it was quite «dark before we got to 
Condoidi's. He was not returned from the 
City, whither his affairs had called him in the 
afternoon; but one of his ſervants, who had 
ſeen me there in the morning, aſked me to go 


in and converſe with his three ſons, till he 


came home. I not only accepted of this offer, 
but eſteemed it a very lucky one; and was in- 


troduced 
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troduced with Theofa, whoſe head was covered 
with a veil. I had hardly told the three 
young Gentlemen that I had made their father a 
viſit in the morning, and was come again on 
the ſame errand, but they knew my buſineſs; 
and he whom I took by his air to be the eldeſt, 
anſwered me, very coldly, that there was but 
little appearance of my making their father liſten 
to ſo uncertain and improbable a ſtory. I 
gave him a detail of the reaſons which made me 
look” upon it in another light, and having 
ſtrengthened them by all the arguments I could, 
deſired Theofa to lift up her veil, to give 
them an opportunity of ſeeing ſome reſem- 
blance of themſelves in her. The two elder 
looked upon her with great coldneſs; but the 
younger, who did not ſeem to be above eigh- 
teen, and who had ſtruck me, at firſt ſight, by 
the likeneſs I faw he had of his ſiſter, no foaner 
caſt his eyes upon her, but he ran to her with 
open arms, and gave her a thouſand tender em- 
braces, which Theofa not thinking herſelf yet 
authoriſed to receive, modeſtly endeavoured to 
avoid. But the other two did not leave her 
long in her confuſion. They rudely ſnatched 
her out of the arms of her brother, and threat - 
ened him with their father's diſpleaſure for act- 
ing a part ſo contrary to his deſigns. I was 
highly provoked at their gs ; and having 
ſeverely reproved them for it, deſired Theofa-to 
ſit down and wait for Condoidi. I had the 
Language Maſter, . as well as my Valet de 
Chambre, along wich me; and they were ſuffi- 
cient to ſhelter me from any kind of inſult. 


At 
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At length the father came home; but as ſoon 
2s he heard that I waited for him, and that I 
was 3 by a young woman, he went 
out in as great hurry e had been threat · 
ened by ſome miſchief, and ſent me word by 
the forrant who let me in, that he was aſto- 
niſhed, after what had paſſed between us in the 
morning, that I ſhould pretend to force him to 
receive à daughter whom he did not own. 
Shocked to the laſt degree at this 
piece of rudeneſs and cruelty, I took Theofa by 
the hand, and told her, as her birth did not in 
the leaſt depend upon the caprice of Condoidi, 
it was no matter whether he owned her or not, 
ſince it was manifeſt that ſhe was his daughter. 
My teſtimony and that of the Cadi. will have 
as much weight as an avowal of your fa- 
mily ; and I fee nothing elſe in their refuſing 
8 their friendſhip, which you have any reaſon 
to regret. I led her out, and no body had the 
good manners to wait on us to the door. As I 
did not expect much civility from young men to 
whom I was unknown, I was more ready to 
excuſe their rudeneſs to me, 9 their barba- 3 
rity to their ſiſter.. 
Poor Theofa ſeemed more aflifted by: this 
diſgrace een I ſuppoſed, as ſhe was ſo very 
unwilling to go along with me, ſhe could have 
been. his accident ſeemed to favour my de- 
ſigns, and ds ok to acquaint her with them 
at bu hn} uage Maſter's: but the forrowful air 
ſhe Tod 98 the evening, made me think 
it an unlucky time. 


I fatisfi myſelf therefore 
with telling her over and oyer again, that ſhe 


ought not to be [IP Gag fince the Was ſure _ 
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Dorn mat any ing, dhe told me, what affeded 


um, affers,, was the affurance which 
EN 


continuance, of my eſteem. 
Thaugh:this. compliment. had. + Kind. 
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icy i aps e fixed: i my reſolu ons, and 
e a birth of Thieofa 
troubleſome idea Which be- 
conſtantly recurring and wounded | 
—— . this night With greater tran- 
quility than the laſt. But with ſo many good 
qualities, and a noble birth, of which The hat 
10 ſhocking . 2 ſhould LE AY wiſhed to 
dave made h Ae honour had 
out TT: perfedtions are ſo qualified 
by her blemiſhes, that ſhe ſeems to be'exadtly 
| fitted for the; ſtation. i in which I would nc her, 
I dropped . aſleep, with, this 1 9911 and muſt 
bave been more plea with it than 10 in d, 
Gnce I was ſo much alarmed with a 1 
news which; I heard i awaked in the ant 
Ing. My Language Maſter came in, 2 great 
abgut nine o'clock, to tell me, that 
Theofa was juſt gone aA in-a chariot that bag 
been brought for her. by a ftranger. MD 
not, ſaid he, . leaſt rel: to 
along with hie z but. 1 5 have, Ropt'h 
— bot given me 90 Expreſs "orders to 
law. ane 15 1 Rae! in TEL or 


I interrupted. 


fiderate; _— = hb! \ 5 Ka 
oppaſe her? gen * Fay oug ght to have bins 
Rood my orders ; immediately added, 


that 


| lution, and that the leaſt ſhe could Wo 5 
1 of the reaſons of her conduct. E 
replieds, that ſhe knew not. to what haz l 
was. going; to expole herſelf, but that I might 
ſure, whatever, evils. befel her, that ſhe ſhould 
S * of 
Ikuom not ob what, n 
aich e in my beak 
0 erg 
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had baen there ſincs nine oclack, but was 
aſk, nde kl if, ba had, fear for. 
daughter, „i en cat ug rail e 
patience, He was ſo little the be 2 for 4885 
Win AN 6 gh way, ſo Gar kr Agr 
my incertainty, that | 
W him, Could I | oe 2 
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Vately to 


mankind ſhe had the 


a 1 do not doubt, faid he, either on board the 


: he ate "Greek? 4 


you in'a manner that Would ex- 
en „Han Was warmed: at 


9 in wich the _—_ re · 
4. on. ala but that-of com» 
an I burnt with im to hear him, 
told me that Theofa laſt night, a little after 
1 ſent for him r and 
that, a very moving ſpeech concerning her 
ſituation, ſhe deſired his aſſiſtance nar 
to a reſolution which ſhe was abſolutely deter- 
mined to execute. Not being able, faid; 
longer to bear the eyes of thoſe who knew her 
Thame- and misfortunes, ſhe was reſolved pri- 
quit Conſtantinopl aare-ve to ſome 
city of Europe, * — mi 
Jum in the 
She owned that de Realing. away — 
knowledge was an ill requital of my favours, 
and a breach of the confidence which ſhe ought 
to repoſe in her Benefactor. But as of all 
greateſt obligations and 
eſteem for me, I was — the perſon 
Whoſe preſence, converſation and friendſhip gave 
her the quickeſt ſenſe of the ſhame of — paſt 
life. At laſt, n her ar- 
ents, prevailed on the Maſter to 
. her as ſoon as it was — nt 
where there was a veſſel of Meſſina, in which 
ſhe reſolved to go to Sicily. 
Where is ſhe, ſaid I, MG e - 
«han ever? Thats what I want to know; and 
what you ſhould have told me before now, She 


ſhip, 
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ſhip, which is not to fail theſe ada, or 
at the Greek Inn on the Key, where 1 left hes. 
Fly thither, ſaid I, in à magiſterial tone, and 
engage her to return immediately to your houſe. | 
Be ſure, added I, threatening him at the fame 
time very ſeverely, not to let me fee your fact 
without her; I have not told you half what you 
have to fear from my anger, if I do not ſee her 
before noon. He went out without making me 
any reply. But in N di- 
ſtracted by a thouſand fears which I did not Nay 
to reflect on, I thought that every thing Which 
I did not do myſelf would be too dilatory or tos 
precarious. I called him back, being perſuaded; 
as I underſtood the language, that I might eaſily 
go Ron of. and 2 m_ _ 1 with - 
out being known, I wi ith you, 
ſaid ty bod have too baſely — me to de- 
ſerve to be truſted * ENG ee 38 ee 
I deſigned to dreſs very plainly, to walk thi- 
ther, and take no body with us but my Valet 
de Chambre. The Language Maſter endea- 
voured, while I was drefling, by all kinds of 
ſubmiſſions and excuſes, to recover my 
opinion. I did not doubt but that he had | 
views of intereſt in this affair ; but giving little 
heed to what he ſaid, I confined. my thoughts to- 
the ors was going to take. Notwithſtanding. 
the ardent deſire which I had of detaining The- 
_ ofa at Conſtantinople, yet, if I could have been 
aſſured of her intentions, and been perſuaded 
that ſhe really would have embraced a virtuous 
and recluſe way of life, I ſhould, I think, rather 
have forwarded than oppoſed her defire. Bat. 


ſuppoſing ber ſincere, what probability was there 
| y N . D 3 f 3 that. 


that it would be'poffible for her to reſiſt all the 
opportunities which the muſt neeeſſarily have 
of engaging in new adventures? The Captain 
of the ſhip, and many paſſengers that might em- 
bark along with her, raiſed my ſuſpicions. And 
if me did not ſeem deſigned by fate for a more 
regular courſe than ſhe Fad formerly lived, why 
ſhould I ſuffer an body elſe to rob me of the 
pleaſures which | had promiſed myſelf in her? 
Such were the bounds in which I thought 1 
till confined ſentiments. I went to the 
Inn, where the uage Maſter left her, and 
was told, that ſhe was in her chamber with a 
young Gentleman whom ſhe had ſeen upon the 
Key and fent for in. I was very curious eon- 
cerning the circumſtances of this Viſit. Theoſa, 
whom the young man immediately knew and 
embraced with great. tenderneſs, had very freely 
returned his careſſes, and they had been ſhut up 
together without any interruption for upwards 
of an hour. » 99 ion cnc yo; Fre i 
'T thought that all my predictions were now 
accompliſhed ; and was fo 'vexed and neal, 

that I had xe to have broke off all correſpon 
with Theofa, and to have went home again with 
out ſeeing; her. But the Principle of my actions 
continuing ſtill to difauife itſelf, I reſolved to do 
that out of curioſity, which 1 did not ſeem to 
deſire to do from any other motive, and ſent 
the Language Maſter up to tell her that J want- 
ed to peak with her. The confufion Which 
the bare mentioning of my name fave her, de- 
Prived her for ſome time of her ſpeech. "The 
Language Maſter came back and told me, "that 
the Gentleman that was with ber, Was the 
"youngeſt of Condotdi's three ſons, I Went to 
| er 
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why would you leave me, without a 
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her immediately. She attempted to throw her- 
ſelf ät my feet ; but T prevented her, aus found 
myfelf.much talmer dt feeling Her 'brovtivr than 
J could have expected After fuck violent como 
tions. Whether my ſentiments were fach 28 
I ſuppoſed them, ' 6r not, 1 found tr ff tuch 
leſs inclined to reproach her, lah to exprefs ty 
tranſports at finding her again. 
In ort, I continued 57 ſome time us the” 
my eyes were not the ſame they were te d 
before, to view her wich à fatisfaction, or father 
an extaſy, of which I had never bech Tenfible 
before. Her 8 Which till chen I Had on- 
y m admired, charmed me to Tuth a de- 
gree, that I drew my chair wich aloft H tranſport, 
in order, to be nearer to her. My fears of lofing 
her ſeemed to encreaſe, and I began to with her at 
the Language Maſter's again. © 'The fight of ſe- 
veral ſhips, among which I ſuppoſed Was that of 
Meſſina, raiſed a tumult in my breaſt which 
gave me great uneaſineſs. Vou would forlake 
me then, Theofa, ſaid I, with a ſorrowful aſpeck l 
and when you took this cruel reſolution, diſ- 
regarded the anguiſh which it would occaſion 
to one who is ſo entitely devoted to you But 
me, it adviſing me 
of your deſign? Have I to ill deſerved your 
confidence? She held down her head, and wept. 
And turning her eyes at length upon me, replied, 
that ſhe had one N La with 
concerning her gratitude. And if the Language 
count of my ſentiments for you, you could not 
ſuſpect me of it. She. went on to alledge the 


ſame reaſons which be had in her julliications 


4 
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and coming to young Condoidi, whom I migh 
| be ſurpriſed to 0 7 6 chamber, ſhe 41 5 
that ſeeing him go by, the remembrance of the af- 
fection which he had expreſſed for her the night 
before induced her to call him in; and that wh 
he had told her, was a new reaſon forhaſtening her 
departure. Condoidi had informed his three 
ſons that he had not the leaſt doubt of her being 
their ſiſter; but not being at all diſpoſed to re- 

. Ceive her into his family, had forbad them to 
enter into any 2 with her; and 
ſeemed, tho' he not explained himſelf, 
to have ſome black deſign in view. The Vouth 
being overjoyed at meeting his ſiſter, for whom 
he found his affection greatly encreaſe, had ex- 
horted her to be upon her guard againſt his fa- 
ther, and finding her determined to leave Con- 
ſtantinople, had offered to accompany her in her 
voyage. What council, added ſhe, would you 
give to the wretched Theofa, and what can ſhe 
chuſe but flight? _ wh 1 
I could have told her, that the 2 reaſon 
which ſhe had urged to juſtify her flight, which 
was the deſigns of her father, did not leſſen the 
grounds of my complaints, fince ſhe had reſolved 
upon it before ſhe knew that ſhe had any thing 
to apprehend from him. But making every 
thing give way to my deſire of detaining her, 
and being jealous even of her brother, I told her, 
that if her departure was right and neceſſary, 
ſhe ought at leaft to make the preparations for it, 
which it would be the greateſt imprudence to 
_ neglect. And accuſing her again of having too 
little reliance on my ſervices, I preſſed her to 
ſuſpend her defign till I had an opportunity of 


Ending her in a ſafer manner than with a Cap- 
tain %; was a perfect ſtranger to us all. As 
ſor young Condoidi, I commended his good dif- 
poſition, and offered to take him into my houſe, . 
where ſhe might _ ſuppoſe, that he would 
de as well accommodated, and have as much 


- "care taken of his education, as at his father's. 


I know not. whether her timorouſneſs was the 
occaſion of her yielding to my- ſolicitations: 


without reſiſtance 3 but judging by ber ſilence 


that ſhe conſented to go along with me, I ſent 
for a coach, and conducted her. back myſelf. 
The Language Maſter whiſpered ſomething in 
her ear, but I could not diſtinguiſh what. Con- 
doidi, who had been informed. by his ſiſter who 
I-was, was ſo overjoyed. at my offer, that I had 
a worſe opinion than ever of his father, ſince L 


| faw his ſon glad to be delivered from him. The 


deſire I had of being thoroughly informed of all 
the affairs of Theofa's family, was. one motive 
KIL him... ooo: | 
I fully reſolved, at our return to the Lan 


* 


Maſter's, to explain to Theofa the views I had 


oy regard to her; but not being able decently 
to diſengage myſelf from you ndoidi,, who 
ſeemed to | apprehend that I ſhould.: forget 
my promiſe, if he was but a. moment out of 
my ſight, I was forced to confine ' myſeis 
to doubtful expreſſions, which I; was not. 
ſurpriſed that ſhe did. not ſeem. to underſtand, 
This language however was ſo different. from. 
that which I had always uſed.. to. her, that one 
- who had naturally ſo much acuteneſs as ſhe had, 


could not but perceive: that it proceeded fram.. 


another: 


* 
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ofa had nobody yet to wait on her, but in tea 
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another ſource. The only alteration that I made 
at the Language Mafter's, was to leave my Va- 
let de Chambre there, under pretence that The- 


to inform me of all her ſteps, till I could fin 
ſome flave for her in whoſe fidelity T could 
fafely confide. I deſigned to procure two, one 
of each fex, and to carry them to her in the 
evening. Condoidi went home along with me. 
T made him quit his Greek habit, and dreffed 
him after the French manner. This change 
was fo much to his advantage, that I have ſeen 
few young men that were fo amiable in their 
erfons. had the ſame eyes and features as 
Theofa, and a very fine ſhape, the beauty of 
which was concealed by his former habit. He 
wanted however a thouſand. accompliſhments 
which education would have given him, and 
this confirmed me in my ill opinion of the cuſ- 
toms and manners of the Greek Nobility, But 
the relation in which he ſtood to Theofa, was 
enough to make me ſpare no caſt nor pains to 
cultivate his natural endowments. J order'd my 
Domeſtics to be as affiduous in waiting upon 
him as me, and hired divers Maſters the fame 
day to inſtruct him in all ſorts of polite exercifes 
and accompliſhments. Neither did I longer de- 
fer aſking ſome account of his family. I knew 
the antiquity of it, but the information which I 


wanted was fuch as might be uſeful to Theofa. 


In relating what I knew before of the anti- 
quity of his father's nobility, he told me that” 
he pretended to derive his deſcent from one Con- 
doidi, who was General to the laſt Emperor of 
the Greeks, and who made Mahomet II. ** 


— rr wg — with a cotiſiderable 
force; but the ſituation of ere 
not itting bim to approach it, he re 

— the miſerable condition. of that 
City, to ſacrifice his life to ſave the Empire of 
the Eaſt. Having ſelected out uf all his troops 
an hundred of the braveſt Officers, he made 
a propoſal to them of following him thro ways 
where they could have no hopes of oP 
an Army; and putting himſelf at their -hea® 
in the darkeſt part of the night, came to Ma- 
hometꝰ's whom he deſigned to kill in- 
his Tent. The Turks thought thenwelves ſo 
ſecure on that ſide, that the Guard which was' 
there was very weak and negligent 


* 


He pene- 
trated, if not to Mahomet's Tent, at leaſt to 
thoſe which furrounded it and belenged to his 
equipage. Not ſtaying to kill enemies Who were 
buried in fleep, he thought ef nothing but ef 
approaching the Sultan, and his firſt ſteps were 
ſucceſsful, But a Purkiſh woman who was 
ſtealing from one Tent to another, being alarm d 
at the noiſe of their mareb, run back a great 
hurry, and immediately communicated her fears 
all around her. Condoidi, whofe cond det was 
equal to his valour, deſpairidg of his ſueceſs, 
and thinking his life neceflary to His Maſter, 
ſince he c not rid him of his Enemy, pre- 
ſently ſummoned all his courage and prudence 
to open a for himſelf and the compa- 
nions of his enterprize, and was fo happy a 
to eſcape, during the confuſion of the Turks, 
with the lok of only two of his men. But he 
ſayed his. life only to loſe it more gloriouſly, — 
uy terrible 
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terrible revolution which 


after. His children, who were all very young, 
became the Subjects of the Turks, and one of 
them ſettled in the Morea, where his deſcend- 
ants experienced a great variety of fortune. 
+.» Their houſe was at laſt reduced to thoſe who 
were then at Conſtantinople, and to à Greek 
Biſhop of the ſame name, whoſe See was in a 
City of Armenia. Their Eſtate conſiſted of 
two villages, which produced yearly about a 
thouſand crowns of our money; and by a 
privilege which is very rare in the ons 
of the Grand Seignior, and which was the on- 
ly diſtinction of their family, always deſcended 
toiche- cdeft;. 4 teien 
But other hopes had drawn the father and his 
| ſons to Conſtantinople, and were evidently the 
cauſe of their inhumanity to Theofa. A rich 
Greek, their near relation, had made his 
Will, and left them his whole eſtate after his 
death, with this ſingle proviſo, that the Church 
had nothing to accuſe them of with regard to 
Religion and Liberty: two kinds of merit 
of which their whole nation is extreamly 
jealous. And the Church, that is, the Biſhop 
and his Suffragans, who were appointed the 
Judges of this bequeſt, were ſo much the more 
concerned not to be eaſily ſatisfied, as they 
were ſubſtituted in the room of the Legatees 
in the caſe which excluded them from tie ſuc- 
ceſſion. As Condoidi's wife had been tun a- 
- way with, the Greek Prelates had not failed 
to alledge the uncertainty with regard to her 
and her daughter, as an objection againſt che 
cution of the Will. And this was the * 


* 
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) ſion that Condoidi, after he had diſcovered his 
f ons concerning the adventures of his wife and 
daughter, than to cauſe the /Raviſher to be 

. puniſhed, as ſoon as he had confeſſed him- 
ö felf guilty of the rape, and had declared that 
they were dead: Hoping that the difcovery*of 
| the circumſtances they might have fallen into, 
. would be prevented by his death, As he was 
| not ignorant of what the Criminal had told 
the Cadi, he was the more urgent to make 
him looked upon as an impoſtor, and did not 

reſt till he ſaw him led to execution. The 
Patriarch did not ſeem at all the more inclined, 

by the declarat ions which the Raviſher made of 

their death, to ſurrender the eſtate to Condoi- 

di, but inſiſted upon proofs which the othes 

did not think himſelf obliged to give. The 
unexpected appearance of his daughter alarm d 

him in a terrible manner. Far from being in- 

clined to examine her pretenſions, by 

what accident ſhe was at Conſtantinople, he 

W nded nothing ſo much as diſcoveries 

- which might prejudice his hopes. In ſhort, 
being perſuaded the death of the ſteward, 
that ſhe would find it extreamly difficult to 
prove her birth, he reſolved, not only not to 
own, but even to accuſe her of being an im- 
poſtor, and to ſolicit her puniſhment, in caſe 
ſhe ſhould inſiſt upon, and pretend to prove, 
her title. N * af N 
And I am miſtaken, added the youth, if he 
has not formed a yet more dreadful deſign; for 


he was, after your viſit, in an of paſſi- 
on which he never ſeels but it produces fame 


mg | very 
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very ex effect; and I dare not ſay 
what lengths ſuch tranſports have enen 
| carried him. 

Ibis account convinced me that it would 

be difficult to perſuade Condoidi to.own Theo- 
fa for his daughter; but I was not much 
alarm'd at his deſigns, and flatter d myſelf, 
whatever methods he might take to hurt her, 
that I ſhould find it very eaſy to ſereen ber 
from his attempts. This thought made me 
drop my deſign of not letting him know who 
I was, or at leaſt what intereſt I had in his 
daughter. I deſired his ſon, on the (contrary, 
to go to him the ſame day, to inform him 
that I had taken Theofa under my protection, 
and had received him into my houſe. | 

As 1 — que. my new ſcheme 
in practice immediately, I enquired after two 
fuch ſlaves as I thought were neceſſary to it: 
and went to, the Language Maſter's Oy 
hn 15 

My Valet de Chambre expected me with. 
great 8 and had been ſtrongly tempt- 
ed to ara us to come and give mean 
account of ſome obſervations which he thou he 
of importance. A meffenger from the 
woe been there with very rich 
and the Language Maſter had talked to kings 
long while with a very myſterious air. My 
Valet not underſtanding the FTurkiſn language, 
ſeemed not to take any notice of what had paſſed z. 
and having no hopes of gathering any thing 
from their words, contented himfelf with ob- 
ſet ving them at a diſtance. What appeared 
. to him, was to ſee the Selictar's 
preſents 
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ferits accepted of by the Language Maſter 
4 . laifant Pander They conſiſted 
of rich ſilks, and a great number of ſewels 
for the uſe of women. He watched very 
narrowly to ſee with what air Theofa would 
receive them; but aſſured me, tho” he had 
kept his eyes continually upon the door of her 
apartment, and as often as poſfible upon her, 
that he had not ſeen them carried to her. 

As T had no occaſion to uſe any ceremony 
with the — Maſter, and was 11 
that he himſelf Rows exp ain this affair, I 
immediately called him 8 account for his 
conduct. "He perceived at the firft word that 
he was Sifcovered 3 ' and hopin * | ant” | 
from artifice, confeſs'd that had, with” 
Theofa's leave, to whom he bad repreſented 
his great poverty, applied the Selictar's pre- 
ſents to his own uſe. I am very poor, faid 
he: and telling Theofa the preſents were uns 
doubtedly hers, ſince they were ſent her with- 
out any conditions; the acknowledgement 
which tte thought The owed me for ſome little 
ſervices which I had done her, induced her 
to conſent that I ſhould keep them. It was 
eaſy for me to gueſs, after this — | 
at the motives which made him fo _ 
aliſt her in her flight. I immediate 5 
confidence in a man who was capable 1 ſo 
daſe an action; and tho' I could not charge 
him with a direct want of honeſty, ho: WT 
told him that he had nothing more to ex 
from my friendſhip. The power which I Bo 
over ſuch a fellow as this, hindered" the front 


| coltidering that my warmth was 3 
| | ut 
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But as I had reſolved to change Theofa's lodge. 
ings, I no longer wanted his ſervice, © 

I was ſo well ſatisfied with the. perfon from 
whom I bad the two Slaves whom I brought 
along with me, that I had an entire confidence 
in them. I had informed them of my defigns, 
and promiſed them their liberty as a reward o 
their fidelity and zeal. The woman had ſerved 
in ſeveral Seraglios, and was a Greek as well 
as Theofa. The man was an Egyptian; and 
" tho? I did not regard their. perſons, they had 
both an air above their condition. I preſented 
them to Theofa. She made no difficulty to 
accept of them; but aſked of what uſe they 
could be to her, ſince: ſhe was to ftay fo nul 
a while at Conſtantinop le. ee 

I was with her alone, and took this oppor- 
tunity to acquaint her with my ſcheme. But 
tha? I. had ſtudied the propoſition which T Was 
going. to make, and. fancied that it would be 
very agreable to ber; yet I: did not find the 
facility with which I. uſually expreſſed myſelf, 
Every look which I caſt upon Thee fa, raiſed 
a flutter. and tumult in my breaſt, of which 
1 wanted to inform her, that ſhe might thence 
infer my.meaning, and fave me, the confuſion 
of a direct avowal of it: But as theſe emoti- 
ons were not capable ſo ſuddenly to change a 
reſolution in which I. was fixed; I told her 
with a trembling voice, that my concern for 
her welfare making me look upon her departure 
as a ſtep that could not end well, I was de- 
termined to make her a much more agreeable 
offer, which would place her in a 1 
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there I could warrant. her all che retirement 
which ſhe ſeemed to deſire, and an ablolute ſe- 
curity againſt any enterprize of Condoidi. 1 
have, continued I, at a little diſtance from the 
City, a very agreeable ſeat both as to its ſitua- 


and the extrao 


w . 
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cares, 
life happy * 
diſquiet. In ſhort, here you will find the wide dif- 
ference that there is $4 living with -an 
old man in a Seraglio, and with one of my age, 
who unites all his deſires in you, and —_— 
your happineſs the ſtudy of his life. 
I looked on the ground all the time I was 
making this ſpeech, as tho' I preſumed tos 
much on the power which I had over her, and 
was fearful of abuſing it. And my thoughts 
being more employed about my paſſion than 


the ſcheme of life which I had formed for her, 


I. waited with more impatience to hear her ex- 
plain herſelf with regard to her inclinations for 
me, than concerning the retirement and ſafe- 
ty. which 1 had mentioned in the offer, I had 
made her. Her ſlowneſs in anſwering began 0 
make me very uneaſy. At laſt, ſeemiig to 


have got over a doubt which had given 2 
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good deal vf trouble, ſhe.rtokd ine, Cio!:fhe 
could not change her. opiniom von ing the 
neceſity there Was r Conſtantino- 
ple, that ic would be mort agtceable to Wait in 
the Country than the e for tire opportuni- 
ty which 1 had 'promiſtd ſoon to prbcure her 
of doingit-i in a commod tous manner. And men- 
tioning her gratitude, ſhe added, that. my fa: 
vours had no bounds, and that ſhe fhould mot 
attempt to compute the value of them, dine in 
obliging an unfortunate creature, who was not 
capable of doing any thing to ſetve me, {could 


to be ſure mean nothing but'to/gratify my ge- 
; neroſity. As my heart was tortured With ua vas: 


riety of paſſions,- it is natural to-duppolc that J 
ſhould have choſen a niore direct anſwer ; but 
thinking myſelf too happy at ſeeing her incln- 
ed to goalong with me into the Country, I did not 
ſtay to — "4 whether {he underſtood my 
meaning, or whether what - ſhe had faid was 
& conſent or a refuſal, but gy RAR habeas 
| with me that minute, 

She made no objections, and 1 bid my Va - 
let de (hambre to order my chariot to the door 
immediately, It was hardly nine o clock. 1 
purpoſed to ſup with her in the country, and 
what did I nor afterwards promiſe myſelf from 
this happy night? But as 1-began to expreſs 
my joy, the Language Maſter came in with an 
air of conſternation, and taking me — 2 
me that the Selictar, — unar 
Stivds; aſked/to ſee Theofa. The San Seien 
this'ngws gave me, hindered me at firſt from 
donſidering that this Lord was at the door him» 
ſelf. An did yo not tell Him, ſaid þ = that 
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Theofa could not receive his viſit ? He*corfefPP,” 
with the ſame ſeeming ' diſorder, chat e 
him not to be the gelidar himſelf,” but 
his ſervants, he thought to put him off by tell- 
ing him that I was with Theofa; but that the 
Selictar was only the more eager to come in, 
and order d him to let me kno that he was 
| there. It was impoſſible for me to avoid ſeinghim; 
and if I wonder'd what love could make a 
man of his Rank ſtoop to, it was not fo mach for 
the ſake of a reflection which was as applica- 
ble to me as to him, as to excuſe the confuſion in- 
to which this unlueky accident threw me. I 
did not doubt but that this was a new piece 
of treachery of the Language Maſter; but ſcorn- 
ing to vent my reproaches on fo perfidious a 
wretch, I entreated Theofa not to give à man 
any advantage over her, with whoſe” views ſhe 
was ſo well acquainted. This anxiety was a 
further — of my "own. She affaretl 
me that it was in wbehiener to me, that 
he conſented to Ky = of his viſt, 
went to meet him. He embraced me ver 
affectionately, and jeſting pleaſantly on fo 
a rencounter, ſaid the Far Greek had to 
cauſe to complain either of friendſhip or love. 
Repeating afterwards what he had told me be- 
ſorè concerning his paſſion for her, he added, 
that he had fo firm à 'reFfance on my word, 
that he fhould be pleaſed at my being a wk 
"neſs to the propofals be wot mate her. Ts 
| „and the ſcene to which it was 
A Nala, wo equally perp rptexed me. "How diffe- 
rent a perf 1 now find myſelf” from 
what? — fact, when I proteſted ba 
wy . neroluty 


way of talking 
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neroſity was the only motive which engaged me 
to intereſt myſelf in Theofa's affairs! And in 
a diſpoſition of which I could no longer doubt, 
how could I be ſure that I ſhould have a ſuffi- 
cient command of my temper, patiently. to hear 
the offers and courtſhip of a Rival? I was, 
however, under a neceſſity of doing myſelf this 
violence, which was the more intolerable-as it 
was wholly owing to myſelf. Theofa was in 
ſome confuſion at ſeeing us come in together; 
and in a much greater, when going to her, he 
talked plainly of his paſſion, and wearied her 
with all. the expreſſions of fondneſs which a- 
mong the Turks have the air of the ſtudied 
part of a Player. I attempted ſeveral times 
to interrupt a Comedy which could not but 
be as inſupportable to. Theofa as to me; and 
T went ſo far as to. anſwer for her. She pro- 
poſes, ſaid I, to quit Conſtantinople ; and this 
muſt give her great concern, ſince it puts it 
out of her power to liſten to ſentiments whick 
are ſo full of tenderneſs, and ſo agreeably ex- 
preſſed. But what I thought ſufficient to check 
his career, or. at leaſt to moderate the warmth 
of his expreſſions, ſerved only to haſten the 
offers ſor which he was prepared: He reproach- 
ed her with a deſign, which. ſhe formed, he 
ſaid, only to make him miſerable ; but flafter- 
ing himſelf that he ſhould yet. gain her: affec- 
tions, he told. her of a ſtately houſe which he 
had on the Boſphorus, and which he was refolv= 
ed to ſettle upon her for life, with an eſtate 
ſufficient to ſupport the grandeur of ſo magni» 
nificent an edifice. She ſhould live there not 
only free and independent, but ſhould have an 


abſolute 
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abſolute command of every thing 
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Slaves of both Sexes, all his jewels, the num- 
ber and luftre of which were aſtoniſhin „ and 
every thing elſe ſhe could wiſh for. He was 
in a ſufficient degree of favour with the Sub- 
lime Port to be out of the reach of the jea- 
louſy of any perſon whatſoever. No fortune 
had” a — foundation than that which was 
founded upon him. And that ſhe might not 
doubt of his ſincerity, he made me a witneſs” 
of his promiſes. 
| Theſe offers, expreſſed in the fwelling ohraſely 
which are natural to the Turks, Aiden a ſuffici- 
ent impreſſion upon me to make me appre- 
hend that they had made too deep an one upon 
Theofa, I was ſurpriſed that his propoſals ſhould 
have ſo great a reſemblance of mine; and as 
they had much more of pomp and ſplendor, 
trembled for m ſcheme, which had hitherto 
went on fo w 
lictar failed, I cou d have no hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding. But how greatly were my fears in- 
creaſed, when Theofa, being urged to anſwer, 
ſeem'd to be more affected by his offers than 
he himſelf. 1 An air of complacency, 
which ſpread itſelf over her face, made me ſee 
more charms in it than I had ever obſerved 
—— She always uſed when I — her, to 


and — pangs of | 
— ow'd me all the fires of love lighted 
up in her ; and threw me into a tranſ- 
port of r " when 1'heard her add; chat the 


deſired y four and twenty hours to deter 
mine. She ended this ſcene by earneſtly en- 
treating 


which be- 
longed to him. He would give her thirty 


„ imagining, that if the 8e- 
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treating him to retire; and recollecting after - 
wards, that he might be offended at — not 
having made the ſame requeſt to me, or at 
her ſcrupling to let him ſtay in a place where 
ha had found me, ſhe added e that 
with a. Benefactor to whom the, owed her 
— ſhe was leſs circumſpect than with a 
Stranger, whom ſhe had bad, ſeen n 
times before. 

I might perhaps have found ſamethi 
the concluſion of her ſpeech to have let 5 
or ſuſpended my torments, had my prejudi- 
ces and paſſions given me leave to have con- 
ſidered it. But being terribly alarmed at the 
time which ſhe took to give her anſwer, 
made deſperate by the tranſports of the Selictar, 
and almoſt choaked by the violence which I did 
myſelf to conceal — tortures, I thought of 
nothing but getting into the ſtreet, to eaſe my- 
ſelf a little by fighs and complaints. I had not- 
bowever reſolution enough to leave him behind 

me, and when we went away tagether, was tor- 
— afreſh by being obliged, to hear, for up- 
wards of an hour, _ extaſies and. raptures 
with which his good fortune had. inſpized him, 
I. could not — that the ſatisfaction with 
which Theofa heard him, could be. the effect 
of ſo ſhort an interview; and knowing his ho- 
nour and openneſs of temper, aſked him the 
occaſion of a viſit at which I was ſo much 
ſurpriſed. He very readily told me, that having 
the ſame day ſent Theofa ſeveral preſents, 
which ſhe accepted of without anſwering his 
letter, he ſounded the Language: Maſter, with 
regard to the deßgn he had of going print 
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to hia houſe, that u roward engaged 
this mercenary wretch ta conſent to it, and 
that he in formed him that I was there regular- 
ly every night. But as you know the nature 
of my fentimonts for her, continued the Selictar, 
and am nat ignorant of N I was ſo far 
from thinking — preſence an objection to 
my: viſit, - that I was. leated with the are e 
of having you for a witneſs of my 
and promiſes. He repeated his r ics of 
faithfully performing them, and ., making an 
experiment of a pleaſure to which Muſſulmen 
were ſtrangers. 

I could not help appludier ſo. much frankneſs 
and ſo bongurable a manner of proceeding; 
And reflocting on the tortures I had endured, 
the terms on which I was with him, and the 
thouſand ſcruples, of honour. of which I could 
not help ſenſible, I.reſalw'd to ſubdue m 
— which I had ſuffered to have too. great 
a ſway. With this reſolution I took my 
of the Selictar. But. I had gone only. 1 hop 
ſteps before I heard ſome body call my Valet 
de Chambre, Wwho was the only ſervant T had 
with me. I preſently | perceived that it was 
Jazir, the Slave I had given to Theofa. The 
reflection with which L left the Selictar ſtill 
operated: ſo ſtrongly, that I began to give him 
ſome orders which would have ſeemed harſh 
to his Miſtreſs, but be prevented me by thoſe 
he brought from her. Theofa had ſent him 
after me, bidding bim wait at a diſtance ill 
I had parted, de the Sell and then de- 
ſue me to come back ta her. I had a ſtruggle 
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ſtrengthen'd by the reflections I had made; 
and my ſorrow to ſee all my late hopes miſ- 
carry. But I avoided the trouble of this dif. 
cuſſion, by finding a motive to which 
had nothing in common with either of theſe; 
I had forgot my watch which I had a great 
value for on account of its excellent work- 
manſhip. Not conſidering whether it was 
not properly my Valet de Chambre's bufineſy 
to fetch it, 1 went back with the Slave, high. 
ly delighted with a pretence which hid my 
weakneſs, even from myſelf, What will the 
faithleſs ungrateful Theofa ſay to me? How 
attempt to excuſe her levity? Theſe were my 
complaints as I went along ; and far from 
conſidering that ſhe had never granted me any 
thing which might authoriſe ſuch expreſſions, 
I only grew the warmer the nearer I came to 
the Language Maſter's. I ſhould certainly have 
Accoſted her with the bittereſt reproaches, if 
I had ſeen in her the leaſt ſigns of fear and 
confuſion. But my — exceeded all bounds, 
when I ſaw her well pleaſed, merry, and a 
it were ready to bleſs her ſtars for her good 
fortune. She did not ſuffer my doubts to laſt 
long. ' You muſt own, faid ſhe, that I had no 
other way to get rid of the Selictar's im- 
portunities ; but if your chariot is ready, we 
will leave the City immediately. And I ſhou'd 
be ſorry, added ſhe, to have the Language 
Maſter let into the ſecret, for I plainly fee 
that he betrays us. As I was now more con- 
founded with joy than I was with grief, before 
ſhe had an opportunity to tell me, that when 
be inform'd him of her deſign to quit Conſtan- 


tinople, 
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tinople, ſhe had the ſatisfaction to find him 


very ready to aſſiſt her; but perceived that in- 
tereſt was the only motive of bis zeal. He 


aſked her leave to keep the Selictar's pre- 
ſents, telling her that ſhe had no occaſion to 


trouble herſelf about any thing which might 


be ſaid of her after ſhe was gone. What he 


whiſpered in her ear upon the key, was to 
deſire her to conceal this affair from me. 


And tho' he ſeemed, by the care he had taken 


to get her conſent, not to be capable of a 
downright theft, yet ſhe did not doubt but 


that he had ſome hand in the Selictar's viſit 


and propoſals. And that ſhe had, in ſhort, 


all the reaſon in the world to accept of the 


offer I had made her of my country houſe; 
and that if I was ſo kind as to gratify her 


deſire, I ſhould not put off our journey till the 


next day. 


I was ſo raviſhed with hearing her, and ſo. 


determined not to delay a moment what I 
deſired ſo much more than ſhe, that I did 
not ſtay to anſwer her, but order'd my cha- 
riot to be brought back immediately. It had 
been there while I was with the Selictar 
and I had commanded my Valet de Cham- 


bre to ſend it home again. I was under no 
difficulty about concealing, Theofa's retreat 


from the Language Maſter ; but all my rap- 

tures not being able to put the Selictar out 
of my head, I had ſome uneaſineſs about the 
manner in which he might take this affair. 
But my ſcruples preſently vaniſhed, and I 
thought myſelf ſafe from his reproaches. The 
declaration which I made him of my ſentiments 


E * Was 


K 
| 
. 
F 
1 


98 The Fair Greek. 
was ſincere, I never promiſed him that they 
would not alter; and having given him an op. 
portunity to gain Theofa by his offers, he could 
have no grounds to complain of me, though ſhe 
ſhould prefer mine to his. But ſhe had flattered 
him with hopes, and the time ſhe took to de. 
termine was a ſort of promiſe to ſee him again, 
and plainly to tell him her mind. I- feared! 
Mould perplex her a little by putting her in mind 
of this difficulty; but ſhe had foreſeen it. Go- 
ing into her chamber after I had given orden 
about 75 chariot, I found her with a pen in her 
hand. I am writing, faid ſhe, to the Selictar, 
to put an end to any hopes he may have from 
my anſwer. I will leave my Letter with the 
Language Maſter, who will without doubt be 
pleaſed to do him a new piece of ſervice. | 
told her I approved of her defign, and ſhe went 
on with her Letter. I did myſelf the violence 
to reſtrain all expreſſions of my joy, as though 
the fear of being croſſed by ſome new accident 
had made me-ſuſbend its tranſports. The Lan- 
guage Maſter, whom I looked upon with in- 
dignation, and whoſe remorſe, perhaps, made 
him endeavour to be reconciled to me, ſent to 
deſire my leave to come in. By all means, re- 
plied Theofa ; and ſeeing him appear, ſhe told 
him that ſhe was reſolved to quit Conſtantinople, 
that ſhe had given me ſuch reaſons for it as 
forced me to approve of her reſolution, and that 
The ſhould be glad to inform the Selictar of the 
rateful ſenſe which ſhe fetained of his favours. 
She gave him the Letter the had written; and 
ſaid with a malicious ſmile, you will very 
readily execute my commiſſion, ſince you * 


paid for it before-hand, and ſince the Selictar no 
more than I deſigns to call you to account for 
his preſents. I could not upon this occaſion 
help reproaching him with his treachery. He 
proteſted, to juſtify himſelf, that he Was nat 
conſcious of any breach of truſt; and remind- 
ing me of the frankneſs with which he had con- 
ſelled the part he ated with regard to Theofa's 
flight, as ſoon as he found how much it affected 
me, he deſired me from thence to judge of the 
ſincerity of his intentions. But knowing full 
well what was to be attributed to his fear of 
my vengeance, and reſolving to employ him no 
more, I only deſired him to tell the Selictar that 
I would wait upon him very ſoon. 
I was, indeed, already thinking of ſome/ me- 
thods by which I ſuppoſed I might infallibly pre- 
ſerve the friendſhip of this Lord, notwithſtand- 
ing the oppoſition of our intereſts; but hear- 
ing my chariot at the door, I took Theofa by 
the hand to lead her to it, graſping it with a 
tranſport of joy, which L could no longer diſſem- 
ble. And though I deſigned at firſt to ſend her 
alone under the care of my Valet de Chambre, 
that the Language Maſter might not gueſs which 
way ſhe went; yet I could not deny myſelf the 
pleaſure of going along with her, maſter of her 
fortune and her perſon, by her conſenting to re- 
treat to my houſe, and of her heart too, as I 
flattered myſelf, For what other conſtruction 
could I put upon her throwing herſelf into my 
arms with ſo much confidence? + 
L had no ſooner taken my place by her ſide, 
but I ſnatched a rauiſhing kiſs, of which I had 
the pleaſure to think her not inſenſible ; and a 
$3.44 E 2 ſigh, 
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figh, which ſhe could not ſuppreſs, made me 
judge yet more favourably of what paſſed in her 
heart. All the way we went J preſſed her hand 
in mine, with which I flattered myſelf ſhe was 
as well pleaſed as I. Every action had a tincture 
of fondneſs in it, and all my words continually 
glowed with the flame which raged in my heart 
with greater violence than ever; but they were 
both, through my natural love of decency, 

equally guarded and modeſt. | 
If Theofa ſometimes endeavoured to check 
my ardour, ſhe did not do it from coldneſs or 
averſion. She only entreated me not to miſap- 
ply ſuch ſoft and endearing language to one who 
was uſed to the tyrannical cuſtoms of a Seraglio; 
and when this manner of endeavouring to avoid 
only redoubled my careſſes, ſhe added, that it 
was not ſtrange that the French Ladies were 
happy, if all the men condeſcended to treat 
them with ſuch exceſſive complaiſance. | 
It was about midnight when we arrived at 
my Country Houſe, which was ſituated near a 
village called Oru. I had made no extraordi- 
nary preparations; but as I often carried m 
friends thither at times when I was leaſt expected, 
there was always ſomething ready to entertain 
them elegantly. I mentioned ſupper as ſoon as 
we got there, but Theofa told me ſhe had more 
need of reſt. I inſiſted, however, upon the ne- 
ceſſity of refreſhing ourſelves a little by a ſlight 
and delicate collation. We did not fit long at 
table, and I ſpent more time in jeſting and look- 
ing at Theofa, than in eating. I had told my 
Domeſtics in which room ] intended to lie, and 
one of the reaſons of my preſſing —_ to 
| e 
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take a little refreſhment, was to give them time 
to deck it out in the moſt elegant manner. Hav- a 
ing repeated what ſhe had ſaid of her wanting 
rel. ] conſtrued this declaration as a 9 
hint of the impatience of her deſires; and 
thought myſelf happy in finding in ſo amiable 
a miſtreſs vivacity enough to with for the happy 
hour, and modeſty enough to diſguiſe her incli- 
nations. EY 0 
My ſervants, who had known me more than. 
once make this uſe of my houſe at. Oru, and 
were ordered beſides to prepare only one bed, had 
diſpoſed in the ſame apartment every thing which 
was commodious for Theofa and me. I led 
her to it with an exceſs of joy and gallantry. 
Her Slave and my Valet de Chambre, who at- 
tended us thither, began to do their office ; and 
jeſting with Bema (that was the name of her 
Slave) I deſired her not to incur my diſplea- 
ſure by being too tedious, I imagined that 
Theofa had naturally entered into all my views, 
and thought her ſo well diſpoſed to the conclu- 
ſion of this ſcene, that I had not ſo much as 
a thought of throwing any veil over my deſigns. 
With a woman who had given me ſo plain an, 
account of her adventures at Patras and in the 
Seraglio, I was not, I thought, any ways ob- 
| hged to uſe the precautions and diſguiſes which 
relieve, the modeſty of an unexperienced girl; 
and, if I may be indulged another reflection, 
I could not expect any exceſs of modeſty and 
reſerve in one whoſe acknowledgments I had ſo 
juſt a title to, and who had beſides. delivered 
herſelf ſo voluntarily into my hands. And, in- 
deed, the ſtrongeſt paſſion which J hitherto had 
\Þ E 3 for 
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for hery ſeemed to myſelf to be only that of # 
Eibertine';. and I preferred her, I thought, to 
all other women, only becauſe ſne hit my fancy 
better, and ſeemed to promiſe me more plea- 
ſure. ih! 

As ſoon as ſhe obſerved that my Valet de 
Chambre began to unUreſs me, ſhe puſhed away 
her Slave, who was doing her the ſame office, 
and remained for ſome time penſive and dubious. 
I faw her countenance change; but being at 
the other end of the room, fancied I was de- 
ceived by the darkneſs of the night. But ob- 
ſerving her ſtand ſtill, and Bema idle by her, 
I ventured, though with ſome eonfuſion, to jeſt 
2 little upon the apprehenſion I was under that 
ſhe would make me wait. This way of talk- 
ing, which cireumſtandes made very plain, 
quite confounded her. She went from the glaſs 
before which ſhe ſtood, and throwing herſelf, in 
a Janguiſhing poſture, upon a ſopha, leaned her 
head upon her hand, as though the deſigned to 
hide her face from me. I apprehended at firſt 
that ſhe was ſeized with ſome ſudden diſorder. 
We had travelled in the night, and our collation 
conſiſted only of fruits and ice. I run to her 
with the greateſt eagerneſs, and aſked what was 
the matter with her. She made me no anſwer. 
My uneaſineſs enereaſing, I took hold of the 
hand on which ſhe reſted her head, and offered 
to pull it to me, but ſhe drew it back. At laſt, 
wiping away ſome tears, of which I perceived 
the traces, ſhe deſred me to ſend away the 
Servants, and hear her for a few minutes. 
As ſoon as we were alone; ſhe fixed her eyes 
upon the floor, and told me, with a fecble 1 
a ag an 
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and an air of conſternation, that ſhe could not 
diſpute any thing I required of her, but that ſhe 
never expected this. She ſaid no more, as if 
grief and fear had ſtopped her there; and I per- 
ceived by her manner of breathing that her 
heart felt the moſt violent emotions. My ſur- 
prize, and, perhaps, a ſenſe of ſhame which I 
could not preſently overcome, rendered me: 
ſpeechleſs; and it would have been the oddeſt 
ſight in the world to have ſeen us both as much 
dejected and amazed, as though we had been 
ſuddenly ſtruck with ſome mortal diſeaſe. 

At length, recovering myſelf a little, I of- 
fered again to take hold of her hand, and preſ- 
ſing it in mine, a moment, ſaid I, during this 
tender ſtruggle, ſuffer me to hold it a moment, 
while I talk to and hear you. She ſeemed to 
comply rather through a fear of offending than 
a. deſire of pleaſing me. Alas | ſaid ſhe, with 
the ſame ſadneſs of heart, what right have I to 
refuſe you? Is there any thing in my power 
which is not more properly yours than mine? 
No, no, I could never have expected this. Hep 
tears began to flow in greater abundance, Dur- 
ing the confuſion of this ſcene, I had ſome 
ſulpicion of her ſincerity, and began to think- 
her grief and | oppoſition. affected; having often 
heard that moſt of the Turkifh. girls boaſt of 
not granting their favours till after. a long re- 
ſiſtance. But the ſimplicity which I obſerved 
in her ſorrows, and the ſhame of not anſwerin 
the opinion which ſhe had of me, if ſhe was 
lincere, made me ſuppreſs.my paſſions. Seeing her 
coatinue to hold down her head,. Don't be afraid, 
laid I, „ but be aſſured that - 
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all mankind I am the leaft capable of giving 
Fou uneaſineſs, or of offering any violence to 
your inclinations. My deſires are the natural 


that you would not refuſe me what you volun- 
tarily granted to the Son of the Governor of 
Patras and Baſſa Cheriber. Our paſſions are 
not in our own power, — She interrupted me 
by an exclamation, which proceeded I thought 
from a heart full of anguiſh ; and when I talked 
in a manner, which 1 judged proper to pacify 
Her, ſhe told me that I had fled up the meaſure 
of her grief. Not being able to gueſs at the 
cauſe of ſo odd a behaviour, and not daring to 
ſay a ſingle word more for fear of making mat- 
ters worſe, I entreated her to tell me what J 
muſt do, what I muſt ſay to appeaſe the ſtorm 
J had raiſed, and not to think me guilty of a 
crime, ſince ſhe muſt know I did not mean to 
offend her. The manner in which I pronounced 
this requeſt, made her apprehend that ſhe had 
in her turn diſpleaſed me by her complaints. 
O! beſt of men, ſaid ſhe (an expreſſion which 
is very common among the Turks) judge more 
favourably of the ſentiments of your unhappy 
Slave, and that it is impoſſible for you to do 
any thing with regard to me which can be called 
an offence. But you have cleft my heart with 
grief. What I deſire, adds ſhe, ſince you per- 
mit me to explain my deſires, is to be left to 
my own fad thoughts to night, and to give me 
leave to communicate them to you in the 
morning; but, if there is too much preſump- 
tion in this requeſt of your Slave, wait at leaſt 


She 
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She attempted to throw herſelf at my feet, but 
I would not ſuffer her to do it; and riſing from 
the ſopha where I ſat to hear her, I aſſumed as 
free and unconcerned an air as though I had 
never thought of my any propoſition of love, 
Lay afide terms, ſaid I, which no longer ſuit 
your condition. You are ſo far from being a 
Slave, that you have an abſolute power over me, 
which I was but too willing to grant you. | 
I would ſcorn to owe your heart to authority, 
even though I had a right to make uſe of it. 
You ſhall paſs this night, and the reſt of your 
life, if you pleafe, with all the tranquility you 
ſeem to deſire. I immediately called her Slave, 
and bid her, without the leaft paſſion, do her 
duty ; and retiring with the ſame apparent calm- 
neſs, went into another apartment, and got in- 
ſtantly into bed. I had fome remains of per- 
turbation, which, notwithſtanding all my efforts, 
could not ſhake off; but I flattered *myſelf 
that reſt and ſleep would ſoon reſtore the ſerenity 
of my heart and mind, x. 

As ſoon as the darkneſs and ſilence of the. 
night had begun to recollect my ſcattered ſenſes, . 
all the circumſtances which had fo lately paſſed 
before my eyes, preſented themſelves in colours 
almoſt as lively to my imagination. As I had 
not loſt one word of what Theofa had faid, . the 
firſt ſentiments which I felt in making a review 
of it, were, without doubt, indignation and con- 
fuſion, I could alſo eaſily perceive that the 
readineſs with which I conſented to leave her to 
herſelf, and all the unconcernedneſs which I. 
ſhowed at quitting the room, were owing to 
the ſame cauſe ; and I confirmed this opinion. 
N ä E 
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by reproaching myſelf for my weakneſs and 


folly. Ought I not to bluſh at freling an in- 


clination for a girl of this ſort, and fhould 1 
ſuffer a liking of her to proceed fo far as to give 
me uneaſimeſs and trouble? Is not Turkey full 
of Slaves, from whom I may expect the fame 
pleaſures? I have then, added I; in ridicule of 
my own folly, been very near falling feriouſly 
in love with a girl whom I took out of a Serag. 
lio at Conftaminople, and who was not, per. 
haps; admitted into that of Cheriber till after 
ſhe had tried all the reſt. Coming afterwards 
to the refuſal which ſhe had made me of her 
favours, after having been ſo prodigal of them to 
I know not how many Furks,. I was amazed 
at my exceſſive delicacy, wich could ſet ſo high 
a price on the leavings of old Cheriber. But 
I thought it yet more admirable that Theofa 
ſhould fo ſoon have learnt the value of her 
charms, and that the firſt man to whom ſhe 
mould proffer to fell them at ſo dear a rate, 
ſhould be a Frenchman, and one too who had 
fo much experience in the traffic of women. 
She hoped, faid I, from the good-natured' air 
which appears in: my face and manners, to 
make me her firſt cull ; and this young Coquet, 
who had I thought ſo much ſimplicity and frank- 
neſs, ſuppoſes, perhaps, that ſhe has artifice 
enough to lead me wherever ſhe pleafes. 
After I had as it were ſatisfied my refentment 
by theſe reflections, I came by degrees to con- 
ſider this matter thoroughly and with leſs paſ- 
ſion. I reviewed Fheofa's whole conduct with 
regard to me, ſince I firſt ſaw her in Cheriber's 
Seraglio. Has ſhe ever by any word, or action, 
5 8 diſcovered 
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diſcovered her intentions to be ſuch as I ſuppoſed 


they were? Have I not on the contrary been 


often ſurpriſed to ſee her catch and improve into 
maxims of the moſt refined morality, the leaſt 
hints which I gave her of reflection; and have I 
not been even aſtoniſhed at the acuteneſs and 
energy of all her reaſonings? She was, indeed, 
ſometimes too full of them, and it was this 
kind of affectation, perhaps, which hindered me 
from thinking them fincere. I looked upon 
them at moſt only as an exerciſe of her under- 
ſtanding, or as the effect of an infinite number 
of new impreffions, which the account and ex- 
plication of our maxims and cuſtoms were con- 
tinually making on a lively and active imagina- 
tion. But why ſhould I do her ae” and 
not really believe, as ſhe has naturally a good 
diſpoſition and a great ſtrength of genius, that 
ſhe was ſeriouſly affected with a thouſand prin- 
ciples, the ſeeds of which ſhe found in her oẽn 


heart? Did ſhe. not at once reject the offers of 


the Selictar? Did not ſhe. deſign to leave even 
me, to ſeek a place in Europe that might an- 


ſwer her views? And, if the afterwards con- 


ſented to deliver herſelf up to my care, was it. 
not natural for her to have ſuch a confidence in 
one to whom ſhe owed the ideas of virtue with 
which ſhe was ſo much raviſhed? And would 
ſhe not, in this caſe, merit eſteem and venera- - 
tion; and from whom more than for me, Who 
ſerved her at firſt without any views of intereſt, -_ 
and who, inſtead of thwarting her ſchemes. of: 
wiſdom by the empty fooliſh ones of a Liber- 


tine, ought to be proud of a converſion: which. 


in properly a work of my o]? 
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The more intent I was upon theſe reflections, 


the more I found I was charmed with this view 


of my adventure with Theofa; and having al- 
ways valued myſelf upon ſome elevation in my 
principles, it coſt me but little uneaſineſs to ſa- 
er iſice my plan of pleaſure to the hopes of mak- 


ing her as remarkable for her virtue as her beauty. 
I never thought, ſaid I, of teaching her know- 


ledge and virtue; and her love of them is more 
owing to her own happy diſpoſition than to 
any hints which have accidentally dropped from 
me. What might I not expect, did I ſeriouſly 


ſtudy to cultivate, her rich endowments of Na- 


ture? I was raviſhed with the proſpe& of what 
I thought I could make her. What will ſhe 


then want, added. I, to be the firſt woman in 


the world? What | Theofa become as amiable 
by the qualities of her heart and mind, as by 
the external allurements of her perſon! Ah! 
what man of taſte and honour would not think 
Himſelf happy in ſuch a a I ſuppreſſed the 
reſt of this reflection, alarmed at the greedineſs 
with which my heart aſſented to it. It was ever 
recurring to my mind till the moment I dropped 


aſleep! I was far from feeling the uneaſineſs I 


apprehended, and ſlept perfectly calm and eaſy 
all the reſt of the night. | 


The firſt traces which I found in my memory 


in the morning, were thoſe enchanting ones 
which were impreſſed upon it when I dropped 
aſleep; and they had taken ſuch deep root, that 
having, as it were, effaced thoſe of my firſt 
ſcheme, I had not the leaſt return of any de- 
fires which reſembled thoſe which I had enter- 


tained for ſpme days paſt, I burnt with im- 


_ patience 
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patience to ſee Theofa; but it was in the hopes 
of ſeeing her ſuch as T had found ſo much plea- 
ſure in ſuppoſing ſhe would ſoon be, or of ſee- 
ing her at leaſt in a diſpoſition towards it. This 
deſire was violent enough to make me even ap- 
prehenſive of being deceived in my expectations. 
The moment I heard ſome body up in her 
apartment, I ſent to defire admittance. She 
bid her Slave deſire me to allow her time to 
get out of bed, but I made the more hafte 
to ſurpriſe her in it; tho' with no other view 
than that of convincing her, by my moderati- 
on, of the change which the night had'pro- 
duced. She was in ſome confuſion at ſeeing 
me come ſo ſoon, and laid the blame of my 
catching her in bed on the dilatorineſs of 
her Slave. I encouraged her by the modeſty 
of my words and behaviour, and left her no 
room to fear any thing from me. And yet how 
alluring, what a temptation to make me forget 

my refolutions, the view of ſo many charms ! 
You promiſed me, ſaid I, very ferioufly, 
ſome explications which I long to hear; but 
ſuffer them to be preceded by mine. To what- 
ever deſires I gave myſelf up yeſterday, you 
muſt know by the regard which I paid to yours, 
that I would not obtain any thing of a woman 
which ſhe is not inclined freely to grant me. 
I ſhall now add to this proof of my ſentiments 
a declaration which will confirm them: And 
it is this, that with whatever views you conſent- 
ed to accompany me hither, you thall always 
have full liberty to purſue as you now have to 
explain them. Here I ſtopp'd ; and reſolved not 
to interrupt her *till ſhe had finiſhed her ſpeech, 
| But 
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But I was ſurpriſed to ſee her caſt her eyes ups 
on me, and ſhed ſome tears; and when the un- 
eaſineis they gave me made me forget my reſo- 
lution, to aſk her the occaſion of them, my 
wonder was encreaſed by her anſwer. She 
told me that nobody's caſe was more Jamenta- 
ble than hers, and that what I ſaid was the very 
evil ſhe apprehended. I defired her to ſpeak 
more plainly. Alaſs | faid ſhe, in making me this 
declaration of your ſentiments, what an injury 
you do mine ! Aſter what paſſed here laſt night, 

could not talk in this manner but by a chain 
of the fame ideas; and I die with ſhame to 
find that I have ſucceeded ſo ill, notwithſtand- 
ing all my efforts, in my endeavours to lay my 
whole foul before you. 
This complaint ſerving only to darken the 
matter ſtill more, I told her, with an equal 
frankneſs in my words and manner, that every 
thing which related to her ever ſince I farſt ſaw 
her, had been to me one continued riddle, 
which what ſhe had juſt ſaid rendered ſtill more 
impenetrable. Speak plainly, faid I; why 
fhould you heſitate ? To whom ſhould: you un- 
boſom yourſelf with greater confidence ? 5 
It is your queſtions, anſwered ſhe at laſt, 
it is the neceſſity you lay me under of ſpeak- 
ing plainly which cauſes my uneaſineſs. What! 
can you want to be told that I am the moſt 
wretched of my ſex? You, who have ſhown: me 
my ſhame, can you be ſurpriſed that I am in- 
fupportable to myſelf, and ſeek to hide me from 
the eyes of others. Ah? what is the part 
which I ought to act for the future? Ought 


I to comply with your deſires, or thoſe of the 
da | ; Se ictar, 
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gelictar, when alt the truths you have taught me, 
condemn them? Or | ſhould I go in queſt of a 
country of which you have ſo much ex 
tolled the cuſtoms and manners, and there find; 
in the practice of all the virtues which F have 
been a ſtranger to, a perpetual reproach of 
infamy? I made an attempt however to quit thy 
land of corruption; being equally deſirous to fly 
from thoſe who ruin'd the innocence of my 
youth; and from you, who taught me to he ſen< 
ſible of my loſs. But whether would my res 
morſe and confuſion have led me? I perceive 
but too plainly that I ſhould, without a guide 
or protection, have plunged at every ſtep I 
took into new diſaſters. Your intreaties ſtoppꝰd 
me: 'Tho' you was more formidable to me than 
all others, becauſe you knew the whole ex- 
tent of my ſhame and wretchedneſs; thoꝰ = 
look ſeemed a ſentence to condemn me, yet 

conſented to return with you. Does the patient; 
faid I, to encourage myſelf to it, bluſtt at the 
fight'of his wounds: Beſides, being convinced 
of the imprudence of my intended voyage, 
F flatter'd myſelf that you would ſoon fecure 
me a ſafer method of departing. And yet it is 
you who drive me towards the preeipice from 
which you delivered me. You, whom F looked 
upon as my Maſter in virtue, endeavour to 
entice me back to vice; and this is the more 
dangerous to my weakneſs, becauſe, if it could 
have any charm for me, it would be when 
preſented by you. Alaſs ! did F HF make known 
my meaning, or did you only pretend not to 
apprehend- me? The narrow limits of my un- 
derſtanding, the confulion of my ideas and ex- 
ben | preſhons, 
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preſſions, did perhaps make you miſconſtrue my 
ſentiments; but if by my preſent efforts to ex- 
plain you begin to comprehend them, be not 
offended with the effect your own lectures have 
had upon my heart. Tho you ſhould have 
changed your principles; yet as I plainly per- 
ceive that it is my duty to perſevere in them, 
I earneſtly conjure you to permit me to do it. 
This ſpeech, of which I only relate what T 
remember moſt diſtinctly, was long enough to 
give me time to comprehend all its force, and 
to prepare my anſwer to it. As I was full of 
the reflections which * me all night, I 
was ſo far from being offended at Theofa's 
reproaches, ſentiments and reſolutions, that I 
was, on the contrary, quite charm'd at findin 
them ſo conformable to the opinion which f 
had of them. And indeed the idea which I be- 
gan to conceive of her, and the virtuous fatis- 
faction which I felt from it, gathered —_ 
all the time ſhe was ſpeaking; and had ſhe 
been ever ſo little attentive to my behaviour, ſhe 
would have obſerved that I heard every word 
ſhe utter'd with ſigns of joy and applauſe. My 
anſwer, however, was calm and moderate, 
that I might not ſeem to conclude fo ſerious 
a conference with an air of levity or paffion. 
Dear Theofa, ſaid I, in the fulneſs of my heart 
you have humbled me by your complaints, 
which, I own, I was yeſterday far from fore-. 
ſeeing ; but I had ſome preſage of them when 
I made you this viſit, and came prepared to 
plead guilty, If you aſk me the occaſion of my 
crime, it was the difficulty I found to perſuade 
myſelf of the truth of what I hear with 2 
edits a mucy 
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much admiration, and what would ſtill have ſeem-' 
ed incredible, had I not ſo inconteſtable a proof 
of it. That my eſteem of you was not equal till 
now to my admiration, is my ſhame and reproach. 
Alaſs! when one conſiders how rare the love of 
virtue, and how hard the practice of it is, even 
in countries the moſt favoured by Heaven, is it 
ealy to believe that one of your age, juſt come 
out of a Seraglio, and in the heart of Turky, 
could ſo ſuddenly form ſo perfect an idea, and 
have ſo quick a reliſh of it? What did I. 
do, what did I ſay to inſpire you with it? 
Could ſome caſual reflections on our - cuſtoms 
and manners give ſuch a happy turn to your 
heart ? No, no, you are indebted for it to 
nobody but yourſelf; and the wrong biaſs 
you received from the force of cuſtom, is a 
misfortune of your birth and education, for 
which you are not at all accountable. 3. 

The inference which I would draw from all 
this, continued I with the ſame moderation, 
is, that you would be as unjuſt in being offend- 
ed with my views, ſince it was not eaſy. for 
me ſo ſuddenly to comprehend yours, as in be- 
lieving it poſſible for me, on account of what 
is paſt, to refuſe you the eſteem which you will 
merit by a conduct worthy of your ſentiments. 
Lay aſide all thoughts of your intended voyage: 
As you are ſo young, and have fo little expe- 
rience of the world, the event of it cannot 
be happy. The Europeans, who have ſuch. 
juſt notions of virtue, don't practice it better. 
than the Turks: Paſſiohs and vice are the 
growth of every clime. But if you have any. 
confidence in my promiſes, you will find 1 
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ſelf ſafe and happy with me, whoſe, ſentiments: 
have already changed their nature, and ho 
will ſtudy nothing more ardently than to perfect 
houſe ſhall be your aſylum, my exam 
ple tesch all my ſervants to reſpect you, and my 
friendſhip be always ready to aſſiſt you; and if you 
have — any light from my counſels, they 
may not perhaps be altogether uſeleſs for the future. 

She view'd me with ſo penſive an air, that 
I in vain endeavoured to read in her looks whe- 
ther ſhe was ſatisfied with my anſwer. I even 
apprehended: by her ſilence, that ſhe ſtill doubt- 
ed of my ſincerity, and did not dare, after the 
proof I had given of my weakneſs, to rely upon 
my promiſes. But all her uneaſineſs was on her 
own account. Can I think it poſſible, replied: ſhe- 
aſter a long ſilence, for you, who have ſuch 
juſt notions of virtue, and know my errors and 
infamy, to look without contempt upon me; 
J have confeſs' d, and do not repent my con- 
feſfing them to you. Twas but what I ow'd: 
to the deſire you expreſſed of hearing the ſtory 
of my misfortunes. But am I not therefore 
| obliged to avoid you? Can I be too far from 

thoſe who have it in their power to reproach. 
me? I was no longer maſter of my temper. 
J interrupted her, and all my affected mode-. 
ration forſfook me. And my complaints muſt 
be very moving, and my arguments very per- 
ſuaſive, ſince I forced Theofa to confeſs, that 
the more I underſtood the worth of virtue, the 
more I muſt neceſſarily admire ſuch ſentiments 
as hers. I made her comprehend that contempt, 
according to the rules of right reaſon, is due 


only to. voluntary faults, and that what th 
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called her infamy and errors did not deſerve 


thoſe terms; ſinoe that would be ſuppoſing her 
to knowy before: her conference 2 the 


Seraglio what ſne did not know till afterwards; 


Promiſing at length to have an everlaſting eſteem 
for her, and to uſe my utmoſſ endeavours to- 
finiſh: the work which I had ſo happily begun, 
I: obliged myſelf by a ſolemn vow to leave 
her full liberty not only to fly; but even to hate. 
and deſpiſe me, if I ever enfringed any art. 
cles which ſhe! ſhould think proper to impoſe 
upon me. And to take away” all appearance 4 
equivocation, I immediately made her a plan. 
every particular of which JI ſubmitted entirelỹx 
to here This houſe, - ſaid I, ſhall be the place“ 
of your abode, and you ſhall order alt the 
affairs of it juſt as you pleaſe, I wil never ſer 
you without # am leave, you ſhall have no 
vifitors but ſuch as you think proper to re- 
ceive; and nothing profitable or amuſing thalt 
be! wanting. And as you diſcover: ſo 
an inclination for Gor which may rec- 
tify the underſtand r purify” the heart, F 
deſign that you ſh "Nam our language, 
which will immediately make you famil ar 
with an infinite number of excellent authors. 
Tou ſhall ſubtract from my propoſitions or 
— them what ever Lee phaſe and ſhall 
ſure to have all al « 
* you deſit IV per- 
Neither I nor Theofa at all attended tothe 
cauſe of the warmth” which animated all my 
propoſals. My frankneſs appeared to her a ſuffi- 
cient reafon for complying with them. She 
told me e chat ſhe owed every thing to my ges 


* 
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neroſity, Was apprehenſive of her unworthy- 5 
neſs, but ſhauld think herſelf exceedingly hap- 
Py in accepting of my offers, provided I was 
faithful in the performance of them. I know 
not what enabled me to ſubdue, my inclina- 
tion to throw myſelf on my knees at her bed- 
fide, and thank her for her conſent as a favour. 
We will begin immediately, faid I, with 
more rapture than I would willingly have diſ- 
covered, and you ſhall one day that I 
merit your confidence. I was very ſincere in 
this. I left her without ſo much as venturing. 
to kiſs her hand, tho' as ſhe had the hand- 
ſomeſt in the world, my deſires during this 
converſation prompted me a thouſand times to 

do it. My deſign was to return immediately 
to Conſtantinople, as well to procure her eve- 
ry thing which I thought proper to amuſe her 
in her retirement, as to allow her time to 
ſettle her authority and put the houſe in what 
order ſhe pleaſed. I declared my intentions to 
the few Servants whom I left there to attend 
her. Bema, whom I ſent for to hear this or- 
der, deſired leave to ſpeak with me in private, 
and greatly ſurpriſed me by what ſhe'ſaid. She 
told me that the liberty and power which I 
gave her miſtreſs, made her plainly ſee that I 
was not acquainted with the character; of her 
Country-women ; that the experience which ſhe' 
had gained by living in ſeveral Seraglios ena- 
bled her to afliſt a Stranger with her counſels ; that 
the fidelity to which ſhe was obliged by her condi-, 

tion, would not ſuffer her to conceal what I had, 
to apprehend from ſo young and beautiful a Miſ- 
tres as Theofa ; that i ought in ſhort to have little 
—— > _ dependance 
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dependance on her virtue, if inſtead of leaving 


ber an abſolute authority, I did not com- 
mit her to the care of ſome faithful Slave; that 
this was the cuſtom of all the Turkiſh Lords in 


general; and if I thought her proper for this 


truſt, that ſhe would be ſo vigilant and zealous, 
that I ſhould never have any cauſe to repent of 


* 
* 


my confidence, © 


Tho I had never obſerved that Bema had ca- 


may enough to make me hope any great mat- 
ters 

Theofa, that I did not think it neceſſary 
to ſet an Argus over her; yet T took a medi- 


um between the advice I had received, and the 


method which I had reſolved on. I do not 
act, ſaid I to Bema, upon the maxims of your 
Country, and beſides, f have no power which 
would authoriſe me to preſcribe laws to Theo- 
fa. But if you are capable of acting with any 
diſcretion, I would willingly commit to you 
the care of having a watchful eye over her 
conduct. Your reward ſhall be proportioned 
to your ſervices, or rather to your prudence z 
for I abſolutely infiſt, added I, upon your ne- 
ver letting Theofa perceive that have given 
you any ſuch commiſfion. Bema ſeemed to be 
ſo highly ſatisfied with my anſwer, that I 


m her, and had fo good an opinion of 


| ſhould have ſuſpected her, had not the perſons 


of whom I had her, given me as good a 
character of her diſcretion as of her fidelity. 
And then the execution of ſuch a command 
required but a moderate ſhare of either. 


What I was the moſt thoughtful about as 
I returned to the City, was the difficulty of 


ſatisfying the Selictar, who would ſoon 1 


40 
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that Theofa had quitted the Language, Maſter's, 
-and that I had granted her a retreat at my 
houſe. I was. preſently + eaſy with regard to 
her, ſince ſhe was very ſecure. there; and 
without examining what I promiſed myſelf 
from that, concluded that I need not, what- 
ever were the ſentiments of my heart, give 
myſelf any pain about them for the future, 
But not being able to avoid coming to an ex- 
planation with the Selictar, the reaſons which 
I thought over night capable of ſatisfying 
him, loſt their weight even with me, as the 
time of my endeavouring to make him approve 
them drew near. That on which I had the 
greateſt dependance, was the fear of her father, 
who would have a better pretence than ever, 
not only to exclude her from his family, but 
alſo. to ſolicit her puniſhment, if ſhe ſhould 
voluntarily engage in an amour with a Turk. 
She was fafer in her circumſtances, under my 
protection than that of the Selictar. I could 
not however own that ſnhe Was at my houſe, 
without lay ing myſelf under a neceſſity of ſee- 
ing him there as often as he pleaſed: And 
this would be as great a torment to Theofa 
as to me. In this perplexity I purſued a quite 
different, and perhaps the only method which 
could have ſucceeded with ſo generous a man 
as the Selictar: I. went directly to his houſe; 
and preventing all his queſtions, and not giving 
him time to make my avoiding a breach. with 
him more difficult by his complaints, I told 
him that the motive which made the young 
Greek reject his offers, was her avow'd:deſign 
and zeal to live in the practice of _ 
whi 
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which are little known among women in Turkey. 

ITrinformed him how greatly I was ſurpriſed at 
her reſolution, and that L could not think it ſincere 
till I had a ſufficient proof of it; that I ad- 
mired ſuch noble ſentiments in one of her age, 
and was reſolved to afford her all the aſſiſt- 
ance I could to mature and bring them to 
perfection; and that I knew him too Well to 
doubt of his inclination to promote my deſign. 
J guarded this ſpeech with all the art and 
precaution which I was maſter of, and iwas 
ſorry only for the laſt part of it. The Se- 
lictar anſwered my expectations, by proteſting 
that he revered ſuch ſentiments as I repre- 
ſented Theofa's to be, and that he never 
deſigned to exclude them from the commerce 
in which he propoſed to engage her; but ta- 
king occaſion from what I had ſaid of my 
good opinion of him, he aſſured me that his 
paſſion encreaſed with his eſteem, and that 
he would give her more ſenſible proofs, than 
ever of the great regard which he had for her. 
Not being able to get clear of the propoſi - 
tion which he made of going along with me 
now e and then to Oru, Toffered him the ſame li- 
berty as the reſt of my friends; but under the 
ſame reſtriction of not obliging Theofa to admit 
of any viſit but ſuch as ſhe pleaſed, ſince this 
was one of her privileges which I had ſworn 
to keep inviolable. 

Tho I might juſtly have reproached myſelf 
with a diſcovery of which I ſaw the Selictar 
-was' reſolved to make an advantage, yet I was 
ſo well pleaſed with having thus fairly got rid. of 
my ſcruples-with-regard to him, that 1 looked 
«TP, upon 


upon the pain of ſeeing him at Oru as nothing, 
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He would have had grounds of complaint, if I 
had heſitated about granting him that ſatisfaction; 


and ſuſpicions, againſt which his own integrity, 


and the opinion which he had of mine, had hi- 


therto been a ſufficient defence, might have 


riſen in his mind, and ſoon have proved the bane 
of our friendſhip. I thought of nothing when 
I left him, but of performing the promiſes which 


I had made Theofa. As I knew her taſte for 


Painting, which had hitherto been confined to 


the repreſentation of flowers only, according to 


a law which forbids the Turks that of all Ani- 
mals, I looked out for a Maſter who was able to 
teach her Deſign and Portrait. In my choice 


of Maſters for other European Arts and Exer- 


ciſes, a thought came into my head, which I op- 
poſed for along while, but which at laſt got the 
better of all my objections. As I was perſuaded 
that young Condoidi was her brother, it ſeemed 
natural to aſſociate them in their education; 


eſpecially as moſt of the Maſters I had provided 


For one would be wanted by the other. This 
deſign ſuppoſed Condoidi's living at Oru; but 


far from thinking this an objection, I was on the 


contrary pleafed with being able to give Theofa 


a conſtant companion, who might baniſh every 


thing which is diſtaſteful in ſolitude. But to be 
ingenuous, my ideas were not very clear with 


regard to the chief difficulty which I had to en- 


counter, and this was, perhaps, the —__ 
I thought myſelf under to keep him at a diſtance 


from her. Had I ſifted this thoroughly, I might 


have ſtarted others, which I might have thought 
more reaſonable, and have ſubmitted to. My 


thoughts 
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thoughts were very confuſed, and I did not dare 
to own even to myſelf, that the preſence of this 
outh would often deprive me of the liberty of 
being alone with 'Theofa ; but being refolved 
religiouſly to perform all my promiſes, I ſoon got 
over this difficulty. Bi W351 
Syneſius (that was young-Condoidi's name) 
was greatly rejoiced to hear what my eſteem and 
inclination prompted me to do for his ſiſter, 
and did not ſeem leſs pleaſed with my deſign of 
letting them live together, and of having them 
inſtructed by the ſame Maſters. I ſent him the 
ſame day to Oru, with every thing which I de- 
ſigned for Theofa's amuſement. Old Condoidi, 
who knew that I had taken his ſon, and had been, 
while I was abſent, - to thank me for- it, - came 
again as ſoon as Syneſius ſent him word of my 
arrival. I was fully convinced by his behaviour 
that Syneſius had, according to my orders, faĩth- 
fully concealed the motive, of my conduct. TI 
KG: this opportunity to renew my ſuit in favour 
of Theofa, but preſently found that it was to 
no purpoſe. The obſtinate old Gentleman im- 
mediately told me, that his religion and honour 
would not permit him to own a daughter who 
had been brought. up in a Seraglio. The offer 
which I made to obviate all his difficulties, by 
engaging myſelf to perform all. the offices of a 
father with regard to her, did not ſeem to flag- 
ger him in the leaſt. He was ſo inflexible, and 
provoked me ſo much, that I plainly told him 
that I ſhould very willingly ſpare him the trouble 
of viſiting me for the 1 and that I never 


deſired to fee him at my houſe again, N 
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I did not return to. Oru till the next day. My 
impatience to ſee Theofa was very great; and [ 
thought, as I had abſolutely renounced all my 
deſigns upon her, that I might very conſiſtently, 
with her notions of virtue and all my promiſes, 
indulge myſelf in the innocent ſatisfaction of 
her company. This kind of liberty which J 
allowed myſelf, hindered me from knowin 
what a refuſal of it would have coſt me. 7 
found Syneſius with her, both of them eager at 
their exerciſes, and almoſt equally ſenſible of 
my favour in permitting them to live together, 
1 admired in Theofa an air of tranquility which 
ſeemed to ariſe from the ſatisfaction of her heart, 
and to have quickened the natural life of her 
completion. I deſired to know of Bema what 
uſe her Miſtreſs had made of the authority I 
had given her. This Slave, who was piqued 
at having ſo little herſelf, did not dare to accuſe 
Theofa of having abuſed hers. She repeated, 
however, all the reaſons which ſhe had before 
urged to make me apprehend that ſhe would do 
it. The cauſe of her zeal was ſo viſible, that 
T intreated her with a ſmile not to make herſelf 
quite ſo uneaſy. She expected, from what the 
perſons who bought her for me ſaid, that 1 

ſhould have given her a fort of dominion over 
Theofa; and this mark of confidence, with 
which ſhe had been honoured in a Seraglio, is 
the higheſt diſtinction for a Slave. I told her 
'that the Turkiſh cuſtoms were not a rule for 
a Frenchman, and defired her, for the ſake of 
her own quiet, to be a little more pliable with 
regard to ours. She did not venture to com- 


plain, but was from that minute an enemy of 
e Theofa 
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| age, that I renounced them without pain, and 
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Theofa and me, and ealily'found an opportu- 
nity to make us feel the effects of her diſpleaſure, 
| The buſinek of my Employment allowing me 
more leiſure than I had for ſome time paſt, I 
made the pleaſantneſs of the Seaſon a pretence 
for ſpending ſome weeks in the Country. I was 
at firſt apprehenſive leſt Theofa ſhould be too 
rigorous with regard to my promiſe of never 
ſeeing her without her leave. But thinking J 
obſerved that ſhe was on the contrary pleaſed 
with my company, I forgot and devoted myſelf 
for ſeveral days entirely to her, and had by this 
means a nearer view of all the perfections with 


which Nature had adorned her character. She 


received from me the firſt leſſons ef our Lan- 
uage, and ſoon made a ſurpriſing progreſs in it. 
Fhad told her what advantages ſne would receive 


from reading, and ſhe was very impatient to be 


able to underſtand a French Author. I was not 
leſs ſo than ſhe, and fatisfied her curioſity in 
ſome meaſure before-hand, by giving her an 
imperfect ſketch of what ſhe might expect to 
find in a better method, and more at large in our 
beſt Writers. I did not drop a word concern 


ing the ſentiments of my heart, but was as it 


were intoxicated with the innocent pleaſure of 
hearing and ſeeing her. I ſhould have been fear- 
ful of leſſening the confidence which ſhe repoſed 
in me by any return of my weakneſs; and 
what appeared ſtrange even to me, I found my- 
ſelf ſo little diſquieted by that warmth of con- 
ſtitation, which makes the privation of certain 
pleaſures troubleſome enough to perſons of my 


even without thinking of them, though I had 
Ia. | WR. never 
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never till then impoſed very ſtrict laws upon my- 
ſelf with regard to women, eſpecially in a Coun, 
try where the calls of Nature ſeem to increaſe 
With the liberty of ſatisfying them. | 
The 8elictar came ſometimes, and interrupted 
the pleaſures of ſo delightful a life. I had pre- 
pared my Ward for his viſits; and being wil- 
-ling to accuſtom her to look upon the company 
of men with other eyes than the "Turkiſh wo- 
men,' who think they can have ng correſpondence 
with them without love, I deſired her to receive 
with politeneſs a man whale eſteem was an ho- 
nour, and whoſe love could give her no grounds 
of diſquiet. He anſwered the good opinion 
which I had of him by ſo modeſt a behaviour, 
that I wondered at, though I did not well under. 
ſtand the nature of his ſentiments z for the only 
means by which he could have any hopes of 
gratifying them, being cut off by his own agree · 
ment as well as Theofa's refuſal, he could pro- 
miſe himſelf nothing for the future, and en- 
Joy'd at preſent only the pleaſure of a grave 
converſation, and even this was ſhorter than he 
deſired. Theofa, who had the complaiſance to 
entertain him as often as he came to Oru, had 
not always enough to tire herſelf with him. 
When he tarried too long, ſhe quitted us to re- 
ſume her exerciſes with her brother; and the 
Selictar in her abſence perſecuted me with tedi- 
ous details of his paſſion. As he had no ſettled 
ſcheme, but confined himſelf to vague expreſ- 
fions of his admiration and defires, I was at 


laſt perſuaded that he had ſome reliſh, and w:s 
reſolved to make an experiment of the refined 


ſpecies of love he had often heard nie mention, 
= 9 which 
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which is ſeated in the heart, and is ſo little known 
in Turky. And yet how was it poſſible to con- 
eeive that he ſhould limit himſelf to the plea- 
ſure of exerciſing his heart by tender ſentiments, 
without diſcovering more regret and impatience 
at not being able to obtain the leaſt return? 

I received his viſits with the leſs uneaſineſs, 
becaufe the compariſon which I made between 
his fate and my own always flatter'd the diſpo- 
fitions which I ſecretly cheriſhed in my heart. 
But I was very much rufled after another diſ- 
covery which I did not owe to myſelf, and 
which haſtened that of ſeveral others, which 

reatly imbitter'd the reſt of my life. I had 
en about fix weeks at Oru, and having con- 
ſtantly obſerved every thing which was tranſ- 
acted in my houſe, was charmed with the 
peace and ſatisfaction which reigned there. Sy- 
neſius was continually with T 
was from her as ſeldom as he. I never ob- 
ſerved any thing in their friendſhip inconſiſtent 
with my opinion of the nearneſs of their rela- 
tion; or rather, not having the leaſt doubt 
about it, I couldnot conceive any ſuſpicions 
from their familiarity. Syneſius, whom I treat- 
ed with all the tenderneſs of a ſon; and whoſe 
ſweetneſs of temper really made him worth 
of it, came to me one day when I was 
alone in my own apartment. After ſome diſ- 
courſe about indifferent matters, he fell with- 
out deſign upon the difficulty which his fa- 
ther made about owning Theofa; and talk- 
ing in a ſtrain which I never heard from 
him before, told me, notwithſtanding the plea- 


ſure he ſhould feel in believing he had ſo ami- 
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heofa, and 1 
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able a ſiſter, that he could not thoroughly per- 
ſuade himſelf that he was her brother, My 
attention being awakened by a Cee 
I fo little expected, I gave him time to pro- 
ceed. The confeſſion of the wretch, ſaid he, 
who was executed wow rhe to the ſentence of 
the Cadi, was ſufficient to warrant my father's 
refuſal» What intereſt could a man who was 
threatned with death have to diſſemble with re- 
gard to Theofa's father; and was it not evi- 
dent, after he had proteſted that Condoidi's 
daughter died with her mother, that he only 
changed his note to bribe the Judge by an in- 
famous offer to ſave his life, or to delay the 
execution of his ſentence? Neither is it more 
probable, added Syneſius, that ſo accompliſhed 
a perſon as Theofa ſhould be the daughter of 
fuch a villain. It is however manifeſt that ſhe 
cannot be Paniota Condoidi's, and a thouſand 
circumſtances which I remember to have heard 
in the family, always hindered me from really 
believing her to be my ſiſter. 
Tho? Syneſius ſeemed to be very ſincere. in 
what he ſaid, yet a converſation which he brought 
upon the carpet himſelf, and which was ſo op- 
polite to the affection which he had always 
ſhowed to Theofa, gave me very 8 
ſuſpicions. I knew that he had wit enoug 
to be capable of artifice, and remembered the 
Selictar's proverb concerning the ſincerity of the 
Greeks. I immediately concluded, that there 
was ſome change in the heart of Syneſius 
which I was ignorant of, and whether it pro- 
ceeded from hatred or love, that he did not 


fee Theofa with the ſame eyes as ä 
os c | di 
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I did not think, aſter this diſcovery, that. I had 
much reaſon to be apprehenſive of being the 
dupe of one of his age. And reſolving to make 
him deſcover his inclinations, without letting 
him perceive my deſign, I pretended to yield, 
more eaſily perhaps 2 he expected, to the 
difficulties which he had laid before me. I am 
not more certain than you, ſaid I, with re- 
d to Theofa's birth; and think after all, 
th a neceſſary proof concerning it is wantin! , 
and that is, the acknowledgement of your fa- 
mily. And fince ye all agree not to own her, 
ſhe ought no longer to inſiſt on her pre- 
tenſions, This + af gave him a ſatisfaction, 
of which I eaſily gueſs'd the cauſe. But 28 
he was preparing, without doubt to confirm 
what he had ſaid by ſome new proof, I added; 
if you are as fully perſuaded as you ſeem to be, 
that ſhe is not your Siſter, I will not only not 
have. you call her ſo, but ſhould be ſorry to 
lay you under a neceſſity of living any longer 
with her: Lou ſhall return this evening to Con- 
ſtantinople. This ſpeech threw him intę great 
confuſion, and the cauſe of it was not harder 
to be underſtood than that of his joy. I did 
not give him time to recover himſelf. As you muſt 
know, added I, that it was the regard which 
I have for her which induced me to receve you 
into my houſe, you muſt naturally conclude, 


that I ſhalf not keep you now the reaſon of 


my taking you ceaſes. I will therefore give or- 
ders for the conduCting you back to your fa- 
ther's this evening. | 

550% 0 every thing which I thought ca- 
pable of ſhewing the heart of Syneſius, I con- 
N nn. F 
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cluded, without ſeeming to take much notice of 
the conſtraint he was - under, by telling him 
that he would do well to go and'take his leave 
of Theofa, fince there 'was little probability of 
his ever ſeeing her again. After he had twenty 
times changed colour, and been confounded to 
a degree that moved my pity, he proteſted with 
a trembling voice, that his doubts concerning the 
birth of his ſiſter would by no means leſſen the 
love and eſteem which he had for her; that he 
looked upon her, on the contrary, as the moſt 
amiable perſon of her ſex, and ſhould think 
himſelf too happy in being permitted to live 
with her; that he could never alter his ſenti- 
ments, but ſhould make it the ſtudy of his life 

to prove the ſincerity of them; and that there 
was no ſtation in the world, if he could add tte 
ſatisfaction of pleaſing her, to the honour he had of 
belonging to me, for which he would change 
his own, His warmth and eagerneſs, which 
laid his heart quite bare before me, and made 
it inpoſfible for me to be deceived, raiſed an- 
other ſuſpicion which made me wry uneaſy. 
Brother or not, faid I to myſelf, if this youth 
is in love with Theofa, and has impoſed upon 
me *till now, how can I be ſure that ſhe has 
not conceived the ſame paſſion for him, and been 
as artful in concealing it ? Who can tell if it 
be not by agreement that they endeavour to get 
rid of an uneaſy. clog, which hinders them 
from gratifying their deſires? This thought, 
which was confirmed by every circumſtance, 
ſo depreſſed me with anguiſh, that I ſhould 
not have ſucceeded better than Syneſius in con- 
cealing it, had I not told him, that I wanted to 


be 
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be alone, and that I would ſee him again by 
and by. But my did not hinder me from 
watching, whether he went directly to Theofa's 
apartment; for I might I thought gather ſome = 
thing from the eagerneſs which I ſuppoſed he had 
of going to give her an account of our conver» 
ſation, But I faw him enter very ſorrowful into 
the garden, whether he doubtleſs went to give 
a looſe to his grief of having ſucceeded ſo ill in 
his deſign; but his trouble muſt be entream! in- 
deed if it excceeded mine. | 

firſt care was to ſend for Bema, 8 
obleriurions: I ſuppoſed would give me ſome far 


ther light into this affair. But ſhe pretended 
to know nothing about it; and as the always 
thought: that 'Synefius was "Theofa's brother, I 
was perſuaded at laſt, that ſhe had made no re- 
marks on their familiarity, \'becauſe ſhe had 
never turned her ſuſpicions that way. I re- 


reſolved to ſound Theofa in as fly a manner 
as I had 


pulfe about my deſign of ſending him home to 


his father. She was much furpriſed at it; but 
when J added that the only reaſon of my diſ- 


made of owning her any long 


tions Which the joined with it ſo artleſs, that 
my ſuſpicions immediately vaniſhed; and were 


— by lis ”— confidence. I am in- 


clined 


b 


neſius. As I was ſure that he had not 
ſeen her ſince he quitted me, I firſt of all felt her 


pleaſure againſt him was the difficulty which he 
er for his ſiſter, 
ſhe could not help ſhowing a great deal of con- 
cern. How little, ſaid ſhe, are men to be de- 
pended upon He never expteſs'd more eſteem 
and. friendhip for me than for ſome days paſt. 
This complaint was ſo natural, and his reflec- 


— _— 
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clined-to think, ſaid I, that you have inſpired 
him with love, and that he finds himſelf in- 
commoded by a title which doth not ſuit with 
his inclinations. Theofa — me by 
ſuch pathetic exclamations, that I: wanted no 
other proof to confirm me in my opinion of 
her. What do I hear; What! do you think, 
fays ſhe, that he has any ſentiments for me but 
thoſe of a brother? To what have you expoſed 
me? And telling me with a ſurpriſing ſimpli- 
city all that had paſſed between them, ſhe 
gave me a detail which made made me trem- 
ble at every word ſhe ſpoke. Syneſius had ob- 
tained careſſes and favours which were ſuffici- 
ent to render his ſituation as a Lover exceed- 
ingly happy. He had been cunning enough to 
perſuade her that it was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom 
among brothers and ſiſters to give and receive 
a thouſand marks of an innocent affection; and 
upon this principle he had accuſtomed her not 
only to live with him in the greateſt famili- 
arity, but even continually to ſatisfy his paſſion 
by a very free uſe of her charms. Her hands, 
her lips, her boſom had been as it were the 
inheritance of the enamoured Syneſius. I drew. 
all theſe confeſſions from Theofa one after an- 
other, and was ſecured from the apprehenſion 
of greater freedoms only by the frankneſs with 
which ſhe owned and regretted thoſe which 
were paſt, ll the boaſted precepts. of wiſ- 
dom could not defend me from ſeyerer an- 
uifh-than I had ever known before Ah! 
Theofa, ſaid I, you have no feeling of the 
woes which you inflict upon me. 1 do myſelf 
the g violence in leaving you miſtreſs af 
Boris 1 your 


» 
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ur heart; but if you beſtow it on anot her 
your cruelty will occaſion my deatn. 

I. had never ſpoke ſo plainly to her before: 
And ſhe was ſo ſtruck with what I ſaid, 
that ſhe bluſhed, and holding down her head, 
you will not impute to me as a crime, ſaid ſhe, 
what proceeded only from my 3 z and if 

you think as well of me, as 1. endeavour to 
deſerve, you will not ſuppoſe me capable of 
doing for another what I never did for you. 

My ſorrows made me penſive and ſilent. Be- 
ſides, I ſaw nothing in Theofa's anſwer which 
gave me any. reaſon to be ſatisſied with the 
declaration I had made. What could I hope 
for, if ſhe continued firm to her principles of 
virtue; or what, if ſhe had forgotten them in 
favour of Syneſius? This reflection, or rather 
the coldeſs of her anſwer, reviving all my 
uneaſineſs, I left her, with an air of anger 
rather than fondneſs, to go and rid myſelf of 
Syneſius. . 

He was come out of the garden; and when 
I ordered a Servant to call him to me, I was 
told that he was in my apartment; but I re- 
ceived at the ſame time ſome advices from Con- 
ſtantinople which greatly alarmed me for ſome 
of my beſt friends. Word was ſent me by an 
Expreſs, that the Aga of the Janiſſaries had 
been arreſted the. night before, upon ſome ſuſ- 

picions which concerned nothing leſs than the 
life of the Grand Seignior z and that*the Se- 
lictar and the Boſtangi Bachi, who were ac- 
counted his greateſt friends, were apprehenſive 
of the ſame fate. My Secretary, from whom 
I. received this advice, added to it fome con- 

| | ; x jectures , 
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jectures of his own. He ſuppoſed, he faid, as 
the Boſtangi Bachi had ſo much power and in- 
fluence in the Grand Seignior's Seraglio, that his 
enemies would not make any attempt upon his 

perſon ; but that he was the more convinced 
this that they would not ſpare his friends, 
among whom the Selictar, Cheriber, Dely Azet, 
Mahmouth Prelga, Montel Olizun, and ſeveral 
other Lords, who were my friends, as well as 
his, held the firſt rank. He hereupon aſked me, 
Whether I would attempt nothing in their favour, 
or Whether I would not at leaft ſome how or 
other felter them from the danger with which 
they were threatned. The only attempt which 
J could make to ſerve them, would be to ſoli- 
Cit the Grand Viſir in their behalf; but if they 
were accuſed of treaſon” againft the Govern- 
ment, I foreſaw that my ſolicitations would be 
little regarded. By /heltring them from danger, 
was meant ſomething more. Beſides the means 
of flight, which 1 could readily procure them, 
it was eaſy for me to do fome of them the fame 
ſervice which my Predeceſſor made no difficul- 
ty of doing Mahomet Oftun, viz. to receive 
them privately into my houſe *tilt the ftorm 
ſhould be over ; and in a country where refent- 
ment vaniſhes after the firſt heat, they who eſ- 
cape at firſt are ſeldom in much danger after- 
wards. The duties however of my Employment 
not ſuffering me always to ſerve my friends 
without ſome precantions, I reſolved to return 
immediately to Conſtantinople, to ſatisfy myſelf 

with regard to the truth of all theſe events. 
But as I was reading this account, I faw 
Synefius, Who was indeed waiting for me, and 
whoſe 
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whoſe timorous looks ſeemed to be a prelude to 
ſome new ſcene. As ſoon as he faw that I had 
read my letters, he prevented the reproaehes 
with which I was going to load him, by throws 
himſelf at my feet, with an air of humiliation, 
which is no — to the Greeks ; and by con- 

ring me to forget every thing which he had 
faid concerning Theofa's birth, and to permit 
him, as he was more diſpoſed then ever to 
own her for a fiſter, to continue to tive at Oru. 
He could not conceive, added he, Now it had 
been poſſible for him to doubt a moment of 4 
truth which he felt ſo deeply impreſſed on his 
heart ; and reſolved, notwithſtanding the in- 
juſtice of his father, publicly ts maintair that 
Theofa was his ſiſter- F could eaſily ſee thro? 
the artifice of the young Greek, who 4s he 
had got nothing by it, was willing to preſerve 
at leaſt the pleaſures of which he was ir bd 
on. They did not give him much remorſe, 
ſince he had enjoyed them fo long with ſo mE 
tranquility ; and it was evidently: Tries opt 
of carrying them farther, chat he had-endeavy 
ed to free hirſe}f from the troubleſome 0e of 
brother. But all his hopes were ruimd by my 
anſwer, told him, without reproaching 
with his love, that truth being independent of 
his denying of "owning it, 1 1 hould not form 
my opinion with regard to his ſiſter's birth from 
what he had ſaid and unſaid with fo muchlevity ; - 
but that 1 fhbuld draw a much more infallible 
coneluſion from it with | reſpe& to himſelf: chat 
the tongue in vain retracts what the heart has 
uttered; and that I look'd upon him, to tell 


515 in one word what J thought of bir, as 


a pitiful 


tinr 
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a pitiful equivocating ſcoundrel, who had 
acknowledged himſelf for Theofa's brother, 
who had diſown'd the title, and offered to 
take it again, for much more deſpicable rea- 
ſons than thoſe of his father, It was, I own, 
. reſentment which made me give him theſe 
hard names. I would not ſuffer him to -make 
any reply, and calling one of my domeſticks, 
order'd him to conduct him back immediately 
to Conſtantinople. I. left him, without regard - 
ing his trouble and confuſion; and remem- 
— the permiſſion which I had given him 
to take his leave of his ſiſter, I revoked it, 
and abſolutely commanded him to part; with 
aut ſo much as ſeeing her. | 
Truſting the execution of my orders to my 
8 I got immediately into my chariot, 
which I had ordered to be got ready as ſoon 
as I had read my letters, and went to Con- 
ſtantinople to get farther informations before I 
undertook any thing in favour of my friends. 
The crime of the chief of the Janiiaries was 
his having ſeen Achmet, one of the Sultan Muſta- 
pha's brothers, in priſon. The Boſtangi Bachi 
was ſuſpected of having facilitated this viſit, 
and his enemies. endeavoured to draw the ſe- 
cret from the Aga. As he had for ſome time 
been at variance with the Grand Viſir, it was 
not doubted but that this Miniſter would do 
all he could to ruin him; and. what gave me 
moſt concern, was to hear that Cheriber and 
Dely Azet had been arreſted, only becauſe they 
had ie at the Aga's part of the day which 
preceded his crime. I ſhould have run im- 
Oy to the Grand Viſir, if I bad akne 
only 
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only my friendſhip for Cheriber; but not ho- 
ping far much from a vague ſolicitation, I ima- 
gined that I ſhould ſerve my friend more effec- 
tually by ſeeing the Selictar firſt, with whom 
might concert juſter meaſures. I went to 
his houſe, but he was not there; and the con- 
cern which I ſaw in the faces of all his Do- 
meſtics, convinced me that they were greatly 
alarmed at his abſence. A: Slave, in whom I 
knew he repoſed great confidence, came and 
told me privately that his maſter went out in a 
great hurry, as ſoon as he heard that Cheriber 
was arreſted, and that he did not doubt but 
that the misfortune of his friend had made him 
reſolye to ſave himſelf by flight. My anſwer; 
was, that he ought not to defer; this precaution. 
a moment, if he ſhould not have taken it al- 
ready; and I made no difficulty. of charging 
the Slave to offer him from me an aſylum in 
my houſe at Oru, on condition only, that he 
ſhould go thither in the night, and unattended. 
I had not only the example of my Predeceſſor 
to juſtify me, but that of Bacha Rejanto alſo, 
who acquired immortal renown by affording 
a. ſanctuary to Prince Demetrius Cantimir. Be- 
ſides, this was not ſtealing a eriminal from pu- 


niſhment, but ſheltering a gallant man againſt 


unjuſt ſuſpicions, 


As what I had hitherto. done had been no 


real ſervice to my friends, I reſolved to wait 
upon ſome Turkiſh Lords, from whom I might 
at leaſt hope for further information. It be- 
an to be rumoured, that the Aga of the 
Janiſaries, after having made a confeſſion in 


the midſt of tortures, had been ſtrangled. by 


Mutes. 
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Mutes. The Selictar's not having been zr 
reſted was thought a good omen for him, and 
F heard no ciime but his friendſhip for the Aga 
alledged againſt him. But Cherider and Dely Azee 
were ſo threatned by the voice of the 
that F was tod uneaſy not to go immediately 
to che Grand Vir. Not pretending, as it 
was an affair of ſtate, to move him in their 
favour by any other arguments but my great 
friendſhip for them, I only conjured him, if 
they were not guilty of erimes of which I 
thought them — that he would have 
ſdme regard to my intreaties. He heard me 
with a wether air. Be aflured, ſaid' he, that 
the Juſtice of the Grund is not blind; but 
knows how to diſtinguiſh betweenothe innocent 
and the guilty. Apprebend nothilig for your 

friends, if they have nothing to teproach them- 
ſelves with. He added, howevery/ that my 
recommendation would never be without its 
weight at the Port, and promiſed that the two 
flasſhould feel the good effects of it. But 
barſting into a laugh, the Selictar, ſuid be, 
muſt needs think it ver powerful, ſince his 
fears have made him ſeek an aſy lum in your 
houſe.” I did not take the meaning of this 
joit. He went on in the ſame ſtrain, pretend- 
ing to commend my confuſion and filence; which 
he looked upon fis marks of caution. But when 
T'proteſted in the plaineſt terms, that I did not 
know where the Selictar was, he told me, 
that he had ſet ſpies over him, and knew that 
he went the night before to my houſe at 
Oru, with ſo ſew attendants, that it was 


phain that he omy went thither te hide _ 
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fell. I do not think, added he, that he is-guil 
ty of any thing, and ſhall not impute to bim 
as a crime his ancient friendſhip with the Aga 
of the Janiſaries. But I thought proper to 


have him obſerved, and am not ſorry chat 


he is frighten'd enough to make him a little 
more circumſpect for the future in the choice 
of his friends. He afterwards gave me his 
word that he would not moleſt him at my 
houſe; but made me promiſe to conceal what 
he told me, and not to put him out of | his 
pain for ſome time, Notwithſtanding what the 
Viſir ſaid, I could not believe that the Selictat 
was at Oru. I came from - thence that day. 
What probability was there that he ſhould be at 


my houſe without my knowledge, and that he 
ſhould have engaged my domeſtics to conceal h 


arrival from me ? His paſſion for Theofa was the 
firſt thought that darted into my head. May he 
not be not be leſs thoughtful of the ſafety of 
his life, than of the ſucceſs of his amour? 
And if it be true, ſaid I to myſelf, that he has 
been concealed in my houſe ever ſinee laſt night 
is it probable that Theofa ſhould not be 

the ſecret? The Reader may form what idea 
he pleaſes of my ſentiments for her: If he 
do not think I merit the title of a Lover, he 
may look upon me as her Guardian or Mo- 
nitor ; but I can aſſure him that I was great 
ly alarmed, and thought of nothing but gett- 
ing back to Oru. When I came there, I 
ed the firſt Servant I faw, where the Selictat 
was, and how he came to be concetled in 
my houſe without my knowledge. It was the 
Footman whom I had order'd to ſee Syneſius 
Wu to 
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to his father's. Tho I was ſurpriſed to find him 
returned ſo ſoon, yet, as it was very poſſible, 
J took no notice of it; and did not aſk him, 
*till he had aſſured me that the Selictar was 
not at my houſe, how he had acquitted him- 
ſelf of my orders. He muſt certainly diſcover 
ſome confuſion in his anſwer; but having no 
reaſon to be ſuſpicious of him, I did not ob- 
ſerve with what air he told me, that he had 
conducted Syneſius to his father's. I was how- 
ever equally deceived by his anſwers to both 
my queſtions; with this difference only, that 
in the firſt he was ſincere, and told a lye in the 
ſecond, to-conceal a piece of treachery in which 
he was an accomplice. In a word, tho' I was 
perſuaded that the Selictar was not come to my 
houſe, and that Syneſius had leſt it, yet they were 
both there, which I did not know for ſeveral days, 
. Syneſius looked upon the order of his depar- 
ture as the ſentence of his death. But having 
no method but artifice to avoid obeying it, he 
conſidered that my ſervants did not know my 
motives, and that he might probably prevail on 
them to conſent. to his ſtay ing, at leaſt till my 
return, at Oru. Being apprehenſive afterwards 
of my coming back, as it happened, when I | 
was leaſt expected, he reſolved by a conſidera- 
ble preſent to bribe the footman to whom, I had 
committed the.care of ſeeing him to his father's, 
I. know not with what pretences he coloured his 
propoſals ; but having brought him over to his in- 
tereſt, he pretended to ſet out with him, and 
they both came back again in a few minutes, 
Syneſius was locked up in his chamber, and 


the Footman appeared in the houſe ſome. hours 
| | after, 


11 
« 175 


Te Fair Greek. 139 
after, as though he had executed my com- 
miſſion, and was juſt returned from the City. 
There was a greater variety of incidents in 
the Selictar's adventure. The reader will re- 
member that Bema was not fatished with her 
condition; that ſhe looked upon me as a'Fo- 
reigner, who did not ſufficiently value her ta- 
lents, and whom ſhe ſerved with regret; being 
piqued at my ſeeming to put too little confi- 
dence in her, or induced by vanity to think that 
ſhe was not advanced to the rank which ſhe me- 
rited in my family. The Selictar had been very 
frequent in his viſits at Oru, and ſhe had too 
much penetration not to diſcover the views 
which brought him thither. Her diſpoſition, 
which by a long experience of a Seraglio, was 
turned to 1 was agreeably employed in 
any thing which might contribute to her re- 
venge. She got an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
the Selictar; and making him an offer of her 
ſervice with Theofa, went ſo far as to perſuade 
him that his happineſs depended on her. The 
hopes which ſhe had given him greatly ſurpaſſed 
her own expectations; for as ſhe knew on 
what terms I was with Theofa, ſhe could not 
think that it would be eaſy to obtain favours 
for him, which ſhe knew had never been grants: 
ed to me. But it was upon this very know=! 
ledge that ſhe founded her hopes of feeding 
the weakneſs of a Lover. After ſhe had con- 
firmed him in the opinion which he always had: 
of me with regard to Theofa, ſhe flatter'd herſelf 
with knowing enough of the inclinations and com- 
plexion of a girl of her age, to anſwerfor her not be- 
ing eternally deaf to the voice of pleaſure ; anc _ 


i . 
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firſt promiſe 'which-ſhemadethe Selictar, was built 
upon the hopes of meeting with no oppofion. 
It is true indeed, as the conſtantly attended 
Theofa, and knew fo well how to govern her 
own ſex, that ſhe was more formidable in this 
enterprize than even the heat of conſtitution, 
upon which the Selictar founded all his hopes! 
But whatever arts fhe had made uſe of, her: pro- 
ject could not be far advanced when the Selictat 
was fo much alarmed at the diſgrace of the Aga 
of the Janiſaries. As in his firſt doubts he had con- 
hdered whether it would not be his beſt way to 
collect together what he could of his fortune, 
and ſeek an aſylum among the Chriſtians; and 
as all his fears were not able to abate his paſſion, 
he had been the more urgent with Bema, and 
would gladly have ſacrificed all he had in the 
world, to have been accompanied by Theofa 
in his flight. But the intriguing Bema, who 
did not dare to promiſe him ſuch ſudden ſucceſs, 
ventured to propoſe his retreating to his Miſtreſs, 
| The women were not regulated in my houſe 
with regard to their lodgings, according to the 
cuſtom of the Furks, but were diſtributed into 
the chambers which were allotted chem by my 
Steward. That of Bema joined to Theofa's 
apartment. It was this hole which ſhe offered 
the Selictar for an aſylum. And ſhe told him 
that he would be ſo much the ſafer, ſince I 
myſelf not knowing that he was there, could 
not ſacrifice my friendſhip to my politics; and 
that on the other hand, I could not help being 
well pleaſed, after the danger Was over, with 
having been of ſome ſervice to my friend. It is 
much leſs ſtrange that ſuch a thought as this ſhould 
32325 come 
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come into the head of a woman accuſtomed to 
intrigues of all. ſorts, than that à man of the 
Selictar's rank ſhould anprove of it. And 1 
thought thig event ſo. extraordinary, after I had 
diſcovered all; the circumſtances of it, that I 
ſhould have given it as an inftance- of the moſt 
egregious fallies of love, had not the Selictar's 
motives been ſtrengthened by his apprehenſiong 
with regard to: his life. nn 

But I can add, that the haughtineſs of the 
Turks is the fuſt thing which leaves them in ad- 
verfity. As all their grandeur is borrowed from 
that of their Maſter, whoſe Slaves they profeſs 
themſelves to be, they retain nothing of it in the 
leaſt diſgrace; and the motives of pride in moſt 
men are very weak, when they are reduced to 
perſonal merit. I knew, however, that the 
Selictar had good qualities enough to make him 
a formidable Lover, eſpecially when he attack'd 
a woman who had been educated in the ſame 
Country, and who conſequently could not be 
offended with what we ſhould think diſguſtful in 
a Turk. I did not acquaint Theofa' with the 
reaſons which had brought me back from Con- 
ſtantinople. On the contrary, being more free 
than uſual; as I had got rid of the load which 
lay heavy on my heart, I diſcovered a fatisfac- 
tion in my converſation with her, of which ſhe 
took notice, and aſked me the cauſe. This 
gave me an opportunity of repeating with more 
gaiety what I had told her in the morning with 


too fad and languiſhing an accent. But the 
more ſure ſhe was of her Empire over my heart, 
the more. uncertain was I with regard to the part 
I had to act; and finding my mind more at 


caſe 
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eaſe ſince I was rid of my fears, I had ſtrength 
enough to ſuppreſs the deſires which prompted 
me to talk of my paſſion. When I reflect upon 


what is paſt, and form at preſent, perhaps, a 


better judgment than I did then of my diſpo · 
ſitions, I ſecretly deſired, methinks, that Theofa 
ſhould have conceived for me part of the paſſion 
which I felt for her, or at leaſt, that ſhe ſhould 
have ſhown me ſome ſigns of it; for I was ſtill 
inclined to flatter myſelf that I had a greater 
ſhare than any body elſe in her affections: But 
withheld by my principles of honour as well as 
my promiſes, I was unwilling to own the con- 
queſt of her heart to artifice ; and ſhould have 
thought myſelf happy in ſeeing her meet my 
wiſhes, and long as much as J for what I de- 
Wachen. 200 

As it was the moſt beautiful ſeaſon of the 
year, and as my Garden was an aſſemblage of 


all rural pleaſures, I. propoſed taking the air in 


it after ſupper with Theofa. We took ſome turns 


in the moſt agreeable walks. It was not ſo dark 


but that I ſometimes fancied I ſaw a man in ſe- 
veral corners near us, but ſuppoſed it was my 
ſhadow, or one of my Domeſtics. In another 
part I heard the ruſtling of leaves, but ſuſpect- 
ing nothing, imagined it was the wind. 
| The air was ſuddenly chilPd, and the noiſe 
which I had heard ſeeming to forbode a ſtorm, 
I deſired Theofa to haſten towards a fummer- 
houſe for ſhelter. Bema and another female 
Slave followed us. We fat down for a few mo- 


ments, and I thought I heard ſome body walk 
ſoftly at a little diſtance from the arbor. I called 
Bema, and aſked her a trifling queſtion, only to 
. 5 | know 
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know how far ſhe was from me. She was not 
on that ſide where I heard the tread of ſome 
perſon's feet; and beginning to ſuſpect that we 
were overheard, and not being willing to alarm 
Theofa, I made a pretence to get up, to go and 
| ſee who was capable of being ſo indiſcreet. I 
did not yet ſuſpect that it could be any other 
than one of my Domeftics ; but perceiving no 

body, I went back very calmly to Theofa.- 
The night — far advanced, and we 
returned to her apartment, without meeting 

with any other adventure. ' NF 
But as I could not get it out of my head 
that I had heard ſome body near us, and as it 
ſeemed to me of conſequence to puniſh this 
boldneſs in my Domeſtics, I determined, when 
J left Theofa, to wait ſome time at the Garden- 
door, which was not far from her apartment, in 
order to ſurprize, as he came in, the perſon 
who had been ſo curious as to watch us. I had 
not waited there long, before I perceived a man 
coming towards me, but he ſaw me alſo; and 
tho* it was ſo dark that he could not poſhbly 
know me, yet he returned as faſt as he could to 
the grove from whence he came. My impa- 
tience made me purſue and call after him, that 
he might know who I was by my voice. I com- 
manded him to ſtop, but he did not regard me, 
My reſentment was ſo great that I reſolved to 
take another method to clear up this affair im- 
mediately. I went in again, and ordered all the 
Domeſtics which I had at Oru to be called to- 
gether. - Their number was not large: I had 
but ſeven, who all appeared in a minute. I 
concealed the motives of my behaviour, 5 
1 e 


in vain. 


getting my Servants togethe 
led him into the Garden, gueſled at my ſuſpi- 
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the Seliftar coming into my thoughts, with all 
— vey which could accompany ſuch an 
idea, I was exaſperated at a piece of treach 

of which I thought I could no longer doubt. I. 
ſeemed plain to me that he lodged at ſome 
houſe in the neighbourhood, from whence he 


hoped that he might eaſily in the night get ad- 


mittance into mine. But was this with the 
know and conſent: of Theofa? This 
doubt,” which immediately aroſe in my mind, 
overwhelmed me with anguiſh, I ſhould have 
ordered all my Servants to have fearched the 
Garden, had I not been withheld by another 
thought, which made me take a quite different 


reſolution. It ſeemed: to me of much more im- 


portance to dive into the deſigns of the Selictar, 


than to ſeize his perſon; and determining to 
undertake the trouble of doing this myſelf, I 
ſent away all my Servants, without excepting 
even my Valet de Chambre, and returned to 
my poſt at the Garden door, where I hid my- 


ſelf more carefully than I had the firſt time. I 
hoped foon to ſee the Selictar return, but had 
the mortification to wait for him a long while 


He came privately into the houſe while I was 
r. Bema, who had 


cions, and having made a pretence to leave her 


 Miftrefs, had ſafely conducted him back to his 
quarters. My uneaſineſs all the next day was 
too great to be concealed: I did not fee even 
Theofa, and looked upon the fears which ſhe 


difcovered in the evening with regard to my 


| health, only as artifice and perfidy, which 1 
: was 


a Rag 5 — 1 2 

lreaqy thinking how to revenge. As an 
Aalen 1 m noble: I received advice at 
night that the life of Baſſa Cheriber was in the 


- utmoſt danger, and that his friends, who knew 
the ſtep which Thad already taken in his favour, 
conjured me to ſee the Grand Viſir again, and 
to renew my ſolicitations. What an accident at 
a time when I reſolved to reſume my poſt at 
my Garden-door, and was already viewing in 
my mind the confuſion with which I ſhould - 
overwhelm the Selictar! But there was no 
room to heſitate between duty and love. The 
only means to reconcile them was to return ta 
Conſtantinople as faſt as poſſible, that I might 
be back before the night was too far advanced. 
But I could not, though I made the utmoſt dif- 
patch, return before midnight; and how could'I 
. be ſure that the Selictar and Theofa would not, 
in che mean time, make an ill uſe of my ab- 
nes nnn 
I began by degrees to reproach myſelf with 
having rejected Bema's advice; and, in my pre- 
ſent neceſſity, ſaw no ny but having re- 
courſe to it, at leaſt upon this occaſion. And 
having ſent for her to me, Bema, ſaid I, affairs 
of the utmoſt conſequence call me to Conſtan- 
tinople. I dare not truſt Theofa to herſelf, and 
am convinced of the neceflity of ſetting over 
her ſo faithful a Governeſs as you. Aſſume at 
leaſt the authority, if not the title, till my re- 
turn. To you I commit the care of her health 
and conduct. Never was man fo fooliſhly per- 
fidious. The wretched Bema however after- 
wards confeſſed to me, at a time when circum- 
ſtances forced her to be RY that if I had 
$7 Mo 7 L% FT . — 5 : — not 
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not limitted her commiſſion, and had given her 


hopes of always retaining the ſame aſcendant in 
my houſe, inſtead of letting her ſee it was to 
end at my return, that ſhe ſhould have broke off 
all engagements with the Selictar, and been 
faithful in her ſervices to me. : 
1 went away tolerably well ſatisfied, but my 
journey was uſeleſs to my two friends. As ſoon 
as I came to my houſe, I heard that the Grand 
Viſir had twice ſent one of his principal Officers 


thither, who ſeemed to be pretty much out of 


humour at not meeting with me; and ſome 
whiſpers which began to be ſpread abroad, were, 
I thought, ill omens for the two Baſſas, I 
went therefore immediately to the Grand Viſir᷑s, 
and pretending to be very impatient to know 
what he wanted with me, earneſtly deſired that 
he would grant me a moment's audience, even 
in the Seraglio, where I was told he was. He 
did not make me wait long, but ſhortened my 
viſit by the care he took to prevent my com- 
plaints. I was unwilling, ſaid he, that you 


ſhould have any reaſon to accuſe me of not ſhow- 


ing a great regard to your recommendation, and 
had ordered my Officer, if he had found you at 
home, to tell you that the two Baſſas were both 
guilty, and that- the Grand Seignior could not 
avoid exerciſing his juſtice upon them. 

Whatever deſire I might have to juſtify them, 
ſo formal a declaration left me no room to 
make any reply ; but confeſling that treaſon de- 
ſerved no mercy, I aſked the Grand Viſir if the 
crimes of Cheriber and Azet were a myſtery 
which I ought not to pry into. He told me that 


their guilt and puniſhment would be made . 
5 ic 
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lie the next day, and that it would be a ſmall 
favour to inform me of them a few hours ſooner. 
Auriſan Muley, Aga of the Janiſaries, having 


been long exaſperated againſt the Court for at- 
tempting to leflen his authority, propoſed to 


ſeat on the Throne Prince Achmet, the Sultan's 
ſecond brother, whom he had educated in his 


infancy, and who had ſome»months ſince been 
cloſely impriſoned for ſome ſevere jeſts which 
he had made on his brother. It was neceſſary 


to enter into a correſpondence with this Prince, 


and to be aſſured of his diſpoſitions. The Aga 
had done this with great dexterity, but the 
ſprings by which he ſucceeded were not known, 
and this was the only difficulty which the Mini- 
ſter had to clear up. Tortures had wreſted 
from the Aga a - confeſſion of his guilt, but he 
had preſerved an inviolable ſecrecy with regard 
to his confederates, and the Viſir himſelf own'd 
to me that he could not help admiring him. But 
his ſtrict friendſhip with Cheriber and Del 

Azet, who had been ſucceſſively the two lat 
Baſſas of Egypt, made the Divan reſolve to ap- 
prehend them. They were both. immenſely 
rich, and their influence was {till ſo powerful in 
Egypt, that it was not doubted: but that they 


were the two principal pillars of the Aga's en- 


terprize. In fact, the fear of cruel tortures, 


which they could not bear at their age, had 


forced them to confeſs that they were guilty, 
and that the ſcheme which the Conſpirators had 
formed, was to paſs into Egypt with: Achmet, 
if they ſhould not ſucced in their endeavours to 
eſtabliſn him on the Throne immediately. This 
confeſſion did not hinder them from ſuffering 
Vis! G 2 various 
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various tortures, to make them declare the 
names of their accomplices, and particulaily 
Whether the Boſtangi Bachi and the Selictar 
were guilty. But whether they did not really 
know, or whether they reſolved to ſhow the 
Jame conſtancy as the Aga, _ both OO 
to death in not alledging 

them. Four hours {uice, aid Mi Gran Grad Vit 
you would have found them ſtretched on the 
rack in my anti- chamber, for there they urider- 
went their laſt examination; and the Grand 
Seignior ordered their execution as ſoon as it 
Was over. 

Tho' I was greatly terrified at ſo recent a 
cataſtrophe, yet my friendſhip for the Selictar 
'did not fuer me to forget to aſk the Miniſter 
if he was clear Enough to ſhow himſelf with 
fafety. Why obſerve me, ſaid he, I love the 
Selictar, as am far from chagrini ing him for 
nothing 3 but as his flight has raiſed n 

ejudices againſt him in the Council, I w 
Hg he would not appear without having firſt 
ſpread ſome report to clear up the myſtery of his 
abſence. And ſince he has retired to you, keep 
him, added he, till I ſend you word. I looked 
the Viſir's confidence as a new favour, and 
thank'd him for it ; but not knowing for cer- 
tain that the Selictar was at my houſe, I thought 
myſelf obliged not to ſuffer him to think he 
E I was juſt come from Oru, where I had 
n laſt night, and all that day, and 


ed 
fo ſolemnly that I had not ſeen the 
there, that the Viſir choſe rather to his 
Spies had deceived * than to queffion my 
hncerity. M 
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My journey being very much ſhortened by 
ſo uhappy an event, I pleaſed” myſelf with the 
thoughts of returning to Oru time enough to 
ſurprize the Selictar in my Garden, and already 
began to conſider by what means I might inſure 
my ſucceſs. . But when I came back to my houſe 
at Conſtantinople, I found my Valet de Chambre 
waiting for me. with the utmoſt impatience. He 
immediately defired to ſpeak with me in private. 
I bring you news, ſaid he, which will very 
much trouble and furprize you. Syneſius is 
ajing of a wound which he received from the 
delictar, Theofa is reduced to the ſame extre- 
mities by her fears, and Bema, whom I ſuppoſe 
to be the wicked author of all theſe diſorders, 
is ſecured by way of preeaution till your return. 
Your preſence, continued he, is teceflary at 
Ora, were it only: t6 fruſtrate the Selictar's de - 
fign, who cannot be driven from the houſe, 
and who may eaſily get ſtrength enough to enter 
it by force. The concern which he ſhow'd for 
his violence ſeemed to me very ſuſpicious. As 
he was alone, 1 ſhould have cauſed him to be 
apprehended, had I not been afraid of offending 
you; However; added my Valet, I have taken 
ſo much care to put the reſt of your Domeſtics 
in a poſture of defence, that you ny be very 
eaſy with regard to any attempts till your ar- 
cted 'an accident not_permitting me 
ſo, I fet out immediately, taking four 
Servants Well armed along with me by way of 
_ precaution. The conſternation in which I found 


thoſe of Oru, was a proof that my Valet had 
not aggravated mm > I found chem (wing | 
ern $7324 + | 3 
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with a dozen muſkets) keeping a ftrit guard at 
my gate, and afſk'd them how Theofa and 8y- 
neſius did, whoſe adventure I could not yet 
comprehend. They were ignorant, as well as 
I, of his not having quitted the houſe; and 
not knowing that the Selictar was there, it was 
merry enough to fee them take ſo much pains 
to keep him out of my houſe before he had left 
it. Having carefully examined them concerning 
this affair, I found that the cries of Syneſius had 
drawn them to T heofa's apartmen*, where they 
found him engaged with the Sal. Aar, and Alon 
diſabled by a wound which endangered his life. 
Bema ſided with the Selictar, and urged him to 
kill Syneſius, but they were ſoon parted. The 
Selictar ſtole away, Syneſius was covered with 
blood, and Theofa trembling, and almoſt dead 
with fear, conjured my Domeſtics to fly, and 
tell me what had happened. 

Her having thought of me affected me ſo 
much, that I went immediately to her apart- 
ment, and was more confirmed by the joy ſhe 
diſcovered at ſeeing me. I went to her bed-fide. 
She ſeized my hand, and graſped it very hard. 
Heavens ! ſaid ſhe, what horrors have I been a 
witneſs of during your abſence! You would 
have found me dead of my fears, had you tar- 
ried longer. The manner and accent in which 
ſhe uttered theſe words was ſo artleſs and af- 
fecting, that my ſuſpicions not only vaniſhed, 
but I was tempted, notwithſtanding the circum- 
ſtances in which I found her, to relapſe into all 
my former fondneſs. I endeavoured however to 
confine my joy in my heart, and contenting 
myſelf with kiſſing her hands, Tell me then, 
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Theofa, ſaid I, with a tranſport which would 
now and then ſhow itſelf in my words, tell me 
what I muſt think of the horrors of which you 
complain. Can you complain of what hap- 
pened in your chamber? What did the Selictar 
do there? What Syneſius? None of my Ser- 
vants know any thing of the matter. Will you 
give me a faithful account? 

Yes, this is one of the things, ſaid ſhe, which 
affrighted me moſt : I foreſaw, as all would ap- 
pear a myſtery, that you would not exempt me 
from your ſuſpicions ; but I call Heaven to wit- 
neſs that I ſee no farther into this affair than 
you. As ſoon as you was gone, continued ſhe, 
and I thought of nothing but retiring, Bema 
came, and to'd me ſeveral ſtories, to which I 
gave but very little heed. She ridiculed my taſte 

r reading, and the other exerciſes in which J 
ſpend my time; and talked of amours, and of 
the joys which perſons of my age find in the 
plealures of love. An hundred amorous tales 
which ſhe told me, were meant, I perceived, as 
ſo many reproaches for my not following ſuch 
agreeable examples. She ſounded my inclina- 
tions by ſeveral queſtions ; and this officiouſneſs, 
which I had never obſerved in her before, be- 
ginning to be troubleſome, I ſuffered the more 
from the neceſſity I was under of hearing her, 
when ſhe let me underſtand that you had given' 
her authority over me, and that ſhe ſhould uſe it 
only to make me happy. She had hardly ſeen 
me to bed and retired, but I heard ſome body 
open my chamber-door, and preſently perceived 
that it was Syneſius. I was more ſurprized than 
frightened at his appearance; but remembring . 
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what you had told me of him; 1 buff fav 
diſcovercd my uneafineſ; 5 I not ſuppoſed tha 
you might have pardoned him upon your artiy 
at Conſtantinople, and have ſent him hither with 
Goes commarits for me. 1 fe Ki 16 UNE 
nearer, and when he began a ſpeech which Con- 
tained nothing but complait ts of his wretched: 
neſs, I interrupted him as ſoon as I . Ving 
that he did not come from you. Amidſt a thbu- 
ſand expreſſions of grief, he ſell on his knees b 
my bed-fide in a violent agitation. At the ſame 
initant Bema introduced the Seliftar : Don't af 
me what this increaſe of my confuſion hindered 


together. The noiſe of their rife, rather than 
weak to be heard, drew your Domeſtics hither ; 


—— 


{611 appeared in her countenance, And during 
* 1 :, | * * 44 * a iS cont | BY + 0 
the warmth of my vows of fondneſs. and love, 


with which I thought ſhe was greatly moyed and 
ſoftened, I might perhaps inſenſibly haye ob- 


tained the favour which I had ſworn not to aſk, 
if the ſtrength of my reſolutions had not ſup- 
TT. ported 
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ported me againſt the rebellion of mY, ſenſes. 
But, my ſcheme Pat ſettled ; 725 I think in the 
opinion which: I then 4 0 7 +0 that I ſhould 
have, been * ſorry 2 found her guilty 
of a weakneſs which? would have leſſened my 


elteem. 
Not lofing any thing, however, which ſoothed 
my paſſion, I drew ſatisfaction enough from this 
accident to enable me to look upon the daubts 
which I had yet to clear up, as events which 
began to affect me leſs, and which I ſhould 
examine with great calmneſs and ſerenity. Do 
ou remember, ſaid I to Theofa, in order to let 
por know part of my expectations, that you have 
now. ſuffered me to ſee what I flatter myſelf 
ith more plainly diſcovering one day or other, 
She, ſeemed; doubtful of my meaning. I have 
ſufficient] explained myſelf, replied I ; and was 
RT. when I left her, that ſhe only af- 
fected not to underſtand me. I immediately 
ſent. for Bema. , This crafty Slave hoping for 
ſome time to deceive me, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade me that the Selictar came by chance to 
my houſe in the evening, that ſhe happened to 
ſee him the moment ſhe found that Syneſius 
was in Theofa's apartment, and that her zeal 
for the honour of my family induced her to in- 
treat him to puniſh the inſult which was done 
me by this raſh young man. The SeliCtar hay- 
diſappeared before ſhe was taken into cuſ- 

y, ſhe ſuppoſed that he was gone quite away, 
or had. at leaſt got ſafe back to his aſylum; and 
flattered herſelf that ſhe ſhould in either caſe 
eaſily find an opportunity to inform him of the 


excuſe which ſhe had invented for him. But 
G5 | I had 


\ 


J had not been ſo long in Turkey without know. 
ing the power which a Maſter has over his Slave; 
and not thinking it at all probable that the 
Selictar had ſtole away privately, if he came 
with no ill deſign, I reſolved to make uſe of the 
moſt rigorous means to come at the truth. The 
reaſons which my Valet de Chambre had to 
confine Bema, ought to make at leaſt as deep 
an impreſſion upon me. In ſhort, I talked of 
putting her to the torture, and the ſterneſs of 
my voice and air, making her believe that T was 
in earneſt, ſhe was fo terrified that ſhe preſently 
confeſſed the whole of her intrigue. T 
When I was fully convinced that the Selictar 
had not ſeen Theofa before he found Syneſius 
in her chamber, I thought I had more reaſon to 
banter him on account of his ill ſucceſs, than 
to be offended at his having concealed himſelf in 
my houſe: And Bema eraſed all traces of re- 
ſentment, by telling the reaſons which had in- 
duced him to hide himſelf from me. But what 
made my friend more excuſeable not —_ ſuf- 
ficient to juſtify her, I deſigned to conſider of 
the puniſhment which ſhe deſerved for her 
treachery ; and it was upon this occaſion that 
| ſhe called her Prophet to witneſs, that I ſhould 
have had no reaſon to reproach her, if 1 had 
put an entire confidence in her, and not truſted 
her by halves. This frankneſs greatly abated 

my anger. I wanted nothing further of her, only 
to know what was become of the Selictar. 
She ſaid ſhe believed that he was returned to 
her chamber, and that I might ſatisfy myſelf by 
only ſeeing whether the door was faſt, Not 
doubting by this proof of his -being there, OF 
© 3 7 only 


only revenge I propoſed was to let him reſt 
Mieth in his quarters till hunger ſhould drive 
bim out, and to poſt my Valet de Chambre at 
the door to receive him as ſoon as he ſhould 
appear. Bema, whom I left in her priſon, could 
not prevent the ſatisfaction I promiſed myſelf 
from this ſcenne. „ AO 
She could give me no light with regard to 
Syneſius, ſince no-body was more ſurpriſed than 
herſelf at finding him in Theofa's apartment. 
But he gave me little apprehenſion, and as I 
heard his wound was really dangerous, I ordered 
him to be taken care of, and deferred ſeeing him 
till he ſhould grow better. Whether he left my 
houſe and then came back again, or whether he 
never went out of it, was owing to the infide- 
lity of one of my Servants, and was a. matter of 
little importance, which I was in no great hurry 
to puniſh, And as I thought myſelf ſecure of 
Theofa's prudence, it was indifferent to me 
whether ſhe was beloved by this young Greek 
or not; nay, I foreſaw that it might be of ſome 
advantage to her with reſpe&t to her father. 
This reflection did not offer itſelf to my mind 
at firſt; but thinking of the affair ſince the laft 

converſation which-I had with Syneſius about it, 
I concluded, if the violence of his paſſion con- 
tinued, that it would give me an opportunity 
of putting his father to a new trial, by pretend- 
ing to marry him to Theofa. Tf Lord Condoidi 
had not loſt all fenſe of Honour and Religion 
as well as Nature, it would I thought be impoſe 
ſible for him not to oppoſe this inceſtuous mar- 
riage ; and in a Country where the authority of 

| fathers 
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ever inſenſible theſe wretches may | 
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Fathers is not very great, I could oblige him to 


have recourſe to this objection to hinder it. 


Thus accidents; which had greatly alarmed 


me, had no worſe conſequences than the wound 
of Syneſius, and the chaſtiſement of a few Do- 
meſtics. I parted with Bema ſome days after, 
with this mortifying circumſtance for 4 that 
I fold her only for half what ſhe coſt me. This 
is a ſort of puniſhment which is inflifted only 
by perſons who are rich, and who have, at the 
fame time, good nature enough. not to uſe a 
Slave who has offended with cruelty 6 but how- 

they are 
greatly affected by it, as it ſinks \ in their 


opinion eyen below their own miſerable con- 


dition, I heard however that Bema was after- 
wards recommended to the Selictar, and that he 
had been fo grateful as to purchaſe her for his 
Seraglio. | 55 A 
As for him, I had not the pleaſure which I 
expected of ſeeing him ſurrender to hunger and 
thirſt; Suppoſing by the long delay of his con- 
fident that ſhe was detained againſt her will, 
and conſidering the circumſtances he ſhould ſoon 
be reduced to without her aſſiſtance, he reſolved 
not to wait there till the morning, and fancied, 
as he was well acquainted with my houſe, that 
he ſhould eaſily eſcape in the dark. He fell into 


the hands of my Valet de Chambre, who had 
. already taken his poſt, This faithful Servant 


might have periſhed by his poinard; but being 
himſelf ſuſpicious of it, he was cautious enough 
to ſpeak in a very civil manner, and to aſſure 
the gelictar that he had no reaſon to be appre- 
kenſive of violence, and that I ſhould on the 

contrary 


* 
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contrary load him with careſſes, and al Kind 6f 

od offices. He ſuffered himfe't, thouph not 
without ſome ſigns of diffidence, to be con- 1 
ducted to me. I was in bed, Fro up 15 71 


mediately; and pretending ts be greatly 
prized : How ! the Selictar, cried I | why, what 
iccldeut——He interrupted me with an air of 
confuſion. Spare me the rafllery, faid he, which 

1 (6 richly deſerve. Even your reptoaches nn 
be juſt, if you confine them to my nocturnal 
viſit to Thsofa; but in the uſe White I mide e 
my poinard, meant only td ſerye you, though 
the care which your Servants took to ſnatch,out 
of my hands the youth whom I wounded, maRkes 
me apprehend that I was miftaken in my zeal. 
And as for the libert e I hav 8 5 of 
retiring to your houſe without your 9603 55 
you 00 to impute it on hat fe, fee 

a friend who knew not take, and 
who was willing to make 72 bale his afylum 
without expoſing you to the reſentment f the 
Port. I interrupted him in try turn, t6. aſſure 
him that I would fave him the trouble of juſti- 
fying himfelf, and that I did not find an 1 1 


blameable in his conduct, even with re 
Theofa, unleſs it was demeapifi himfelf b 2 
behaviour which was not at all ſuitable t6, 

noble manner of thinking. He owned the 
this reproach was juſt, Opportunity, ſaid he, 
got the better of my virtue. All the reſt of our 
converſation turned upon mirth and raillery, I 
aſſured him that his worſt puniſhment ſhould be 
to be lodged more commodiouſſy, and to be 
better attended than in Bema's chamber, with- 
out being expoſed to the danger which 13 

uc 
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. duced him to conceal himſelf. My telling him 
' what I had heard from the Grand Viſir, did 
not give him more ſatisfaction with regard to 
himſelf, than compaſſion for the fate of e 
Aga of the Janiſaries and the two Baſſas. He 
proteſted, however, that he ſhould pity them 
leſs if they were guilty; and that, far from 
entering into their conſpiracy, he ſhould abſo- 
lutely have broken with them, had he ſuſpected 
it. He ſeemed diſpoſed to ſet out immediately, 
and talked of ſending for two Slaves, whom he 
had commanded to wait for him in a neigh- 
bouring village. But I told him the precautions 
which the Grand Viſir deſired him to uſe before 
he returned to Conſtantinople. Among the 
many ſchemes which he might have embraced, 
he reſolved, by my advice, to go the next day 
to his country-houſe, as if he was returned from 
_ viſiting the Magazines and Arſenals of the 
Black Sea. 1 did not even refuſe to accompany 
him; and to let him know that I did not only 
not retain any reſentment of what was paſt, but 
that I had ſtill the ſame opinion of him which 
firſt induced me to court his friendſhip, I pro- 
poſed to take Theofa along with us. 

He could hardly believe that I was ſincere in 
what I offered; but I was ſo much in earneſt, 
that having paſſed the reſt of the night. with 
him, I conducted him myſelf to Theofa's apart- 
ment, to perſuade her to agree to our propoſi- 
tion. Her laſt converſation had made me, as it 
were, ſuperior to all the weakneſſes of jealouſy ; 
and I was ſo well ſatisfied that the Selictar would 
never gain her affections, that his vainly renew- 
ing his attempts would be a ſort of triumph to 

| | me. 


- 


me. Beſides, whatever my ſucceſs might be, 
I was unwilling to let him have it in his 
power to reproach me with preventing his, 1 
owed him this complaiſance, as I had perhaps 
at firſt contributed to his paſſion by being ſo 
ready to approve it; and ſhould Theofa ac- 
cording to my wiſhes, ever feel an affection for 
me, I was deſirous that my friend ſhould boſe 
all hopes of ſucceſs, before he perceived that 

J was happier than himſelf. 
If Theofa ſeemed ſurpriſed at our ſcheme, 
ſhe made no objections to it, when ſhe found 
that I was to be with her, and that ſhe was 
only to accompany me. I order'd her ſuch 
an equipage as would make her appear like 
a perſon of diſtinftion at the Selictar's. He 
had told me that this houſe was the centre 
of his power and pleaſures ; that is to ſay, 
that there was not only all the ornaments-which 
pleaſe the taſte of the Turks, but a Seraglio 
alſo, and a prodigious number of Slaves. I had 
beſides heard him boaſt of it as the moſt de- 
lightful place in all the neighbourhood of Con- 
ſtantinople. We were eight miles from it ; and 
not getting there till the evening, I was for 
that day deprived of a proſpect, to which per- 
haps there is nothing comparable in any 
other part of the world. But the Selictar im- 
mediately ſhewed us all the internal elegance and 
riches of this ſuperb Edifice, and J was inſtant- 
ly obliged to own that I had never ſeen any 
thing more beautiful in France or Italy. If I 
ever had any reaſon to fear that I might have 
cauſe to repent of my engaging Theofa in this 
Journey, it Was when the lictar, after he had 
KC _ diſplayed, 
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di layed, and made her admire ſo much mag- 
* offered her the abſolute dominion. of 
the whole, with all the laviſh promiſes which 
he. had formerly made her. I could- hardly hide 
the confuſion which reddened on my. cheeks, 
I looked upon Theofa, and expected her an- 
ſwer with a concern which ſhe has ſince owned 
that ſhe obſerved. She proteſted to the Se- 
lictar that ſhe was very conſcious of the — 1 
of his offers, and retained the moſt grateful 
ſenſe of them, that the had a very uncommon 
and whimſical way of thinking; and of all things 
in the world had the leaſt reliſh for thoſe which 
uſually flatter the vanity of women, Tho {he 
Tiered herſelf with a very chearful and good 
ured air, yet the faid ſo many juſt and ſen- 
18 things concerning virtue and happineſs, 
that I myſelf greatly admired them, and won- 
15 from what ſource ſhe had drawn them. 


he concluſion which ſhe came to was, that 
ſhould devote the reſt of her life to the 
practice of the principles for which ſhe con- 
felled that ſhe was indebted to my inſtructions, 
and owed me more than for her liberty. The 
confuſion which I had not been able to avoid, 
paſs'd now from my countenance to that of 
the Selictar. He complained bitterly of his 
fate ; and addreſſing himſelf to me, | conjured 
me to communicate to him ſome of the power 
which Theofa attributed to my inſtructions, 
I anſwered him with a ſmile, that what he 
defired of me was inconſiſtent with his views, 
and that he himſelf, were I to grant his re- 
queſt, would only confirm Theofa in her prin- 
* * heart overflowed with joy, and I 
thought 
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gende my hah happineſs better ſecured by this de- 
ch on ths x os thing which had ever hap- 
pened oe 4 abe an Spohntniley to compli-" 
ment Theofa on the nobleneß of her ſentimetits, 
72 9105 her anfwer for a freſh cbnfif mation 
es. 

The Seickar, the” he Was as much dejected, 
as I was elate and happy, continued to enter- 
tdi us with the utmoſt politeneſs, and to' ſhow 
us all the beauties of uns magnificent Edifice. 
He introduced us the ſame evening into his Serag- 
lio, with a view perhaps of tempting Theof to 
accept of the empire of ſo charming a place. But 
if ſhe was affected with any thing, it was not with 
it's riches or wonderful elegance. The remem- 
brance of a condition in which ſhe had been, made 
ſo deep an impreffion upon her, that I obſerved 
her to fall into a profound melancholy; which 
dick not leave her for ſome time. The Selictar 
= us the liberty of going thither as often as 
We pleaſed; and Theofa ſpent the next day in 

convetfing with ſuch women whoſe appearances. 

pleaſed her moſt. Her ſtaying there fo — 
was very agreeable to the Schicke whilft I 
haps was a little alarmed at it; but not cali 
to follow her, I watched her coming out i 
order to know the reaſon of it. I he e 
ful air which ſhe brought from thence; made 
me ſuppreſs my reproaches, and only aſk her the 
occaſion of it. She propoſed taking a walk in 
the Gatden, without anſwering my queſtion. 
The ſilence which ſhe continued to obſerve, be- 
gin to ſurpriſe nie. At laſt N deep 
„ the 15 with the moral turn which ſhe 
naturally gave to All her reflections; what 4 


variety 


variety in the events of life! What a chain of 
"things Which have no reſemblance, and ſeem not 
formed to be linked together! I have juſt made 
a diſcovery of which you ſee I am very full, 
and which has inſpired me with deſigns which 
I will communicate to you; but I muſt firſt 
= you into tears by a ſad relation of the 
A ſenſible concern, continued ſhe, which I 
could not help feeling for the fate of ſo many 
wretches, and which you will think excuſeable 
after my own misfortunes, induced me to aſk 
ſeveral of the Selictar's Slaves concerning the 
adventures which brought them into his Se- 
raglio. Moſt of them are Circaſſians, or natives 
of ſome neighbouring countries, who have been 
trained up for their condition, and are inſen- 
ſible of the wretchedneſs of it. But ſhe whom 
J have juſt left is a Stranger, whoſe good 
nature and modeſty are even more ſtriking than 
the charms of her perſon. I took her aſide, and 
praiſed her youth and beauty. My commendati- 
ons filled her eyes with grief, and nothing ſurpriſ- 
ed me more than her anſwer. Alaſs! faid ſhe, 
extol not ſuch worthleſs bencfits, but rather, 
if you are ſuſceptible of pity, look upon them 
as' the fatal boon of Heaven, which makes me 
every moment deteſt my being. I promiſed her 
more than pity, and telling her that it might 
obably be in my power to adminiſter ſome 
conſolation, deſired her to unfold the cauſe of 
ſuch ſtrange deſpair. She told me, after ſhed- 
ding ſome tears, that ſhe was born in Sicily, 
and that her father's ſuperſtition occaſioned the 
loſs of her liberty and honour, His * x 
| a 
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had been extremely infamous for her debauch- 

eries, and his ill Stars had allotted him a wife,: 
who, after ſhe had long impoſed upon him by 

the appearances of virtue, diſhonoured herſelf at: - 
laſt by open diſſoluteneſs. Having a daughter: 
by her, (who was this Slave of the Selictar) 
he made a vow to Heaven to train her up in 
the paths of virtue by a very ſevere education, 
in order to retrieve the honour of his family. 
He ſhut her up when ſhe was very young in 
a Caſtle which he had in the Country, and 
committed her to the care of: two good Old 
Women, whom he commanded, when he gave 
them their commiſſion, not to let his daughter. 
know that ſhe was diſtinguiſhed by any na- 
tural endowments, and never to mention the 
beauty of women as a thing worth regarding. 
In this manner ſhe lived *till ſhe was ſeven- 
teen years old, without ever thinking or de- 
ſiring to do any think contrary to the deſigns 
of her father. She perceived, whenever the 
had an opportunity of appearing with her two 
Governeſles, that the looks of thoſe ſhe ſaw: 
were fixed upon her, and that they teſtified 
ſome ſurpriſe at her appearance. But having 
never ſeen a looking-glaſs, and the two Old 
Women, having always carefully kept from her 
every thing which might have turned her 
reflections upon herſelf, ſhe never had the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of her beauty. In this ſimpli- 
city ſhe lived, when her Governeſles having 
introduced one of the hawkers who travel up 
and down the Country with Toys, ſhe open'd 
by meer accident a little box which had a look - 
ing-glaſs in the lid of it. Her innocence * 

1 f 0 


Juſting her dreſs with more art and el 
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ſo great, a to fancy that the repreſehih. 
e herſelf Aich ſne ſaw _ was 
picture fixed to the box. She gazed upon it 
with ſo: much pleaſure that the Old W — 
took notice of her. Their ſhrieks and re- 
proaches would have eraſed the impreſſion which 
this accident had given our young Sicilian of 
her charms, had not the Hawker, who gueſſed 
at the cauſe of their complaints, privately gi- 
ven her one of bis glaſſes, and told her in a 


pers the injury which was done her in not 


permitted to uſe them. She took it ra- 
ther thro' feat than a defire of having what ſhe 
did not underſtand ; but ſhe was hardly à mo- 
ment alone, before ſhe learnt the uſe of it. 
Tho? the had not of herſelf been able to per- 
ceive what Nature had done for her, yet the 
compariſon which- ſhe was now conſtantly. 
making between the two Old Women and her- 
ſelf, was ſufficient to ſhow her how greatly the 
difference was to her advantage. She preſently | 
found ſo much pleafure in viewing and admir- 
ing herſclt eternally, in ranging her hair, and ad- 
egance, that 
ſue began to think, without knowing the uſe of 
theſe allurements, that what gave her ſo much 
ſatisfaction muſt infallibly be go mh to others. 
The Toy-man, who was highly. delighted 
with this accident, took a deal of pleaſure in 
it Where-ever he went. The deſcription 
which he gave of the- beauty of the | 
Sicilian, excithe the curiofity and deſires of 2 
Knight of Malta, who had taken the laſt oaths 
of his Order, with little inclination to keep 


thetti. He went into the neighbourhood of ide 
5 Caſlle, 
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. an opportunity ty of ſendiy 


m— a Looking-glaſs, the Pi 
F handſome youth, 4 * and a paſſionate | 
-Letter, — her of every "thin 
— had hitherto been fo cautiouſſy concea 
from her. The Picture, which was that of the 
| Knight, had the deſired effect and the inſtr 
tions of the Letter were very lſeful, and helps 
her to ſurmount many difficulties. ' The 
Lady, whoſe Governeſles had never m = 7 
ed men in her hearing, but as the infturhents 
which Heaven was pleaſed to make uſe of, fo 
render women fit for the propagation of the Tpe- 
cies, and who had accuſtomed her beſorchans 
to have a great veneration for the ſanQity "of 
marriage, took care not to liſten to the — 5 
courtſhip, till ſhe had aſked him whether” 
deſig not "to be her huſband. He was very. f 
— of his promiſes when he found how uſeful 
they would be, and pretending ſome motives 
of | intereſt for keeping his engagements pri- 
vate, ſoon deceived the hopes of the f ther, 
and the vigilance of the two Governeſſes. ey 
continued their correſp 
pleaſure for ſome time; but at laft remorſe, 
and ſome apprehenſions of the future, made the 
Sicilian very urgent with her Gallant to p 
form his promiſes. It was impoſſible for 
longer to conceal his being engaged in the 2 
vice of a ſtate which made it unlawful for him 
to There was nothing but” tears and 
nts for ſeveral — 15 but as they loved 
one another ſincerely, parting would e been | 
to them of all evils he pra By And as th 


could not continue long where they were, wi 
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out feeling the unhappy effects of their Adr, 
they reſolved to quit Sicily, and retire into 
ſome Country which depended on the Turks. 
They could not reproach one another; for being 
both born to high fortunes, they made the ſame 
ſacrifice to Love. 

heir deſign of retiring voluntarily into the 
Dominions of the Grand Seignior would have 
ſaved them from ſlavery, had they been able to 
prove it. But having embarked on board a 
Venetian Veſſel, with a view of landing in Dal- 
matia, from whence they flattered themſelves 
that they ſhould eaſily penetrate further, they 
had the misfortune to be taken at the mouth of 
the gulf by ſome Turkiſh Rovers, who = 
cruiſing on the Venetians. Their ſto 
looked upon as an artifice, and they were both 
fold to different purchaſers in a Port of the 
Morea, from whence the unhappy Sicilian was 
conducted to Conſtantinople. If it was the bit- 
tereſt misfortune to be torn from her Lover, 
what name muſt I give to that which ſoon befel 
her! Being a little disfigured by inceſſant 
weeping, the Merchants of Conſtantinople: did 
not perceive what they might expect from her 
beauty; but an old woman, who had more 
diſcernment, laid out a good part of what ſhe was 
worth to purchaſe her, and hoped ſoon to double 
it by ſelling her again. But as ſhe had been 
educated in the principles of modeſty and virtue, 
the pains which her odious Miſtreſs took to 
awaken her charms, and adapt them to the taſte 
of the Turks, was a more inſupportable cruelty 
to her than death itſelf. She was at laſt ſold 
for a very round ſum to the Selictar, who was 
very 
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very fond of her at firſt; but having ſatisfied 
his deſires, and being diſguſted by her deep me- 
lancholy and continual weeping, ſoon began to 
neglect her, N 

Theofa was only ſurpriſed at the adventures 
of this mourning Sicilian: What moved her 
compaſſion, was the ſeeing her ſo ſenſible of the 
infamy of her condition, and ſo overwhelmed 
with grief and ſhame, that ſhe could not dif- 
tinguiſh which afflicted her moſt, the loſs of 
her honour, or that of her Lover. As I almoſt 
daily heard relations of events of this kind, I 
did not ſhew ſo many ſigns of pity as Theofa 
expected. You ſeem inſenſible of misfor- 
tunes, ſaid ſhe, which would, I thought, have 
moved you as much as myſelf. Do you think 
the unhappy Fair deſerves leſs compaſſion than 
I feel for her? I think ſne is to be pitied, re- 
plied I, but much leſs than ſhe would have been, 
if her miſery had not been the. conſequence of 
her own imprudence. And this is the diffe- 
rence, added I, between yours and hers. You 
are, perhaps, the only one of your ſex, who 
being innocently trained up to theſe diſorders, 
and hurried down a precipice without knowing 
it, felt a thorough change in your inclinations at 
the very name and frlt hints of virtue. And 


tis this, continued I with tranſport, my think- 


ing you ſuperior to all other women in the 
world, which' makes you ſo amiable in my eyes, 


Theofa ſhook her head, and ſmiled ; and with- 


out anſwering what concerned herſelf, inſiſted 


that the Sicilian Lady had merit enough to in- 


title her to her liberty, and that we ought to 
do ſomething to procure it. Your deliing 18 
3 2 
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ſaid I, is a ſufficient obligation upon me to un- 

eftake it, and I would not have you 1 0 il 

to the Selictar for it. He came to Pn 

promiſing to ſpeak to him about 4 I < did not 

Yefer my "a but taking. h 17 = 15 
Ge 


T deſired to n the affair 
an | 

Niould feel any pain in parting with ber 11 1 
She is yours, ſaid he, from this minute ; and 


when I talked of the price, he rejected my offers 


as an affront. I oy by the joy he ſhewed 
on this occaſion, that he was not only pleaſed 
with obliging me, but flattered himſelf alſo that 


this would be a new motive to engage me 90 


ſerve him with regard to Theofa, and that my 
example might be a means of inducing her to 


think of the pleaſures of love. He told me a 
circumſtance concerning his Slave which ſhe had 


concealed from Theofa. I thought, at firſt, 
faid he, that the was only afflicted for the loſs 
of her liberty, and ſoared. no pains to make her 
fatisfied with her condition; but I have ſince 
found that ſhe is paſſionately in love with 2 
young Slave of her own Country, who had 


_ dexterity enough to convey A letter into my 


Beraglio, and whoſe temerity I ſuffered to paſs 
pnpuniſhed out of reſpe& to his Maſter, who 
one of my particular friends. I never thought 
i=; my while to enquire by what means 
ey firſt eee acquainted, and only com- 
e my Servants to double their diligence 
to prevent ſuch diſorders for the ſuture. From 
this time, though I knew that he Was uncom- 


my affections began to cool 
This 


advice, 


 ajd abate with regard to my fair Sicilian. 
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advice, which the Selictar thought he was as 
a friend obliged to give me, would have been 
a very neceſſary precaution, had my ſentiments 
for her been fach as he imagined they were. 
But having, on the contrary, no defires but 
that of obliging Theofa, I was pleaſed to think 
that the young Slave, of whom the Selictar 
complained, muft certainly be theSicilian Knight, 
and foreſaw that I ſhould ſoon be obliged to 
ſhake off his fetters alſo. I waited till I was 
alone with Theofa before 1 told her that the 
fair Slave was ours. She was ſo everjoy'd to 
hear me add, that I ſuppoſed that the Knighe 
was not far off, and that I defigned to reſtore 


him to his Miſtreſs, that ſhe thanked me very 
| heartily for my zeal to ſeve them. As I turned” 


every thing to my own advantage, I did not 
doubt but that her tender concern for the hap- 
play's of theſe two Lovers was a ſign that her 
eart was grown ſenſible at laſt, and drew 
from thence prediftions in my own favour, 
which I thought better founded than thoſe of 
the Selictar. | e OO ETD 
The name of the Sicilian Lady was Maria 
Rezati, and that which had been given her in 
her ſlavery Molena. I did not think proper to 
inform her of what I had dong, for her till the 
day of our departure, and deſired Theofa only 
to tell her in general, that ſhe might hope for 
ſome unexpected happineſs. Some advices which 
the Seliftar received from Conſtantinople had 
diſſipated all his fears; and buſineſs calling me 
thither, I told Theofa that it was time for us 
to take our leave, and to return to Oru. 1 
could not, though I was very uneafy at it, pre- 
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vent the Selictar's going along wich us. Ay 
ſoon as we ſet out we were preſetited with a 
very extraordinary ſcene. The Sicilian Knight, 
who was, indeed, a Slave in the neighbourhood,: 
had liberty enough to ſteal ſome hours' every: 
day from the duties of his condition, and 
he uſed to employ. in obſerving the walls of the 
Selictar. The danger to which he had been 

expoſed by the treachery of another Slave, was 

ſo far from diſcouraging him, that he had with 

the ſame hazard a thouſand times ſince attempted 

o make farther diſcoveries. We ſet out about 
noon, in a large coach which. I had on pur- 
poſe for travelling. He was then about twenty 
ſteps from the door, where he faw ſome of my 
Servants who were getting ready to attend me. 
He was ſtruck with their dreſs, and aſked them 

in French, which he ſpoke very readily, to 
whom they belonged. I know not what ſcheme 


he formed upon their anſwer; but as ſoon as he 


had received it, the coach in which I was with 
the Selictar - and the two Ladies, moved for- 
wards, and he preſently perceived his Miſtreſs. 
It was impoſſible to moderate his tranſports. 
He flew to the INF _ —_ pace with 
it, though we drove very taſt, ing me 
name, N * hes 8 
moment. The agony he was in, and his ef- 
forts to keep up with us and to make himſelf 
heard; put him out of breath, and made him 
look like a Lunatic, who had ſome ill deſign 
upon us. The Selictar's attendants, who fol- 


- 


lowed us with his Equipage, ſeeing a Slave who 
appeared to want reſpe& for their maſter and 


me, ran to him, and forced him away in a very 


imperious 


hed: the? $;46T'V 
treat the young Slave ill 


d bis breath, and aſſumed the 
with his birth, addreſſed a ſpeech 
ſent in foilively and moving a manner as it ap- 
peared: when. delivered by bim. After he had 
in a few; words informed us of his on ſtory 
and that of his Miſtreſs, he perceived as he 
pointed! to her in the coach that ſhe! was faint 


2 lp; ue dies, and you afift her 


We quickly braught ber to . herſelf. And 
turning: her eyes upon Tbeœofa, tis he, -ſhe 
cried; ah U 'tis the Knight, tis he himſelf. I 
did not want: this declaration to knaw who he 
Was. After. I had comfarted the young Slave, 
Lafked the Selictar if he had intereſt enough in 
his Maſter to promiſe that his abſence ſhould 
have no ill equences. He aſſured me that 
he was one of. his maſt intimate friends; and 
when L told him that I deſired to take him 
along i with me to Otu, he ſhawed a piece of 
politeneſs/:whichi I wondered at in Turky, in 
ſending} one of his ſervants to intreat his friend, 
who was «a General Officer, to lend him his 
Slave for a few days: 0 ſaid he, wy 
Ain 2 | 


uy. 


offer of my ſerviee, and can aſſure'-yow 


free, and that I accepted 


away as we were getting out of my coach; but 
preſently ſent me word that he intreated me to 


change 


danger in it. He preſently appeared in a dreſs 


manners as 
that his Miſtreſs was free, or that 
only Maſter, he' aſked my leave to — 2 
ber. This was a n * Scene to us all. I 
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ne had given this order, that you will Ae 
ther occaſion for me; but J — — 
Nady Emir will refuſe me nothing which be 
would grant to any body elſe. We had ſome 
led horſes, and I ordered one to be given to 
the Knight, who was almoſt frantic with joy. 
pothble, 


He ſuppreſſed it however as much as 
and knowing wha — his habit and ſtation requir d 
of him, both from approaching his 


Miſtreſs, and from aſſuming any other beha- 
viour than that which ſuited his circumſtances. 
- T couldinot help owning to the Selictar, during 
the reſt of our journey, that it was the deſie 
which I had of ſerving theſe unfortunate Lovers 
which induced me to-aſk him to make Molena 
of the offer of his: ne · 
diation to obtain of ady Emir the ſame favour 
for the young Knight. Theafa quickened his 
zeal, by diſcovering ber concern for their hap- 
pineſs. We arrived at Oru. The Knight ſtole 


ſuffer him to ſpeak to me in private. The fa- 
vour, which he begg'd on his knees, calling me 
His father and deliverer, was to him to 
his habit immediately. Tho the leaſt 
difguiſe is criminal in a Slave, in his cir- 
cumſtances, I did not think that there was any 


which wrought as great an alteration. i So — 


1 


94 renewed 
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renewed the requeſt which I had made to the 
gelictar to procure his liberty; though I did not 
doubt but that I had credit among 
Turks to have obtained this favour of Nady 
Emir myſelf, notwithſtanding I had no partly 


cular acquaintance with him. 
+4/The; Selictar's — a perſian; 10 20 


— which did, I — no longer 


of increaſe. I Was now thoroughly ger aim 


of the virtue and modeſty of the amiable Theofa; 
made a conqueſt of her 
heart, I reſolved to explain = ſo fully, as 

not to leave her a poſhbility oubt, which I 


| looked: upon as the only obſtacle which hinde?d 


But L wanted 


her owrüng a ſondneſs for me. 


The Selictar had to accompany me to 
Conſtantinople, . nified the importance 
of the affairs which me thither, in order 


to haſten our departure. The Knight went 
along with us. Tb bad other reaſans beſides 
thoſe concerning this * — for not leavin wk 
him at Oru in my abſence 1 was at 

undetermined concerning which gave 


e eee 


her without into all his former fare 
Harities, I conſidered. whether it would. be pro- 
per to ſuffer ſuch a, correſpondence in m 
houſe. My principles were not y 
rigid with regard to. theſe affairs, and. Ido not 
that I ſhould have thought the two 


"Lovers | guilty of any great crime, in making 


N H 3 
I An I . 


0 be moxe at Wifurs for Gaps, an undertaking, 4 | 


ty. e proba- 
of his thinking to return to Sicily with 
his ſtreſs, and leſs of his — with 5 
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themfſdlves' # Happy ds T had -withed"to'be-with 
1 but” if rs tne makes ut 
ſomerimes forget "the precepts! ef Retigitiny 
Kiſs of Honont checks and teſtraims us: 0 
Was beſides, out of mere decency; obliged 10 
obſerve a thauſand duties which miy office im 
poſed upon me. This ſeruple would fraue ade 
me take ſome reſolutions very diſagreeable te 
the Knight, had be not delivered me from it 
upon our arrival at Conſtantinople,” He told 
me that he deſigned, after the ſervice which I 
Was going to do him, to fetufn to Sicily; in 
order to reſtore the money wich his — 
would coſt me, and to fee whether he cuůid net 
find out ſome method of being teleaſed from the 
vows of his Order. His misfortunes had brought 
him to a right way of thinking. He conſider d 
wat Maria Rez was ohly-tnghtn//vwheb 
BE arid reputation Had been ruttied by him, 
With a thoufand good qualities ' which” made 
Him lobe her, and of Whith even the itek ef 
2 Seraglio could nöt give him u diſpuſty "ſl 
had wealth enough to glut His umb teen, Theſe 
reflections, Which he Tomitmnicated tb mic with 
Ereat calmneſs and modeſty, deteimined Him to 
0 all he could to"obtdin tlie Nberty to 


Her. gane ee ide 
I commented fits deſigns, Hough I Ius chat 
They would be attended with dfffculfttes of whith 
Be was "Hot" appfellerve. The Sellstar went 
fitimbdiately 70 Nay Emir, Gh War returel 
to the City, Aud halide" ene Knight of Hith 
» th all the eaſe He itagtecf Fe eu, The 
S 


nerduſſy delivered him to- me Witfodt 
amy terms, Vit, 2 Pas tö hare m 
nn | money 
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again, I inſiſted on his taking the thou- 
uins which * had pang toy to, 8 Aer 
he account which Ie 
me of his intentions, no En 5 ha 
ſending bim back to his Miſtreſs. He Propoſed 
* 0 go and take his leave of her, and was 
Jo eager: to undertake a voyage from which he 
promiſed bimſelf all his bappineſs, that I could 
y prevail him to ſtay a little at Oxu. 
p ] went thither two days after 3 was extremely 
. 


ſurprized to hear that he had altered his reſolu- 
tio I could not prelen! fathom. this my- 
e aſked him what views he had 

ituted in the room of thoſe which he had 
abandoned. He told me that he had revolved 
ia his own mind the 'difficulties. of * 1 
In his d and the dangers. he ſhould exp 


unſelf — — his Order, and the — 4 7 
ati, and had reſumed the reſolution which 


he had formerly taken to ſettle in Turky; that 
the Morea be 


be a very e and com- 
modiou ny Par > ha that he would — 


10 perſorm the duties of a Knight of Malta, 
ſince: he tenounced the title, 100 2 the adyany 
tages of the Order:; e 


had left in the A 
and did not doubt but that he ſhoul 
hoy to return the money which I 
Sclictar, and to maintain. him- 


. where he deſigned to ſettle. 
that Maria 


Rezati's father, Who Was 
a very large eſtate; that he 
t her from inheriting it; and 

H 4 tat 
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that they muſt one time or other be rich enouph 
to lead a very agreeable life, and to leave ſome- 
thing to their children, if it ſhould pleaſe 
ven to grant them any. \ 

As this plan was fo ſuddenly and o . 
certed, I did not doubt but that it was owing 
to ſome extraordi incident. I fhould, how 
ever, never have ſuſpected that Syneſius Was 
the author of it. The Knight could not be 
two days at Oru, without hearing that this 
young Greek was there, and dangerouſly ill of 
his wound. He was ſo polite as to make him 
a viſit; and finding him a very agreeable per- 
ſon, entered immediately into ſuch a confidence 
with him, as to inform him of all his adven- 
tures. The exity he was in with r 
to his marriage, inſpired Syneſius with this ad- 
mirable plan, in which he hoped to find his own 
advantage. He offered the Knight a retreat on 
His father's Eſtate; and diſcovering in his turn 
dis paſſion to T beofa, they repoſed the greateſt 
confidence in each other, and flattered them- 
ſelves that ſhe would be prevailed on to follow 
them either by intereſt lg love. — 
far from having obtained her conſent, 
fius had told his friend that this was an 0 
| which would require the utmoſt delicacy and 
caution, They flattered themſelves, however, 
that they ſhould, with the aſſiſtance of Maria 
Rezati, who warmly entered into their ſcheme, 

2 convince her, if ſhe . 
| idi's daughter, or had any love for Syneſius, 
that de it no greater happineſs W 
1 2 to retum r. own n 


Tho 


111 Mdle for Theofa not to be in a 
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Tho I had ſome ſuſpicion of 22 Knigh 
I had none of Syneſius; and not think 575 my 
own intereſt wo arr in the affair, nor want - 
ing to know more of it than be deſired T 
ſhould, I did not make the leaft objection to his 
delign. The price ofyour liberty, ſald I, teeds 
not give you. any uneaflbeſs, for I ſhould not 
grudge a larger ſum to contribute te your hap- 
neſs. I ſuppoſed that Theofa had penetrated 
pa the boa of this i intrigue, and burnt er 
ſides with a defire of ſeeing her.” My i impa- 
tience was ſo great, that 1 thought the th 
days which I was obliged to in the City 
exceeding long; and reflectin era on t 
condition of my heart, was i, ſbmde gonfufton 
at having ſuffered her to 1 BE by "AT 


ant. over it. 

I went into Theofa's | apartm 5 ly 785 
folved- not to leave it 5 I I bad iſt 
treaty with her; but was ſo unfortunate as 
find Maria Rezati there. They were beco 
very intitaate friends, and the Sicilian fuppofl 


me, had ventured to mate ſome: eben oh 
the happineſs of fuch an engagement as ſhe ſup⸗ | 
poſed ours to be. This way of talking "Ard 


Pleaſed Theofa ; and I had hardly Aer 7 
compliments, hen, addrefling "herſelf FE 1 


Companion, Under your preſent miſtake, fad 
ou will be furprized to hear kin the 

ern own mouth, that Towe nothing to 
— love, and that T am indebted to his genero- 
ſity only for all the favouts which he ha#Ataped 
upon me. They both ſeemed. to wait ſet oy ty | 
anſwer.” T did not 00 7 dhe tub Ie 
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their Gnverlation, and \ was wi "as ere TM 
declared t that admir tion, and not CIO 28 
the firſt motive of the ſervices which das 
done her; but, continued I, Jooking very fon 
upon her, it requires ſo little time to know 3 our 
worth, and it is ſo impoſſible when. one 
know it, not to tonfine all one's aſeaighs to 
you- The, Who perceived d the d i 
ech, had art enou h to nterru ag) it., 
id ſhe flattered herſelf r 1 ad ome friend- 
oP. for her, and that ſhe 56 de always eſteem 
a, more valuable bleſſing than all che . pomp 
and leaſures in the World; and 
Tiate ly. urned th s conyerlatiq on 5 0 üb- 
Key. at Kid ral ſed_ Soubrs, in my 
d, Which 75 5 ohit LS alteration an 
T. 0 able to ort t in 
dhe T brech e Geh 1 Ain 
Fe very | ildiſh to but perſons in ve 
went into 5, clolet,, and. perceivi F but 
„ ta 


how much m hopes es Were 
ded, taok a pen in my. hand,/in 115 
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ker that I ne Sende ede 550 Was 
too. cold 2 express po tranſp Ne 
heart, that " ould — my / whole e 
10 pea, adding,;, however, as I had 
Arb it within dug bounds, that it Bet ff il 
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be ſubſervient to the pleaſuxe of its author; that 
I only aſpired to a return of affection, and 
R her to give what proofs of it ſhe 
eaſed. BY 1 3 oY 
. Having ſooth'd my pains, a little by this decla- 
ration, I returned with an air of greater tran- 
quility, and beſeeched Theofa to ſtep inte her 
cloſet alone. She ſtaid there a few 'minutes, 
and then coming back, deſired me, with a'yery 
grave countenance, to go thither again. Under 
the billet which I had left for her ſhe had written 
an anſwer, which was ſo ſhort,. and of ſo ex- 
-traordinary a kind, that I ſhall never forget it. 
A wretch, ſaid ſhe, who learned of you the 
names of honour and virtue, Who knows not 
that of her father, the Slave of the Governor 
of Patras and Cheriber, can certainly inſpire 
nothing but pity;; I cannot therefore ſee myſelf 
in the object of -your-love. N 
I could not help making a very loud excla- 
mation on reading this anſwer. An apprehenſion 
leſt ſome evil had befallen me, made her run 
to the Cloſet - door. I ſtretched out my arms to 
invite her to come and hear me explain myſelf ;. 
but ſhe returned to her Companion as ſoon as ſhe 
was ſatisfied that ſhe had nothing to fear with 
regard to my bealth. I was tortured with the 
moſt violent paſſions; but not being able to 
abandon my hopes, I reſumed my pen, to eraſe 
the horrible picture which ſhe had made of her- 
ſelf, and drew one which repreſented her, on 
the contrary, in all the perfections with which |. 
Nature had adorned her. This, added I, is ii 
her whom I love, and her features are fo deeply. WM 


engraven on my heart, that it is impoſſible for: 
9 +4 
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me to be miſtaken. I went back again, and 
prayed her once more to go into the Cloſet; but 
The ſmiled, and deſired me to allow her more 
time to examine what I had left there. 
This anſwer comforted me a little. I'retired 
Sire; in order to ſhake off the remains of my 
trouble. It red ſo ſtrange even to me, that 
1 ſhould have need of fo many precautions to 
declare my ſentiments to a girl whom J had 
"taken out of the arms of a Turk, and who 
would at firſt perhaps have thought herſelf happy 
In mine, that in the midſt of all my fondneſs, in 
which T indulged myſelf with pleafore I re- 
proached my own heart with its cowardice, 
which ſuited ſo ill with my years and experience. 
But beſides ſome ſecret remorſe, which I could 
never get rid of when I remembered the vir- 
tuous maxims which I had a thouſand times 
endeavoured to inſtil into Theofa, and the ap- 
prehenſion of making myſelf contemptible in 
her eyes by a paſſion, which, after all, would 
have ruined the principles Which I had been fo 
Careful to teach her; it is eaſy to conceive that 
Jo ſtriking a perſon as hers, is, for that very rea- 
ſon, the moſt apt to excite reſpect and fear, when, 
Anſtead of finding the facility which ſo many 
- charms make one deſire, and ſo many benefits ſeem 
to promiſe, one is not only checked by an appre- 
henſion of diſpleaſing, which is a common effect 
of love, but, as it were, repulſed by modeſty, 
Honour, and the air and language of every 
virtue which we did not expect to find in ſo in- 
cChanting a form. As the principles of juſtice 
gnd honour were natural to me, I twenty times 
reſolved do a violence to myſelf,” and io 1885 
Theo 
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Theoſa to purſue her inclinations to vine; 
but hurried away by a paſſion, which my ; filence, 
and even my moderation, continually increaſed, 
I renewed my vows to Heaven, not to exceed 
the bounds-I had preſeribed-myſelf,, and thought 
I made a. great ſacrifice to wiſdom, in keeping 
my — to aſk Theofa nothing but What 
ſhe ſhould voluntarily grant me. The expecta- 
tion of the anſwer which ſhe had deſired time 
to give me, made me more eaſy the reſt ef the 
day, and I did not ſeek for an opportunity of 
being with her alone.” She. alſo ſeemed to avoid 
it ; and I obſerved that ſne was in more per- 
-plexity: than I had ever ſeen her before.. 
Wben aroſe-the next morning, one of her 
Slaves brought me a Letter, which was ſealed 
with a deal of care. Heavens | how: 
I was to read it But how dejected and ſpirit- 
leſo when I found that it robbed me even oſ all 
foundations of hope! This terrible Letta 
which Theoſa was the whole night in writing, 
would have been inſerted here entire, and. in- 
deed it would have well deſerved: it, had: nut 
ſome reaſons which follow, and which 1 ſhall 
never recollect without grief and ame, made 
me tear it in pieces with great indignation. But 
| forrow and conſternation were the firſt paſſions 
2 Theofa had made a review in it 
| of all the circumſtances of her ſtory, that is to 
| mays of her misfortunes, . her ; failings, . and any 
benefits. And reaſoning upon them with more 
ſtrength and juſtneſs than I have ever obſerved 
in the beſt Authors, ſhe concluded that it wes 
neither right for her, who had ſo many errors 
and diſorders to repair, 10. indulge A woe 


Bea #Y 
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which could ſerve only to tenew them; nor for 
me, who had been ber Tutor in virtue, to uſe 
the. juſt authority which I had. over her, and. 
even her ' inclination: to love me, to ruin the 
noble principles for which ſhe was more in- 
debted to my inſtructions than to her own in- 
quiries. She proteſted however, if ſhe hauld. 
ever be capable of forgetting the duties Which 
ſhe began to relifh. and underſtand, that I was 
the only perſon in the World who. could: make 
ber guilty of fo much weakneſs. But though 
her heart prompted her to mate this conſeſſſon, 
Leer to repeat declarations at 
teſtimonies of love; of the danger of which 
-was'fo ſenſible. Or if I could not eaſily grant 
'Her- this Hon eſence was 'fo de- 
ſtructive of my ſeared it was, ne 
deſired leave ave de ber former Roa eue of 
ſome 


—— 
that might oe bepe oach pcm poets inter- 


rupting the happineſs of her Maſter and Father, 
Denen the eaſt thoridice Ane iy ee, Wis 
that of her own peace and fatisfaQion. 
I ſuppreſs ſome other ideas which 1 ih re- 
taln of this Letter, only becauſe I ſhould de- 
pair of repreſenting them with all the ſtrength 
and beauty which they had in her manner of. 
expreſion. And as my judgment is more ma- 
tured by age at the time of my writing theſe 


Memoirs, I ought to confeſs with ſhame that I 


did not at firſt view in the moſt favourable light: 
d many vertuous and ſenſible reflections. But 
conſidering them on the contrary as the ruin of 
all my hopes, I was very ſorry that I had 5 


. weapons againſt * f 


Wa N nay bühne, Taid 1 to rt b "mavims 
which Md only hook, a cletſter? © it had iq 
do to catechiſe and preach up Virtue and chaſtity 
to a irl of ſeventeen? ba, ha, a eq 
ridiculous 9 truly or one of my ag 


rank 3nd -principles | And I am. deſervedly 2 
wiſhed for 12 esl: . 
1 it wy reaſoni onipg f 
e a, 


T carried this 
5 Tengths, and review of OY, aj wig 
u, N order to, wipe off # io ſome 


ſelf," 


don ſet. her 55 
rep in this a a al concerned 
7 oe 8 5 way of thinking for - 


11 557 chief r 
a 0% 16255 Ho Te heofa's and ome Tr Pes. 
e e of Which, AS 

15 Se in moſt „were over ſtrict 


orous, and were oy underſtood too lite- | 
8557 by. a gies wi —__ —_ thought of: them 
before, As. ſoon bs the knew enough. of 2 
language to read a French Author, T gave 


icole's 
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| '®. Eflays, becauſe, as 1.ſaw ſhe was naty 


rally inclined to think and reflect, I was willin 
to pn Ao her acquainted Wich a man Who is a 
eternal Reaſoner. She read him with en 
eagerneſs. The Logi c* of 'Meffiears de 
Royal was another Book which I thought 1 — 
to Fort and ſtrengthen her judgment, and the 
ſed it with the ſame.a 22 and plea⸗ 
gh 1 fancied" that "works Fa this kind 1— 
done more hurt than good to her lively imagina- 
tion, and that they had, in ſhort, ' her 
tafte, and turned her "head. This reflection 
= me a little eaſe, as I knew, my Library 
ing furniſhed with all ſorts, that I could eaſily 
put Books into her hands from which I'might 
expeF'quite contrary effects. I did not putpoſe 
However to give her licentious Authors, — 
beſt Romances, our Poetry, Plays, and 
ſome Books of Morality, in which the Writers 
Have made ſome grains of allowance for the 
Force 1 the paſſions and cuſtom, ſeemed to me 
bo; 2 per to reclaim T beofa from her tod 
pon Es. And this defign gave me ſb 
much Ns Bon; that I was able to compoſe 
my countenance, and to fee. her with ne tran. 
Auility. I had” ſoon an opportunity of talkin 
with her in private; and ſhowing ſome,” tho 
very little diſpleaſure at her Letter, T exprt 
more admiration, of her virtue, than regret 75 
. are and talked of her oppoſition tb 
eſires on as a motive to eme to 
due them. * ö FF. a em 
1 turned our converſation upon the progres 


which ſhe made in her ſtudies, and commend- 


* ſome new Books which I had received from 
5 LIPS $6 29S © France, 


* „ 
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France, promiſed to ſend them to her in de 
afternoon. She was far from being ſo moderate 
and calm as I affected to be. Her joy broke 
forth into tranſports. She ſeized my hand, and 
prefling it to her lips, Have I then, ſaid the, 
found my father again, my peace, my comfort, 
and all I hoped for when I delivered myſelf up 
to his generous friendſhip! Ah!] what condi- 
tion will be more happy than mine! I was 
greatly affected with this effuſion of her paſſions; 
and leaving her, without adding a word more, 


retired to my cloſet, and oned myſelf to 
my ſorrows, which ſtifled for a long while all 


my -refleCtions. MC e 85 hats 
What wonderful ſimplicity ! How ſincere 
Heavens ! how amiable ſhe is | I made a thoue 
ſand exclamations before I was able to range 
my thoughts in any order. It was, however, 
virtue herſelf which ſpoke from her lips. My 
ſcruples were the firſt motions which -aroſe in 
my mind. Shall I then ſacrifice ſo much merit 
to an i ar paſſion l My Books were beſort 
me, and I caſt my eyes upon Cleopatra, the 
Princeſs of Cleves, - and others, which I; des 
ſigned to give Theofa. But ſhall I encumber 
her fancy with a thouſand Chimeras, from which 
her underſtanding can receive no benefit AN 
ſu that they ſhould awaken ſome ſenti- 
ments of love in a heart which is naturally diſ- 
poſed to it, ſhall-I be ſatisfied, and think 

happy in owing. it to fictions and attiee ? 
know her well. She will recur to her Nicole, 
and her Art of Thinking; and I ſhall have the 
mortification to ſee the illuſion, vaniſh in k 
me than was required for its birth; y 


it 


ould 


206 mr Pair teck. 
bend tht laftings:I Muell fend but Licele bappt 


neſ in a paſſon which 1 ſhall. conſtantly aſcribe 
to-:mbtives ie Which an aſtection for me. had no 


| a 

It was by fath: refleftions as | theſe thatT in- | 
ſenſibly calmed the tempeſt in my boſom. Let 
me try, ſaid J with more — how far reaſon 
is capable to lead me. There are two diffi- 
culties in my wray, and I muſt encounter one of 
them. I muſt ſubdue my paſſion, or triumph 
over Theofa's cabins Againſt which ſhall. 
Iproclaim war? Is: it not more juſt for me to 
turn my arms againſt myſelf, and by that means 
endeavour to procure my peace, which will at 
the ſame time infure Theofa's ? She is, ſhe 
ſuys, inclined to love me; but ſhe has ſup» 
mer riſing paſſton. And what could 

pretend to from her love? If I conſult her 
Intereſt and mine, is it not better for 2 
not to paſs the bounds of friendſhip ? 
This was indeed the wiſeſt thing I could —__ 


but I flattered myſelf with having more 


power 
over · my heart and conduct than 1 really bad. If 


I immediately reſol ved to uſe no method to in- 


celine ber to return my paſſion, but perſevering 
to adore” and ſerve her, and if J impoſed. 8 
myſelf ſeverer laws than ever with regard to 
the familiarity in which L was obliged: to live 
with her, I nevertheleſs: felt the fatal ſhaft-in 
my heart; Thus was my own breaſt, the peace 

of eh is the deareſt bleſſing of life, like-to to. 
become a ſcene of eternal contention, I pre- 
ſeatly found the effects of it, and blindly ſub- 
n 15 _ any: Vamp te — 
t 95 | | 


oor Lot euoLnmNE ds) Acer 


began ito: grow: 

ſent one of my ſervants; tor mike I excuſes ti 
me: I had neglected biin ſinoe this-adcidens, 
and not being much proved at tie attamt 
of a Lover had ordered tbat cate ſhould; be 
taken of him, and that he ſhould: be ſent back 
to his father's as ſoon as he wνẽw̃ell, Ius (0 
much pleaſed: with his ſubmiſſion, thut havi 
enquired particularly concerning his health, 
went to his chamber, when I ound he cou 
not yet leave it with ſafety. He Would, i pob- 
ſible, have ſunk into the earth, ta he AH 
himſelf: from my preſence but I entouragel 
him by what I ſaid, and only deſired tin td 
acquaint me with the whole uf his views, the 
greateſt part of which I. already. This 
thing more than his viſit to/Theofa, © He un 
bled with ſurpriaeg and is oO0“UHon raiſimg fuf- 
— 'þ had never eatertained- befor 

3 


increaſed it by renewing my requeſt.· Ne en 
deavohred to riſe, aud when Thad forced Hm % 
keep his ſeat, he con jure — 
an — — who never meant to dfſen 
me. I heard him with u gteat deal of attention. 
He told me that he was always ready d | 
Theofa 'for his ſiſter, and that he ſhould be? 
deſirous than either of his brothen to give her 
this title, whenever his father ſhould chink proper 
to declare his pleaſure; but u de did not ſer 


any want of reſſ 
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indulged hünſelg in ſentiments which mige be 


more advantageous to Theofa than the difeoveny 


af her birth and ſome ſimall ſhare of Condëdis 
eſtate; that he had, in ſhort, offered to marry 


der; and though the eldeſt of his brothero wan 


entitled to inherit his father's eſtate, yet he had 
one which came to him by his mother; that 
He hoped. therefore that he was not guilty of 


pect to me, in putting off his 
return to Conſtantinople for a few. days, in order 
to have an opportunity of deelaring his ſenti- 
ments to Theofa; that he flattered him ſelf on 
the that I ſhould condeſcend to ap- 
E and that, as for the offers which 

bad made the Knight, he never propoſed 
that they ſhould be executed without my con- 
ſent. And informing me of their ſcheme of 
ſettling in the Morea, he made a merit of hav- 


ing ſincerely declared what he apprehended +I 


had heard from others. [5 BHT eee nen 
When I cooly examined his words and in- 
tentions, I thought him leſs guilty, than weak 
and imprudent, in not perceiving that he ought 
tochave fully cleareſ up his doubts concern: 
ing Theofa's birth, before + he. pretended to 
make her any propoſitions of marriage. I could 
not beſides pretend that it was any crime in 
him to attempt to rob me of a heart to which 
he knew not my pretenſions. Far therefore, 
ſrom alarming him with reproaches, I only 
ſhowed him the weakneſs and folly of his 
ſcheme: And what to be ſure he did not date 
to hope for, I promiſed to make a new attempt 
with regard to his father, in order to procurt 

ther ſatisfaction concerning en; 


fur 


4 


% 
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and: extiorted- him tb“ get well a8 faſt as he 
could; that ha might be in a condition to'gs = 
ind bring Lord C to my houſe; | affur< 
— at i the ſame time that he himſelf ſhud 
be'a witneſs of all that paſſed between us; 
This promiſe,” and the kind manner in which 
I made it, contributed more to his cure that 
all the care and ſkill of the 8 Zr 
— nothing which I did not Yeſipn 10 
but then it was not whom 

1 meant to ſerve, ub my views directed 
of * Scans have no 


to the ad 
better way of trying Condoidi, than to let 
bim think: that his ſon was going to marry 
her. I had formed this deſign before, but did 
not dare to aſk my heart what it prothiſed itſelf 
from it. After ſome days, which the impa- 
tienoe of Syneſius made him think very 10 
be came to tell me that he thought him 
ſufficiently . recovered to return to the 2 
Bring your father hither then; ſaid TI; bit 
take care not to let him —— 
reaſons which make me wiſh to ſee him. T 
came in the evening to Oru. received 
| civility, and entering im- 
pon the motives of my his 
ſo-to him: To what have * 
laid I; and if I —— you exp diſcovers 
the intentions of! Syneſtus, of what — you 
have made us guilty? He is determined i 
matry Theofa; but you will confider whether 
you ought to ſuffer him to do it. The Old 
Gentleman was at firſt greatly confounded; but 
he ſoon recovered himſelf, and thanked me for 


** the raſh inclinations of his ſon. I 
_ delign 


— - 
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veliga to marry him: ta adady, added nes wha 
— — — — — — 
* yankageas * 
3 Ladd him that it might not perhaps 
in his power to oppoſe the — — | 
ike yauthſul paſſion. He replied very coldly, 
that: ho:hod dfallitye methods of doing its and 
our -eonverſation upon other ſubjects, 
= the with Greek eluded for; upwards of an hour 
endravourerta bring him back again to 
irs: of 'Theefa. He toqk his leave of me 
8 200 — — ſon to 
| 01. 8. tr” nit 2 74 15 10 1 
Some vitae, being burpriſed. at havi 
heard nothing of Syneſuus, my eee 
me fend one of my ſervants to Conſtantinople, 
to enquire after his health. His father thanked 
me for. 2 but added: with a ſnoer, that: I 
nend · not be in any pain for the future with re- 
gard to! his ſon's marriage, ſince he had! ſont 
dim under guard into — 9enaps and 
was fure that he would not eſcupe from 
the.place:;whert he had ordered him to be con- 
fined. I had good nature enough to be ſorry 
dor this ſcverity, Tbeofa was very much con · 
cerned/at it, and the Knight (for concealed it 
ſtam no body) being more affected than one 
could well / haue imagined with the misfortune of 
his friend, formed a reſolution which he care- 
concealed from us. Under pretence of going 
a for his Bills of Exchange, be under- 
took to deliver Syneſfius ſrom his conſinement 4, 
I: * to which! his nr 
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De- F 
; poſed him, will dancing a very noble idea of 


1 70 Thos of de Arn! 
to _ new... ciforts' . 

had made to move her father: to own ber. 
was concerned, tho not beyond. meaſure, at 
my ill ſuceeſi ; and I Was. d to dear 
fay, that I was. ſo good to ber t. 50 ul 
e unt 


_ The Ph. 
ſelf. to FRA: 2 
a ho 


ſervants to carry 
den, where I ordered no 
me but my Phyſician and my 


me to obſerve, was alfa, a piece of prudence; 


for 1 ſhould never have cleared my houſe of. | 
this dreadful diſtemper, had it once been cm- 


municated to 


my Domeſtics, But a 
which ſeemed 


came into the Tent, in ſpite 22 my ſervants, 
and attended ime with the 


treaties, prayers and complaints to her re- 
dre were all to no purpole, A bed was Free for 


5 


ed-with e e to order 5 
me into a Tent. in the hay 


ta came. near | 
alet de Cham- - 


bre. This 1 2 which þ THR obliged 


| particulatly to regard Fheofs, 
was as little heeded. by her as. her fears, She 


ſolicitude and 
diligence. She was taken e 11 60 my in- 


| conſider that my weakneſs required me to keep 
| him into the Garden. I conſented. And after 


Treaſed the ſtrengt 
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her in my anti - chamber, where all the violence 
of her own diſorder did not hinder her from be- 
ne; continually antious about mine. 
What ſentiments did my heart not feet for ON 
aſter my recovery ! The Selictar, who had 
been informed 2 my illneſs, made me à friend - 
ly viſit as ſoon as he thought he might do it 
with: His heart was not yet ative The 
time be * been abſent from Oru had been 
employed in combating a paſſion from which he 
CNS Red Thee he ſhould never reap any. be- 
But he could not hear of her tenderneſs for 
me: without diſcovering ſome confuſion, and 2 
jealouſy which he had never felt before. He was 
v re during the reſt of out converſation; 
be) Ang it was Ke to take his leave, he did not 


«#1 
* 


my chamber, but deſired me to go along with 


he had taken a few ſteps, my eyes, ſaid he, in 
an tone, are opened at and I bluſh at 
their having been ſhut ſo long. It is eaſy for 
-a Frenchman, added ans with A ineer, to r. 
a "fool of a Turk. 
As J expected hive leſs than ſo rude a 
oach, nor or AR gu any thing when praif- 


ed Theofa, but to commend the natural good- 


meſs of her diſpoſition ; I own that Fd, little 


"confounded, and pauſed a while for an anſwer. 


However; whether my natural 9 hin- 
dered me from being blinded L. my reſent- 


ment, or whether the ee my body in- 
h of my mind, the reply 


"which I made the haugbty Selictar was rather 
 folid and modeſt than See The 7411 
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e 
"abated in 

e kr 5 7 of 5 What! 
TE ou not aſfuce me, at 
oi] engaged you to erve Theofa, and that y 
elt entiments for Ker büt the of friendihip? 
Ld) 40 by no 7 eve you, replied I: They 
rigs of my Akio, and Fhould 


N 


ou; prels 1 me to er myfelf, 'T* 
now in ove e 
2 able” RN you to Wwithitand tit 
res her charms, Twill however, aud en 
Ry 2 57 cbnfenton, which-6 to 
BED vu ey 
has ſince. 


ad nd pailion'for 

fruitleſs 3 This 
as Yours. * 

Fe ride than politeneſs, is 

been o sfy a man whom 1 


org and Steen | 
edi Al th ume 1 Wi 
he's EE ri e, ; Aut R 
whic 


obſerved in our cot reſponũi- 


ang, wh I received Theofaft6m Him, did not FA 
to vent. the venom of his heaft upon every eircum- 
ſtance which lo look d ſuſpicious. But having nothing . 
to eproach me with br the innocent teſtimony 


of the” gratitulle” of ks anale girl, he Som- 
I cluded 


Ne 


© 

cluded at laſt that I ſhould not ſo im dendy 
have boaſted of it, had I been indebted for it to 
love. This thought, tho' it did not reſtore his 

peace and ſerenity, ſilenced his black ſuſpicions, 
And diſpoſed him to take his leave without any 
marks of hatred or anger. You cannot forget, 
added he as he was going away, that I offered 
to ſacrifice my paſſion to you, when I thought 
that my friendſhip obliged me to do it; and we 
{hall fee whether I have e underſtood the 

er 


principles on which you act, and what is the 
boaſted difference between ah ger) e 
He quitted me without giving me time to reply. 
+ This adventure made me again conſider what 
reproaches I merited with regard to friendſhip et 
love. The only caſe in which 1 Eb ch could 
deſerye thoſe of the Selictar, would have been 
that of a ſucceſsful amour, which might have 
made him apprehend, that my concurrence had 
hindered his ſucceſs. But never ſince the birth 
of my paſſion for 'Theofa, had I even ſo mu 

as once thought of ſupplanting a Rival. She 
Herſelf had * that ſhe had no incli- 
nation for him; and the crime with which he 
charged me, was the very thing of which 1 was 
entirely innocent. Beſides, 'f bad myſelf Þ 
much reaſon to complain of my fate, that being 
therefore perhaps leſs affected by that of another, 
1 eiche to laugh at his unesſineſs to both my 
own. In this dipofition I returned to Theofa, 
and aſked. her with a ſmile what ſhe thought of 
the Selictar, who accuſed her of loving me, an 
_ imputed to me as a crime a happineſs Which J 
was fo far from enjoying. Maria Rezati, whoſe 
Kriendſhip for her daily encrealed, had got bo. 
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| cient ht oncerning our to percelre 
of, WI a 3 my ſentime ts . e were. Av 


was never out of Her company, fhe had ad- 
dreſs N to engage her bo] make diſcoveries; 
which, ſoo gave her a good deal of influence. 
She told Tos that ſhe was 'not ſufficiently 
wk 15 bleſſings which ſhe flighited, and 
e of her merit would have it in her 
177 to draw” very great advantages from "lg 
. 4 paſh n as mine ; at laſt, endeavouring to 
101 one pes, the bid het remember that 1 Was 
not m a; that nothing was fo common in 
Chriſtian countries, as to ſee 2 Woman ad 
vanced to "the higheſt” ſtations by "that means ; 
Ba 4 prejudice in her NG 1075 mak 
upon her paſt e 0 


= and injuries of fortune, and Ne Fry my 

ns to the conduct which the had "ſince 
EIN, and at ſuch a diſtance from all my 
Aaron,” "that ſhould aſk advice of my own 
eart only. She repeated the ſame things 2 
ken times, and being a little vexed at their 
"heard with indifference, ſhe proteſted 
& would without Theofa's leave, and merely 


0 al 71 zeal to ſerve her, apply to me, in order 


en to incline me to make her friend hap- 
in vain oppoſed this motion with 

he ſtrong eft reaſons and intreaties ; her oppo- 
fition * Was poke upon as weaknefs or fear. 


k Nothin was equal to her perplexity and con- 
u 


ſion. ' Her, thoughts were far from aſpiring to 
tiches and honours and ſhe dreaded” the opinion 
which I might form of her vanity and pelle 
After ſhe had in vain renewed her endeavours 


0 forewary - me-of a 6 from which 


I 2 the 


to change her friend's reſolution, ſhe endeavourd 
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a Caloger, who was the Head A 

About two miles from Oru, With who Ihe had 


mY 
2 16k "which he 


ed 


contradted ſome acquaintance.” Having. Very 


Feadily undertook to execute ker comm Hhon, he 

118 Are me of it in a very humorous  trjanner ; 
10 pretending "that it "pre greatly " exfereafe led che zd 
Bard whic he 2 cad re of 3 ctraordi- 
nary Arz Be Aked mite if re 
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5 "Sch nclines a modeſt Calbp er to vn 


Eecleſiaſtical Dignities. ſmile thi compa- 
Tiſon. And as I gs more EXPET der Pen an he of 
Would 


art and vanity 8 have fuf- 
e any body bür T0. and have looked 
pon this appearance A 8 1 contriy'd 


Plot to found m y intentivns. Bur W would 


have been the 228 At o my am 
Ward. She had no occalion, id Th to the Ca- 
Yoger, to give herlelf To miich trouble to prev * 
1 y having an ill opinion of Ber; "and" pra 

der, >. -wiky 8 


"was the 
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eſteem and Vale | have fry Rer. ; This Wa 
only anſwer which ſuited with imy. tation, but It 
was far from expreling the fel. . of 


my heart. aving diſcontinued m evening "Walks 


with T heofa in my Garden, ani "the vil hre! 


uſed to make her in 7 7 dyn 
vas forced as it were to rs EG in or 
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uſe of it in all that time. One would think he 
revered even the duſt with which it-was'cover- 
ed, But caſting my eyes at the ſame time on 
the Books which were near it, I perceived that 
they were in the ſame condition. This obſerv- 
ation put a whimſical thought into my head; 
which was, to meaſure the depth of the duſt 
which” was upon the Books and the chair; and 
finding it nearly equal, I offered to lay the Ca- 
loger a wager, that the chair had not been 


more uſeleſs than the Books for the time he men. 


tioned.” He did not well underſtand what I 
meant, tho' he had obſerved the operation 
with the profoundeft attention. He was ſur- 
priſed however at my great knowledge, and 
thought I had a wonderful talent at finding out 
the trun. e a ee 
He had been married three times, tho' the 
Canons of the Greek Church forbid Ecele- 
ſiaſtics to marry more than once. The rea- 
ſon of his obtaining this diſpenſation, was his 
not having Children by his two firſt Wiſes; 
for he pretended, as the propagation of Society: 
was one of the Ends of Marriage, that he ought, 
as ſoon as one Wife died, to be allowed to take 
another, that he might perfectly fulfil ſo lauda- 
ble a deſign. The Greek Council ſubmitted 


to ſo ſtrange a way of reaſoning; and the Ca- 


loger, who had communicated no more fertility 
to his third wife than to his former two, was 
ſorry that he had not ſooner found out his un- 
fitneſs for matrimohy, or better performed the 
duties of it. Such is the ignorance of the Heads 
of a very numerous Church, tho' it is much 
tos” fo than they ſuppoſe it to be. There is ſo 
. 33 grea 
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2 difference in their opinions, that t 
have: nothing which is common to them 


bur the name of Chriſtians, and.chrir obſtinacy. 


in mutually-fi 


g their errors. N 
Maria Nezati did not forget the promi - which 
ſhe had made Theofa; and as I was appriz- 
ed of it, I had a good deal of pleaſure in ob- 
ſerving the ſeveral ſteps of an artſul woman 
towards the mark ſhe aims at. But being wea- 
ry of an artifice which I ſaw thro',. and taking 
the ity of this accident to let T 
know what I never — enough * — 
her myſelf, I intreated er to ys fully 
vinced as 3 th * on — 9 
always the ſame. on told me that I 
ought to ſtop there, wy I did not know 1 
that I had to apprehend from my weakneſs. 


It was about ſix weeks ſince the departure of 


the Sicilian Knight, when Maria Rezati receiv/d; 
a Letter from him, in which he informed her 
that his friendſhip for Syneſius had made him 
triumph over a thouſand difficulties, and that the. 
young Greek, who thought that he had nothing 
more to apprehend from his father, was very 
willing to grant them a retreat on one part of the 


—_ which had been left him by his mother. 


He added, that they depended on her to perſuade / 
Theofa to come and ſettle with them, and that 


Syneſius was reſolved, if ſhe had not already 


conſented to accept of their offers, to return to 
Conſtantinople, to engage her to do it. They 
did not ſeem to —— themſelves in the ar 4 
about my conſent, and I had the ſatisfaction to 
think- — they judged very favourably of my 
familiarity with Theofa, ſince they believed me 
I 4 capable 
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ſhovels of their late enterpries- te un 


he might make to recover his liberty. 


i den 


11 1 . 
qpablo- bie ot parting; with: ber with £: much in- 
Put they too care not:toidiſcover 

alb their; int their Letter; for” thepi were 
determined, if they: met; with any: . — 
om Theoſs ov „ prot meehods of an 
and! violenee to(getter quit my: hands: 
oe poorer — by 


e 


gy g by: the order” of 
father in an old: Caſtle, knew not how 
his impriſonment was to laſt, and ſam no 
bability- of fucceeding in any attempts. 


. 


IS 


” 


Guards, who were only. a few Domaſtica, mi 
euſily have been. bribed, 1 
cireumſtances to do. it; but havin ven. hate 
ſha» which I lent him to deftay: 

— he had no ua — E og 
y, but force on - His/ 
ies thee Greak'and 'Furkith languages. but very 
ly, was. another objection which I never 
55 how he ſunmounted. He would 

have been leſs ventureſome, had he been ſen- 


0 


Z 


* al 


Ki 


ible of the difficulties of his- enterpriae; for 


they who ſucceed in raſh attempts, generally owe 
their victory to their ignorance of their danger. 
He arrived all alone at Acade, and tock al 
near Condoidi's Caſtle. His care for ſome 
was to examine its ſtrength, and to ſatisſy — 
fol in what part of it Syneſius Was 93 
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ton, wer Dot 


tiollgs in his 5 
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did nel care 95 222 25 congrary to the 
will 8 1850 erefore " 
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t en 
the Domettics of * the C = privacy con ; 


Vexing a {word d to Syne 105 in a viſit Which he 


made him in his priſon, aſſiſted im with ſo 
dere Yea and feuer that the ſervants, 


though, drawn to gane by this up- 
N to . eir fi ht. They 


were ſo unprudent as to publiſh this 222 them- 
15 ſelves, 
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ſelyes, without conſidering that they were Table 
to be puniſhed, as well for the pretended viſions , 
of Syneſius, as for their having made uſe of force; 5, 
two things which are ſeldom. pardoned amo 
the Turks. But the Governor being ink 70 
of the cauſe of the impriſonment of che young 
Greek, thought the rigor of his father 3 
and was calyy prevailed on to wink at a fault 
which was the effect of friendſhi 
It was juſt aſter this victor ae the Knigb 
had written to Maria Rezati. And he ad 
to what I have related before, that Syneſius wy 
wy were then ſetting out together for Raguſa, that 
expected Theofa's anſwer at their return, 
ko mg that they ſhould take their meaſures accord- 


E All "the terms of this Letter were ſo 


guarded, that Maria made no difficulty of com- 
municating it to us. This frankneſs convinced. 
me that I could not reproach her with meanin 
any harm, She had before. unboſomed herſelf 
to T heofa, or rather, had ſounded her inclina- 
tions at the birth of their deſign; and finding 
that ſhe liked none but Chriſtian Countries, had 
given up all hopes, as ſoon as ſhe heard of the 
confinement of Syneſius. But this Letter a 
little revived them ; and as ſhe had been a con- 
ſtant witneſs of my behaviour to Theofa, and 
ſuppoſed that I ſhould leave her to follow her 
own inclination, ſhe was far from thinking that 
the ſhould diſpleaſe, or afflit me, by ſhewing 
me the Knight's Epiſtle. 

Paſſion getting the better of the natural calm- 
neſs of my temper, I heard this affair with more, 
reſentment than I ought to have ſhow'd to 4 
woman. I treated went deſign as à ſchemè of 

. ſcandalous 
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Hearing at 2 VI would fail in 2 few days 
for Lepanto, I deſired the Captain to take charge 
of a Lady whoſe affairs called her to the Morea, 


Had been for a long white before; 'and 


at Oru ſince my iltneſs, and when was obu 
to fee him in my frequent journies to 
tinople, I found no remains of the 
warmth with which be uſed to viſit and load 
me with all kind of civilities : 1 did not, how- 

ever, change my conduct with regard to him. 
But "after de had treated me ſor ſome weeks 


| ſer obſtinately perde yerkifts in denying; ans. —— 
h made me 3 little eff.; but 
e counfels of Maria Rezati ſhould make a 
88 to find 

her to her Lover. 


and ſent one of my own fervants to wait on hex 
thither. We parted with an air of ſo much 
conſtraint and reſerve, that I faw I could have 


no dependance on the friendſhip of Maria Re- 
zati for the future. Theofa having ſcen many 


inſtances of her i ence, was grown cool 
in her affection for her, and very regretted 
her departure. Neither of us — expected 
an marks of her reſentment. | 


was more eafy after fe was gone thn 
though 


F reſolved not to alter my conduct with 
to Theofa as long as 1 lived, yet the ſole 3 
ſure of enjoying more freedom with der ſupplied 

the place of alf | thoſe which I no longer dared 


to hope from love. The Selictar ſeemed to 
have renounced his 


retenſions, which had at 


laft coſt me his friendfhip : For he had not been 


with this coldneſs, he was at my ſeem- 


ing iuſenſible of it, and 1 Was told at be 
n comp 


al of my 
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10 ſtroggled againſt, I was attacked by a 


rhouſand tormenting ſcruples which I could not 


- 
- 


— = 


ſatisfy. You have taught me too much deli- 
eacy. Your converſation and maxims have 
transformed me into a perfect Frenchman. I. 
could not prevail on myſelf to conſtrain a wo- 


man whoſe heart I thought was another's. What 
have I not endured ! But, if you are ſincere in 


what you have told me, I reſume my reſolu- 
tions. You know our cuſtoms. I will make 


Theofa my wife, with alli the privileges and 


diſtinctions to which the name intitles ber. 
Nothing ever ſtartled and terrified me ſo 


much as this declaration. My honour, which I 
hat juſt engaged; myunhappy paſſion, which I 
could not get rid off, and a thouſand cutting 


thoughts which ſtung my heart and mind, made 


me in a moment feel more bitterneſs and an- 


gui than I had ever in my whole life been 


enſible of before. Ah! you diſcover, cried he, 


what I would not willingly, believe. This was 
ſaying that he queſtioned my integrity. No, 


replied I, your oüght not to affront me by your. 


ſuſpicions, * But as I know your laws and cuſ- 
toms, ſhould I not remind, 'or inform you, that 


Theofa is a Chriſtian? How was it poſſible 


for her father to forget it? I confeſs, though 
ſhe has been educated in their · cuſtoms, that I 


never was curious enough to aſk ſince her being 


with me what her thoughts were with +, to 


Religion; but ſhe correſponds with a Calager 
who viſits her very often, and though I never 
faw her practiſe religious ceremonies of any. 
kind, I believe that a regard for the principles 


of her parents and thoſe of her Country, baue 


biaſſed 


— 
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As 6 he e e TE 
11 70 being ſtruck wi this reflection, anſwered, . 
hat Conde himſelf heyed her to be a Muſ- n 
ſulman, And he added feveral other reaſons for 4 N 
ſuppoſing that ſhe would, like maſt other women 
in e bf, ally, e e $ 
might be her own Religion, to profeſs that of ip 
her Huſband. |, I had recovered myſelf a little; 
and perceiving that objections ought not to be 
ſtarted by me, 1 told him that it was to no pur- 
poſe to raiſe difficulties concerning an affair 
which he might clear up in the firſt viſit which 
he ſnould make to Theofa. I bad two views 
in this anſwer; one was to avoid his charging | 


me with this commiſſion, and the other to ter- 


1 


, * ” 


minate as ſoon as poſſible a new uneaſineſs, 
which doubts and delays would make more in- 
een Pi ton 

how zh I hitherto flattered myſelf that Theofa 


© 3 
A1 


was in love with me, yet ſuppoſing her to be 
blinded by the honour of becoming one of the 
firſt women of the Ottoman Empire, I was, I 

thought, contented to ſacrifice my peace and 


ſatisfaction to hers, I might indeed have looEd 


upon the Selictar's happineſs with an enyious. 
eye, but ſhould not have interrupted it, What- 


ever uneaſineſs it might have colt me; nay, I. 
ſhould, probably have contributed to the ad- 
vancement of the only woman in the world 
whom I loved. However, after I had taken 
leave of the Selictar, who promiſed to viſit me 
in the evening at Oru, the moſt urgent buſineſs 
I had was, I thought, to return thither. I mad: 
uſe of no artifice to diſcover by degrees how.” 
Theofa would take this matter. My heart 
9 17 wanted 
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wanted to be ſatisſiad immedi 
preſently know, ſaid I, the nd ich Tine 
for you; e ee 
offer of marria * 
ſing, that 1. 
contribute to your _ this 
propoſal with 0 much coldneſs, that Tabel. 
ately gueſſed at her anſtyer. 15 are ſo ag 
ſaid ſhe, from making me 
me wretched by an ene 8 


without grea e oi 
ſaid * of 


fuch an perſons v roy 87 
een have not furely fo much friendſhi 
as F imagined; or I have row TE my 
oy * Fu of my Cato 
great med with ſo obliging A 
r Sad ne too ſenſible of its ſeeming to 
fm my — I inſiſted on the Seliftar's, 4 
— 28 of making her re- 
— "what with fo much joy andad- 
miration. Bur do you remember, ſaid I, that 
the Seliftar is one bf the” en Fords of the 
Empire, that his riches are immenſe; that the 
offer which you hear with indifference would 
de de Joy fully ac cepted by any woman in the world, 
and that it is to oh ag he that ſiſters and daugh- 
ters of ores Seignior are daily given? In 
Ht, do ”_ ou confider that he has long adored 
You, that be eſteems as well as loves you, and 
that he deſigns to treat you otherwiſe than the 
Turks generally do their wives? I think of 


none of theſe things, ſaid ſhe, becauſe I want 
and deſire nothing but to live peaceably under 
Ir protection. After the promiſes m_— I 
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if, Lhad, bike che matter, to. GY 10 
not: help telling him that L had given, Her. dme 
Rae, which. had not been n fa-. 
vourably. as he ſeemed. ta wish, Hut. pore 
haps added I, may: Sf Wax, 


bea mare ſugcel 
cate, and IL would not adviſe, you, to delay Y 
ſuit. There was a malicious joy in this co 
| Llonged.to, fee an end of his importunities,,, by 
a refuſal. whigh- would N im. of 4 ao 
er 
my 5 

ſatisfaction which 1 had hitherto l fram 
my paſlion, and I never indulged, it with, RHeaE,r 
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committed an extravagant action, but you muſt 
n that her folly furpaſſes mine. His rage con- 
tinued even in his chariot, and I .faw' him lift 
up his hands, and clap them together with à 
vehemence which was, I thought, as much 
owing to ſhame as to grief and amazement. 
Notwithſtanding what I have faid, I was forced 
to pity him, or at leaſt to wiſh that ſo ſtinging” 
a repulſe might prove the means of his cure. 
But 1 ſhould not perhaps have ſpared him fo 
much compaſſion, had I foreſeen the evils which 
hung over my own head, and that his diſgrace 
would chagrin and mortify me. As ſoon as he 
was gone I returned to Theofa's apartment, and” 
found her highly ſatisfied with his departure. 
The natural chearfulneſs and vivacity of her 
temper inſpired her with many agreeable re- 
flections on the fortune ſhe had refuſed”; wow | 
T could not comprehend the principles of a wo® 
man who ſo heartily deſpiſed the things for 
which the generality of mankind have the higheſt 
eſteem, I intreated her, after J had heard her 
for ſome time, to inform me what ſhe aimed at 
by a conduct and ſentiments which daily raiſed 
my admiration. One has always, ſaid I, looking: 
upon her with a very penſive air, ſome end in 
view; and the more raiſed and noble it is, the 
more extraordinary muſt the ways be by which 
we endeavour to arrive at it. I have a very 
high opinion of yours, but cannot however diſ- 
coves what it is. You muſt ſurely have a great 
confidence in me; why then have you thus 
long concealed your intentions? Why do not 
you grant at leaſt to friendſhip, what 1 dare not 
alk” from other motives? I ſpoke with ſuffi- 
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cient ſeriouſneſs,” to convince her that this que-- ' 
{tion did not proceed from curioſity only; and. 9 
how faithful ſoever I had been in the teme = 
of all my promiſes, ſhe had penetration enough 
continually to perceive that my heart was far 
from being more eaſy. She proteſted with the 
ſame gay and ſprightly air with which ſhe had 
been ſpeaking of the Selictar's retreat, that her 
only end was that which ſhe had declared a 
thouſand times already, and that ſhe was greatly 
ſurpriaed at my forgetting it. Your friendſhip. 
and Rai protection, ſaid ſhe, have raiſed 
me above the wretchedneſs of my paſt life ; but 
regret. and all my endeayours will never repair. 
its irregularities. I am indifferent with regard 
to every thing which does not tend to make me 
wiſer, becauſe I think that nothing is good and 
| args; but wiſdom, and am daily more and 
convinced that it is the only thing which I. 


Buch anſwers as theſe would have made me 
apprehenſive that reading and ſtudy had turned 
her head, had I not obſerved a wonderful even- 
neſs in her temper, a conſtant moderation in all 
her deſires, and even the ſame allurement in her 
converſation and behaviour. I ſhould here be- 
gin to bluſh for my weakneſs, had I not given 
my Readers ſuch an idea of its fair Author, as 
muſt, I perſuade myſelf, diſpoſe them to excuſe. 
it, I could not reflect on ſo many wonder- 
ful eircumſtances, without being more ſenſible 
than ever of all the paſſions which I had, as it 
were, kept in awe, and checked, for ſome, 
months paſt, out of regard to my promiſes. "The 
offers of ſuch a man as the Selictar, and the 
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whe me leſs obſexvant of deceney than a. Turk. 
But this waz not the only thing isch alarmed 


me. I conſidered that it was geceſſary to de- 
my intentions to Condoidi, in order to 
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engage him to do ſor me what he had offered 
the Selictar, and that it would be very. irkſome 
and mortifying to have my happineſs depend on 
the caprice of a man hom I had 8 55 
ſo little ceremony. What a fine caſt I ſhou'd 


in, if he ſhould leaſe himſelf with the thought 
of fevenging "me the importunities with 
which T had tejzed him in "favour of his dau gh | 


ter, and the vexation which his ſon had 8 
him, of which he ſuſpected me to be the Suſe? 
But will the Reader believe that it was avon 
for me to determine, after ſo juſt a reproach, 
and long p- about the methods of re- 
trieving my errbrs, to go batk to Theofa, A 
imnieſ{acl execiite a deſign which I had Tuch 
ſtrong ' reaſons for ſuſpending? I will not pre- 
tend to boaſt" of the arguments which” made nit 
reſume: this reſolution; being perſuaded | that 
one will think that they were dictated b 
love rather than prudence. I thought howe 
that obſtacles," Which 1 did not deſpa ür of ſur- 
mounting, ought not to retard 4 geehpatieh 
which would convince Theofa of all the 'at+ 
dor of my paſſion,” and diſpoſe her to favour, | 
at leaſt with des wiſhes, my deſign with 
to her father. And 1 p propoſed to el her 12 
mne might depend upon having both an Huf- 
band and a Father in the fame day. Should 1 
not bluſh to own that I thought ſhe would de 
influenced by. my deſigns in her favour, to 0 
turn my paſſion, and, ſooner or later, 
me, without any coridi itions, what ſhe 
was willing at any price to merit. 1 Te 
ſeveral other refle&ions, but my ideas were f 
"Og very clear. I returned "op he apart- 
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ment, and prevented her aſking any queſtions 
concerning my confuſion, by deginning to Cx» 

lain my deſigns ;_ and having deſired her to 
car me without interruption, I did not con- 
clude before I had given her a very particular 
account of my ſentiments. . , 
The violence of my paſſion, which | hurried 
me on to this ſtrange declaration, did not only 
continue, but even encreaſed, while I was making 
it; and the preſence of ſo. beloved an object 
making deeper impreſſions than all, my reflec- 
tions, there was nothing equal to the ſtrength 
of my love and deſires, But a glance which I 
caſt on Theofa, threw me into a thouſand times 
greater diſorder than that which 1 felt when I left 
her apartment an hour before. Inftead of the ſigns 
of gratitude and joy, which I expected to ſee in 
her face, I perceived the marks of the deepeſt 
ſadneſs and dejection. She. ſeemed thoroughly 
affected with what ſhe had heard, but I tdo 
plainly ſaw that it was not tranſports of admiration 
and love, but ſurprize and fear, which rendered 
her ſpeechleſs. At laſt, when I was going o 
expreſs my uneaſineſs at ſeeing ber in this tity- 
ation, ſhe threw herſelf on her knees, and ſhed 
@' torrent of tears, which deprived her for 
ſome 1 uſe of yes oof in ſuch 
ati Agony mon, that not - ſtrength. to 
ig She continued in this pa 


conſtrained me to hear what pierced my very 
ſoul. I ſhall not repeat the hard and injurious 
things which the remembrance of her infamy, 
_ a ſubject which ſhe never forgot, induced her 
co lay of herſelf; but after ſhe had repreſented 
herſelf in the moſt odious colours, ſhe conjured 
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me to Jook on the PiQure, and no Ta r ſuffet 
myſelf to be blinded by an unw Ee 
She reminded me of what I owed to birth, 
to my rank, to hondur and 'reaſdn, of which | 

TE ad given her the firſt ideas, and ſo bap- 
pily tiber "tie maxims. She accuſed for- 


e ug her compleatly wretched, by 


king her the” Grads of not only ruining the 
. ee and father, but all alſo of 


1 wy has 
Was, ſhe 


threats, 3 


und mine, if 1 22 86 000 
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Heaven to give me ſuitable — the 


is Anterminoo quem uſe who 
IS and tu bfe ty, the . 
"the bleſſings for which ſhe owned 'herfelf in- 


-Uebted to me, to Ny for ever ſrom my ſight. 


© —Uter this cruel proteſtatzon, ſhe quiitied the 
poſture the was in; and intreating me, in a 


eulnier tone, to. pardon ſome di words, 
Which the violente of her grief had - extorted 


bfröm ker, "defited leave to retire to her gloſet, 
to cone el her confuſion, and a little recover her 
ſtreugth and ſpirits; repeat 
time, her reſolution of forſaking my houſe for 
ver, Whenever ſhe returned from thenee, unleſs 


ie had che pleaſüre of finding me ſuch 4s her 


Ceres require me 10 be. 
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ing, at the. ſame 


I had 
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I had not power to make the leaſt attempt to 
prevent her retreat. My voice, my reaſon, all 


my faculties loſt their uſe, through an exceſs of 
amazement and confuſion, My tortures ſeemed 


inſupportable ; and had ſome dreadful abyſs been 
open before me, I ſhould ſurely have plunged 
headlong down it. In this condition I remained 
for ſome” time, without being able to ſtir from 
the place where I was. The firſt Domeſtic 1 
met, being terrified at the ſtrange alteration of 
my countenance, ſpread the alarm all over the 

houſe, and drew the reſt of my ſervants together, 
who, .in a great fright, offered me ſuch things 

as they thought neceſſary for the recovery of my 
| health, Theofa herſelf, forgetting the reſolu- 
tion which ſhe had made of not coming out of 

her cloſet, flew to my relief in great conſterna- 
tion. But her ' preſence redoubling my pains, 

I pretended not to obſerve her; and aſſuring my 
{crvants that they were alarmed without cauſe, 
made all the haſte 1 could to lock myſelf up in 
Do EE of ler Bins ts wn 
I paſt more than two hours alone in the bit 
tereſt reflections, and moſt violent agonies, but 
they brought me at length to the point from 

which I had ſtrayed. I was convinced that the 
heart of Theofa was impregnable, and that her 
virtues, whether natural, or acquired by ſtudy” 
and meditation, ought io be propoſed as a pat- 
tern for her own ſex and ours. This reflection 
quickly diſperſed the remains of my confuſion ; 

and being willing to make a merit of entering 

ſo readily into her views, I went to her cloſet, 
declared myſelf vanquiſhed by her example, and 
promiſed to confine wn as long as ſhe pleaſed © 
4.44 ; to 
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to the title of the moſt faithful and warmeſt of 
her friends. My heart however ſtruggled againſt 
this promiſe, and her preſence was the ſtrongeſt 
s tion to make me retract what I conclud d 
a moment beſore to be juſt and neceſſury. If 
what is related in the 3 of theſe Memoirs 
ſhould not anſwer the noble proofs which ſhe 
has hitherto given of her virtue, will not my 
Readers queſtton my evidence, and ſuſpect. me 
to be blinded by jealouſy, rather than ſuppoſe 
one ſo well grounded in the principles of virtue, 
to do any thing to blemiſh a character, which 
bas hitherto appeared ſo amiable and wonder- 
faul? Whatever they may think of the matter, 
'F aſk the queſtion. only to have an opportunity 

to tell them, that I ſhall be as ſincere in my 
_ doubts and ſuſpicions, as I have been in my 
encomiums; and that I ſhalt fairly relate mat- 
ks fact, and leave every one to judge as he 

But the new treaty "Which I had made with 
Theofa was followed by a long calm, in which 
I had the pleaſure of ſeeing her practice all her 
virtues. The Guide whom 1 had ſent with 
Maria Rezati was returned, and this inconſtant 
Sicilian had ill anfwered our expectation, or 
that of her Lover. The Captain of the Ship 
in which ſhe embarked for the Morea, fell vio- 
lently in love with her, and prevailed on her to 
acquaint him with her adventures and deſigns. 
By repreſenting in lively colours the abſurdity 
of her ſcheme of ſettling with. the Knight in the 
| Morea, and the inconveniencies to which ſhe 

would thereby jnfallibly expoſe herſelf for the 
reſt of her life, he at laſt perſuaded her to - 

J. turn 
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turn to Sicily, where he doubted not but ſhe 
would eaſily find means of being recuneiled to 
her Relations. He flattered hin 


indulged in all wales of it before his ar- 
rival at Meſſina. He immediately made appli- 
cation to the father, who thought himſelf happy 
in finding a child to inherit his eſtate; and 
making it appear that he was an Italian, of a 
good family, obtained Rezati's leave to marry 
his daughter before her return was -publickly 
known; and this indeed was the moſt li 
method to conceal her ſhame. She 
Guide which I had feat along with her 
father's, with a view, no doubt, 
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Knight arrived there the evening before, and 
that the news which Theofa had told him con- 
cerning his Miſtreſs, had thrown him into a 
deſpair, of which they the canle- 
quences. He deſired me to excuſe the liberty 


ne had taken of going to mp GO 
Dive him leave to — w days. _ 
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him word that he was very welcome, and went 
to ſee him, as ſoon * — diſpatched my 
buſineſs, in order to hear what he deſigned to 
do. I found him in all the perturbation in 
which he was repreſented to be. He even accuſed 
me of being the author of his misfortunes, - by 
ſuffering his Miſtreſs to depart, without inform- 
ing him of it; but I could eaſily pardon the 
reproaches which grief extorted from a Lover, 
The conſolation and advice which I gave him, 
brought him, however, in a few days, to a 
juſter way of thinking. I made him confeſs 
that this ſtep of his Miſtreſs was the happieſt 
ſhe could have taken both for himſelf and her, 
and inclined him to accept of my mediation to 
reconcile himſelf to his Family and Order. 
. Having in ſome meaſure recovered his peace 
and ſerenity of mind, he acquainted us with all 
the particulars of his adventure with Syneſius, of 
which his Letter had informed us only of the 
principal circumſtances. They went together 
to Raguſa, and finding no difficulties with re- 
gard to the payment of the Bills of Exchange, 
had made preparations for executing the ſcheme 
of their intended Settlement in the Morea. He 
confeſſed, though with ſome reluctance, that 
- Synefius alſo was returned to Conſtantinople. 
Being informed by Maria Rezati's Letter, which 
they found at their return from Raguſa, that 
Theofa rejected their propoſal, they were come 
in hopes of perſuading her to approve it; and 
the Knight, retaining a gratefu} ſenſe of my 
civilities, own'd that Syneſius deſigned to make 
uſe of force, in caſe gentle methods ſhould prove 


unſuccefsiul. I betray my friend, ſaid he, but 
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am perſuaded that you will not make uſe of my 
confidence to my prejudice; and I ſhould in- 
deed have been inexcuſeable in concealing his 
deſign, ſince it. would then have been impoſſible 
for you to have prevented it. He added, that 
if he engaged to aſſiſt Syneſius, it was in expec- 
tation of finding his Miſtreſs at my houſe, and 
of returning with her into the Morea, and 
thro' a deſire which he had of giving her ſo 
agreeable a Companion as Theofa, who would, 
he thought, ſoon be charmed with their com- 
pany, and find more pleaſure at Acade than ſhe 
imagined, And not being ignorant of my en- 
deavours to engage Condoidi to own her, he 
perſuaded himſelf that I ſhould not be offended 


at their forcing her, as it were, into a family to 


which I was fo deſirous of ſeeing her reſtored. 
But the ſcheme of their Settlement being intirely 
diſconcerted by the departure of Maria Rezati, 
he adviſed me of Syneſius's views, which could 


not now, he thought, be ſo ſafe and advan- 


tageous to T heofa. pits 3. o 
She was not preſent at this diſcovery, and I 
deſired him not to acquaint her with it. As I 


was adviſed of Syneſius's deſign, I could eaſily 


fruſtrate it; and I concluded beſides, as he had 
loſt the Knight's aſſiſtance, that he would hardly 
have courage enough to attempt to execute it. 
I deſired however to be informed of the means 
which they deſigned to uſe. I had but few ſer- 
vants at Oru, and they propoſed to fix upon a 
day when I ſhould be in the City. As they 
were both perfectly acquainted with my houſe, 
they flattered themſelves that they ſhould eaſily 


get admittance, and be able to perſuade my 
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Nefieftics, as Maria Rezati would readily /join 
with them, that Theoka hows. the feerned 
unw to was away by my di- 
Ann 
event of ſo raſh an undertaking; but I delivered 
myſelf from all kind of apprehenſion about it, 
by ſending Syneſius word that I knew of his de- 
ſign, and that he ſhould be puniſhed if he did not 
lay it aſide, with much greater ſeverity than he 
had been by his father, The Knight, who conti- 
naed to love him, contributed all he could to 
perſuade him to abandon his ſcheme. He could 
not however cure him of a paſſion which made 


him guilty of ſeveral other cies,” _ 
How lntle are men to be ed upon 
This very Knight, who was, nt, re- 


claimed from his errors, and who conti- 
nued, all the time he was with me, to merit my 
and eſteem, felf, at his return to Sicily, 
into much leſs excufable diforders than thoſe 
he had forfaken. My recommendations to the 
Grand Maſter of Were and the Viceroy of 
procu im a kinder reception than 
* have expected; and he appeared pub- 
Tickly again in his own Country, where his 
flight * Jooked only as an error of 
N But eee r of frtng 
weak enough to an opportunit of ſeein 
his Mite { : 
Their flames broke ont again with equal vi- 
olence. It was hardly four months ſince his de- 
parture, when Theofa ſhowed me a Letter 
which ſhe received from Conftantinople, in 
which he informed her, after much circumlo- 


eution, and many expreſſions of 9 
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ſear, that he and his Miftzels, not being able 
to live aſunder, were returned thither, and had 
renounced their Country for, ever, He owned” 
the exceſs of his folly, but though he made the 
violence of i « gallons which, he could not ſub- 
due, an excuſe. ſor it, yet he was. ſenſible, he 
ſaid, that decency did not permit him to- wait 
upon me without my leave, and he intreated 
Theoſa to revive my kindneſs for him. 
I did not hefitate a minute. about what an - 
ſwer I ſhould make them. This caſe was ſa 
different from. the firſt, and I was ſo little in- 
clined to entertain a man who had violated a 
thouſand duties in this new rape, that I dictated 
Theofa's Letter myſelf, and plainly. told the 
Knight and his Miſtrefs, that they were not to 
expect the leaſt favour or protection from me. 
But their deſign in coming to, Conſtantinople, 
was to. viſit and prevail on Syneſius to reſume 
his former ſcheme, and the ſucceſs of it did 
not at all depend upon me. As they were very 
deſirous however of Theofa's company, and as 
the friendſhip in which they had lived with her 
made them imagine that the would be glad tg 
$9 along with them, they rightly concluded 
anſwer was dictated. by me; and were lo 

far from looking upon it as a denial, that they 
went both of them to Oru, as ſoon as they were 
aſſured of my being in the City, Theofa w. 
greatly ſurprized at their vigt, and told th 
plainly, as ſhe knew my inclination, that ſhe 
had not aſked her own heart whether it deſired 
to ſee them or not. She intreated them there- 
fore to retire, and not to make her run the riſk 
of diſpleaſing me; but they inſiſted fo ftrenuy 
ME dans 7 ".. ͤ een 
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ouſly. on her giving them liberty to acquaint her 
with their defign, that ſhe was iorced, whether 
ſhe would or not, to be ſo complaiſant as to 
hear their propoſal. | | 0 
Their ſcheme was laid, and the Knight's 
Letter to open a way to my houſe, was only 
the effect of a ſcruple of honour with regard to 
their new enterprize. Though I had never 
told him my thoughts of their deſign of ſettling 
in the Morea, and had been ſtill farther from 
diſcovering how far I was concerned in their 
endeavours to engage Theofa in it; yet he ſup- 
poſed that I ſhould not have treated her with fo 
much reſpect and diſtinction, if I had not been 
fond of her company; and that he could not 
ſeduce, or carry her away by force, without 
offending me, He wiſhed therefore to make 
me approve of a deſign which was ſo agreeable 
to his Friend and his Miſtreſs; and did not 
deſpair of doing it, though 1 had refuſed to ſee 
him, provided he could obtain Theofa's conſent. 
To this end he diſplayed all the advantages and 
pleaſure which ſhe would have in their —— $ 
but ſhe did not want perſuaſions to reſiſt his im- 
portunities, 51 
I was at that time very buſy in making pre- 
parations for a Feſtival, which made a great 
noiſe all over Europe. The difficulties which 
J had often met with in the execution of my 
Office, had not hindered me from always living 
upon very good terms with the Grand Viſir 
Calaili : and I dare ſay that my reſolution in 
maintaining the honour of my Country, and 
my privileges as an Embaſſador, made me the 
more reſpected by the Turks, The 1 
a irth- 
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Birth-day being at hand, I reſolved to celebrate 
it with more pomp than it ever had been be- 
fore. The illuminations were to be very mag- 
nificent, and my houſe at Conſtantinople, whic 

was in the ſuburb of Galata, was already pro- 
vided with. the Guns of all the French Ships 
in the Port. As ſuch extraordinary rejoicings - 
could not be made without leave, the Grand 
Viſir had, with great politeneſs, given me an 
expreſs permiſſion for them. But going to Oru 
the evening before the Feſtival, greatly ſatisfied 
with my preparations, in order to divert my- 
ſelf after my fatigue, and to bring Theofa to be 
preſent at it the next day, I heard two pieces 
of news which interrupted my joy. One on 
my arrival: and this was an account of the 
Enight's viſit, and the efforts which he had 
made to engage Theofa to follow him. Hear- 
ing at the ſame time that he was more inti- 
mate than ever with Syneſius, I carried my ſuſ- 
picions farther than ſhe, and did not doubt, 
upon her refuſal and mine, but that they would 
reſume the deſigns which the 8 himſelf 
had confeſſed they formerly had. I was hows 
ever the leſs alarmed at them, as I intended to 
conduct her to Conſtantinople the next day, and 
ſhould there have leiſure to think of methods 
to make my houſe at Oru a ſafe aſylum. * 

But as we were reflecting in the evening upon 
all the circumſtances of this viſit, I received 
advice from my Secretary that the Grand Vitir 
Calaili was depoſed, and that he was ſucceeded 
by Choruli, a man with whom I had no friend- 
ſhip, and of an haughty character. I preſently 
perceived the perplexity I ſhould be in. This 
| | K 5 ww I new 
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mew Minifter might prohibit the celebration of 
my Feſtival, were it out of mere caprice, 
ich generally inclines ſuch as he to make 
Alterations, and to revoke all the permiſſions 
. Which have been granted by their predeceſſors. 
My firſt thought was to pretend ignorance of 
the change, and to execute the ſeheme I had 
laid by virtue of Calaili's Frrvan. Some diſ- 
putes h. r, which I had got out of with 
onour, obliging me to be circumſpe@ in my 
conduct, Trefolved at laft to-aſk the new Viſir's 
Jeave, and ſent a meffenger to him for that pur- 
poſe. He was fo engaged during the firſt hurry 
of His elevation, that it was impoſſible for my 
Secretary to procure a moment's audience, of 
which 1 was not informed till the next day. I 
was very impatient, and reſolved to go to him 
myſelf, He was in the Galthe Divan, and was 
to ſtay there till he appeared in the folemn Pro- 
ceſſion which is uſual on ſuch changes, It was, 
therefore, impoſſible for me to fee him. But 
my pteparations being all made, T reſumed my 
firſt thought of fatisfying myſelf with Calaili's 

iffion, and began my illuminations as ſoon 
he Vifir being informed of the affair, was 
in a great paſſion about it, and immediately ſent 
one of bis Officers to/aſk what I meant, and by 
what authority I acted in this manner without 
his knowledge. I anſwered in a civil manner, 
that 1 did not think myſelf under a neceflity of 
obtaining a new Fervan, as Calaili had granted 
me one two days fince; dut that I had, how- 
ever, not only ſent but been at the Viſtrs-my- 


* 


who would ſoon overpow 


blow up all at once, my. 


ſure have rendered me 


who had inſtructions how to behave, told me 
— it was oy ag bag = that [ thy Pins 
| put a ſtop to my rgoicings, 0 
ſhould = by farce unleſs I conſented 
to do it 4 iately. I was greatly nettled at 


this menace, and made a very angry reply; and 
when the Officer, being provoked in his turn, 


added that a detachment of Janiſſaries were al- 
ready. ordered, in caſe I made the leaſt reſiſtance, 


to advance and humble my pride, I loft all 
tience, and was enraged Tel 


| meaſure. 
your Maſter, ſaid I, that his conduct deſerves 


the laſt contempt, that I am incapable of fear 


when the honour of my King is concerned, 
and am reſolved if he comes to the extremities 
with which you preſume to threaten me, not 
to pretend to defend myſelf againſt Enemies 


power me. with their num- 
bers, but to collect together in this Hall all my 
gun-powder, .of which I have a great quantity, 
to put a match to it with my own hands, and 
bouts, my Gueſts and 
myſelf ; leaving to my Maſter the care of re- 
N.. a 
he Officer retired ; but the naiſe of this 


affair preſently alarmed all the French who were 
aſſembled at my houſe on this occaſion. I m 


ſelf was in ſuch a violent rage, as would to 
capable of executing my 
project; and being reſolved not to betray the 


leaſt ſigns of fear, I immediately ordered a ge- 


neral diſcharge of my artillery, which conſiſted 
of fifty pieces of canon. My ſervants trem- - 


. bled as they obey'd me. And my Secretary be- 


ing more terrified than the reſt, thought he did 
1 - me 
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me a good office by putting out ſome of the 
lights, that he might be able to ſay that we 
were then actually obeying the Viſir's command. 
F did not immediately perceive his caution ; 
but the flight of ſome of my Gueſts, who 
without doubt apprehended that I ſhould come 
to the extremities, with which I threatened the 
Viſir's Meſſenger, increaſed my fury. I treated 
as cowards and traytors all thoſe whom I could 
not prevail on to ſtay; and obſerving the dimi- 
nution of my illuminations, was in a new rage 
at the timorous precaution of my Secretary. 
This was my ſituation when J heard the cries 
of a woman who called me to her aſſiſtance. 
IT did not doubt but that a detachment of Jani- 
Yaries had already begun to inſult my ſervants, 
and being unwilling to attempt any thing at an 
uncertainty, I ran, accompanied by ſome faith- 
Ful friends, to the part from whence the ſhrieks 
came. But what did I fee! Syneſius and the 
Knight, aſſiſted by two Greeks, were carrying 
away Theofa by force, and endeavouring to 
= drown' her cries by ſtopping her mouth with an 
1 handkerchief. I did not want all the paſſion, 
with which I was agitated, to fill up the mea- 
ſure of my fury. Diſpatch the traytors, ſaid l, 
to my Companions, and was but too well obey'd. 
They fell upon the four Raviſhers, who de- 
ended themſelves as well as they could. The 
two Greeks. having leſs ſkill or reſolution, were 
_ "preſently killed. The Knight was wounded, 
and Syneſius, deſpairing of victory, ſurrendered 
his ſword. I ſhould, perhaps, detained and treated 
him in the firſt tranſports of my rage with F ' 
| ſeverity, had I not been informed that the Viſir, 
. | being 
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being appeaſed by the ſigns of ſubmiſſion, for 
which he was indebted to my Secretary, had 
countermanded his troops, and declared that he 
was ſatisfied. Pity eaſily found a place in my 
heart as ſoon as rage had forſook it. I was be- 
ſides obliged to take ſome precautions to con- 
ceal the death of the two Greeks. I diſmiſſed 
Syneſius, telling him how much he was obliged 
to me for my lenity, and ordered the Knight's 
wounds to be carefully healed. As I luckily 
happened to have none but Chriſtians in my 
houſe, every one thought himſelf concerned to 
conceal this affair. 5 4 
This incident was followed by ſeveral others 

which have no relation to this Work, but as 
they were the occaſion of my leaving Conſtan- 
tinople. As ſoon as I received his Majeſty's 
command to return to France, I conſidered how 
I ſhould behave with regard to Theofa. I loved 
her too well to be in any doubt about making 
her an offer to go along with me; but I was 
not ſure of her conſent, My perplexity, there- 
fore, ariſing only from my not knowing her 
inclinations, I endeavoured by ſome | obſcure 
hints to find what they were. She ſoon put 


me out of my pain, by ſeeming to queſtion w he- | 


ther I would permit her to bear me company, 


I roſe in a tranſport of joy, told her that hg"? . 


ſhould always find me the ſame I had hitherto 
been, and gave her full liberty to impoſe upon 
me any conditions ſhe pleaſed. All I deſire, 
ſaid ſhe with a very obliging air, is the conti- 
nuance of your friendſhip, which includes eve 
other bleſſing, and to be indulged in the liberty 
of living with you as I have always * 
0 ne. 


= — © Sn - — 
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done. I ſolemnly promiſed to grant her requeſt. 
But I prevailed on her to give me leave once 
again to attack the i e Condoidi. She 
foreſaw that my endeavours would be to no 
purpoſe. And, 2 though I Battered my- 
ſelf that he would be more pliable when he ſaw 
that ſhe was going to quit Turkey, yet was 1 
ſo far from making any impreſſion on this ob- 
durate old Gentleman, that he ſuppoſed, on the 


contrary, that the my of her departure was 


only an artifce to i e upon him. I had not 
fn dyneſius, or the Knight, ſince their raſh at- 
tempt. The former, ſurmounting all his fears, 
as ſoon as he heard that Theofa was to accom - 
pany me to France, came and intreated me to 
permit him at leaſt to take leave of his ſiſter. 
This name, which the wily Greek affected to 
give her, and the air of adhs which appeared 
an his requeſt, determined me not only to ſuffer 
him to ſee her immediately, but allo to grant 
Him the fame favour ſeveral other times before 
& The precaution which I had 


* boch in the Town and Country leſt me 


nothin 
knew 


to fear with regard to her ſafety, and 1 
heofa too well to ſuſpect her. This in- 


| dulgence, however, inſpired Syneſius with new 


He had ſeen her but two or thiee times, 


[ 5 | when deſiring leave to ſpeak with me, he threw 
bimſelf at my feet, to conjure me to reſume my 


former good opinion of him; and calling Hea- 


ven to witneſs that he would as long as he 


lived look upon Theofa as his ſiſter, he earneſtly 
intreated me to take him along with me, and 
40 be a father to him as well as to ber. His 


oak tears, and the eſteem which I al- 


ways 


* 


— 
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ways had for him, would infallibly have in- 
_clined me to have granted his requeſt, could T 
have perſuaded myſelf that dove did not lie in 
viſ under the falſe appearances of fraternal 
ion. I made him, however, no direct an- 
ſwer; being willing to confult Iheofa, who 
might I ſappoſed be apprized of the afar, and 
have deen moved, — by his tears and 
her affection for him as a brother. She told 
me without heſitation, that ſhe ſhould defire 
this favour of me, were The certain that the 
was his fifter ; but that ſhe now intreated me 
not to expoſe her to the perpetual uneaſineſs of 
not knowing how to behave to a youth, who 
diſcovered too paſſionate a regard for her, if he 
was not her brother. Thus was che forrowful 
Syneſtus reduced to the conſolations which he 
undoubtedly found in the friendſhip of the 
— 9 and 1 know nothing more of their 


meth weeks which paſt between the time of 
wy receiving the King's commands and my de- 
parture, were ſpent by Theofa in affairs which 
would furniſh me with materials for a Volume, 
were I defirous to ſwell theſe Memoirs. N. 
flection and her own 


had taught hehß 


that flavery was to one of her . ll 


wreadful of all calamities; and fince the tad 
been at Oru, the had loft no ity of 
mforming herſelf what Seraglios were beſt fur- 
niſhed, and what Lords were moſt greedy” of 
fuch kind of riches. By the help of ſome Shve- 
Merchants, who are as well known at Conſtan- 
tinople as the moſt celebrated Pimps in Paris, 


The had found out . 1 
who 
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who had involuntarily fallen into theſe unhapp 
circumſtances ; and had always flattered bertelk 
with the hopes that ſhe ſhould one time or 
other have it in her power to procure their li- 
berty. She knew that I could not always be 
aſking ſuch kind of favours, and her prudence 
hindered her from too frequently defiring me 
to employ my revenue in ſuch purpoſes ; but 
as ſhe was now juſt going to leave this part of 
the world, ſhe was the leſs ſcrupulous. She be- 
gan by ſelling all the jewels which Cheriber had 
(oven her, and ſome conſiderable preſents which 

had forced her to accept of. After ſhe had con- 
feſſed that ſhe had converted them into money, 
and told me the uſe which ſhe deſigned to make 
of it, ſhe intreated me to be ſo charitable as to 
make ſome addition to it out of my ſuperfluity. 
I gave her ten thouſand livres, with which J 
deſigned to have purchaſed ſeveral Curioſities. 
I never knew how much of her own money 
Theofa added to this, but I preſently ſaw ſeve- 
ral very beautiful girls, whoſe freedom muſt have 
colt her very conſiderable ſums ; and, if the 
expence of ſending them into their own Coun- 
try be added to the price of their redemption, it 


| p 4, Can't be doubted. but that her liberality greatly 
gWccKCeeeded mine. I amuſed myſelf for ſeveral 
_— days with hearing the adventures of this charm- 


ing Troop, and took: care to commit them to 
writing, that I might have nothing to apprehend 
from the treachery of my memory. 

We embarked at laſt on board a Ship which 
was bound to Marſeilles. The Captain informed 
me, that he was under a neceſſity of ſtaying 
ſome weeks at Leghorn, and I was glad of an 
15 15 | opportunity 
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opportunity of ſeeing ſo celebrated a Port. Thepfa 
ſhowed ſeveral ſigns of joy as ſhe landed on the 
Ttalian ſhore. A thouſand reaſons obliging me 
to be incognito, I left my attendants on board, 
and, lodged at. a public Inn, where I did not 
refuſe to dine at an ordinary with ſeveral Tra- 
vellers who happened to be, there. Theofa 
paſſed for my daughter, and I for a Gentleman 
who was returning from Conſtantinople with 
my family. As we were at dinner, I obſerved 
that a young Frenchman was very attentive to 
the charms of Theofa, and that he did all he 
could to make her take notice of him. His 
perſon and behaviour were both very engaging, 
and the air of his converſation made me take 
him for a man of Quality, though I did not 
remember the name of Count de M. Q. which 
was that which he went by. He loaded me 
with civilities, becauſe he ſuppoſed me to be 
the father of Theofa. I ſaw nothing at firſt in 
his behaviour but the gallantry which is com- 
mon to the French. I walked ſeveral times up 
and down the City without ſo much as mif+ 
truſting that I run any riſk in leaving Theofa 
behind, with only one of her own Country- 

women to attend her. | .% 
In about eight days, however, I perceived 
ſome alteration in her temper. But as the fa+ 
tigue of the voyage might occaſion it, this ob- 
ſervation gave me but little concern. I aſked 
her, however, if ſhe had any cauſe of grief or 
complaint. She told me that ſhe had nothi 

to make her uneaſy ; but then ſhe ſaid this with 
ſo much confuſion, that I ſhould immediately 
have opened my eyes, had I been capable ol 
a | ſuſpecting 


- haviour. She had taſte enough to perceive in 
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fuſpefting her. Beſides, I did not know that 
the Count de M. . . . was conſtantly with 
her all the time which 1 — in — 
the curioſities . e were a fort» 
night at Leghorn before I was warned by any 
accident to have a more watchful eye u 
what was doing around me. If I returned be- 
fore dinner time I found Theofa alone, the 
Count always taking care to retire. I obſerved 
that ſhe grew more and more reſerved and me- 
lancholy; but ſeeing no other ſign of any al- 
teration in her health, I thought I ſhould diſpel 
theſe gloomy appearances, by affuring her that 
ſhe would find mere pleafure in France than a 
an italian Inn. = 

It is certain, 23 we were at table, that I ob- 
ſerved her more familiar with the Count than 1 
could have expected from fo ſhort an 
_ ance. Their looks and their fimiles ſeemed in 
telligible to each other, and the civilities of the 
Count were received with another air than at 
firſt. But as leſs than a miracle could 
make me ſuſpicious of Theofa, after fuch long 
trials of her virtue, and even of her inſenſibility, 
I found a thouſand reaſons to excuſe her be- 


the noble manners of the Count the great differ- 
ence between French and Turkiſh politenes, 
and ſhe ſtudied him as a model. Theſe excuſes 
which I made for her were ſo much the more 
probable, as I had a thouſand times obſerved 
her to copy aſter me; and though I was not ſo 
finiſhed a pattern as the Count, yet had ſhe in 
—— 8 — 
mine. * was fill eight days 8 — 
I ving 


* bir Gres ff 


having the leaſt jealouſy, and am at a loſs to 
know what would have been the and of 
their ſecret correfpondence, if chance had not 
one day t me home ſooner than I was 
expected. I went directly to Theofa's chamber, 
and ſaw the Count on his knees. The fight 
of à Serpent which ——— 2 
have terrified me more. 1 had, bowever, 
command 2 . wa. to — without 
being perceive ng detained at the 
door, whether 1 would or not, by — 
and jealouſy, I endeavoured to heighten the 
—— rar Sr. y Raving my heart, 
* diſcover 
Neu s be ſti — I {aw nothing, 
however, which was modeſty, ho- 
] continued in my poſt till dinner time, as impa- 
tient as if I had wiſhed to fee or hear ſomething 
of which I had the moſt deadly apprehenſion. 
"What reaſon had I to be jealous? What en- 
. Theofa with me, or what hopes 
had ſhe given me ? Had I not, on the contrary, 
renounced all pretenſions to her heart ? And wes 
not the liberty of following her own inclinati- 
ons one of the articles to which I had agreed f 
I was forced to own that it was. But I thought 
it cruel that an heart, on which I could make 
ao impreſſion, ſhould ſo eaſiby receive it from 
another. Suppoſing her capable of the weak- 
neſs of Love, I ſhould have wiſhed that ſhe had 
not yielded as it were by chance, and at the 
firſt glance of a Stranger. Or, to diſcover the 
bottom of heart, L was vexed that thoſe 
appearances: of virtue which 1 had ſo much re- 
— ſo quickly vaniſh and come to 
nothing. 
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nothing. I even bluſhed at having been duped 

by the fine maxims which J had ſo often heard 

her repeat, and reproached myſelf leſs with the 

1 I had done her, than with my credu= 
ty and folly. 

There was as much malice as » anguilh 2 
confuſion in theſe reflections. I was ſo far from 
giving a favourable turn to the modeſt behavi- 
our of the Count, that I looked upon him as a 
contented Lover, whoſe moderation was owing 
to his having been indulged in all his deſires. 
What new tortures did this thought inflict up- 
on me! But I had command enough of my 
actions not to make any raſh attempt. As I 
had formed a deſign of . ſurpriſing the cruel 
Theofa in the midſt of her pleaſures, I was 
deſirous of talking with her Woman, not to tell 
her what I had obſerved, but to ſee what farther 
_ diſcoveries her ſimplicity .might give me an op- 
portunity of making. She was a Greek who 
ſucceeded Bema, and entered voluntarily into my 
ſervice. But whether ſhe was more attached to 
her Miſtreſs than to me, or whether ſhe herſelf 
was deceived by the dexterity of the Count and 
Theofa, I learnt nothing from her but their 
frequent interviews, which ſhe did not ſeem to 
endeavour to coneeal. 0 

I reſolved not to go abroad any more, nod 
pretending that I was detained at home by ill- 
neſs, would not ſuffer Theofa to go out of my 
ſight all the reſt of the day. The Count ſent 
to aſk leave to viſit us in the afternoon. I was 
ſo far from oppoſing it, that I was glad of an 
opportunit nd to make obſervations, of which his 


my and actions were the only ſubjects for 
þ upwards 


"8" 
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upwards of four hours together. He was not 
ſo imprudent as to betray himſelf; but I per- 
ceived with what art he was perpetually turn- 
ing the converſation upon every thing, which 
might increaſe. the inclination which I ſuppo- 
ſed Theofa had for him. He entertained us 
with ſome of his amours, in which love and 
conſtancy were always the virtues by which he 
had ſignalized himſelf, He had been in love 
with a Roman Lady, whoſe heart had held out 
againſt all his attacks for ſome time; but who 
ſurrendered herſelf without reſerve, and fet no 
bounds to her fondneſs, as ſoon as ſhe was 
thoroughly acquainted with him and his cha- 
rater. This adventure had detained: him two 
years in Italy, and would have made him re- 
nounce his Country for ever, had not the moſt 
dreadrul of all calamities broken ſuch agreeable 
fetters. After they had long quietly indulged 
themſelves in all the pleaſures of love, the 
Huſband of his Miſtreſs perceiving their famili- 
arity, cauſed them both to ſwallow poiſon, which 
was fatal to the young Lady, and would have 
been fo to him, had he not been bleſſed with 
a very uncommon ſtrength of conſtitution. As 
ſoon as he was got well again, he heard of the 
death of the dear object of his paſſion, which 
cauſed him to relapie, thro' an exceſs of grief, 
into a more dangerous condition than that from 
which he was recovered. As this diſeaſe however 
had no more effect than the poiſon, he was 
in the utmoſt deſpair,” aud endeavoured to pro- 
cure his death by a leſs criminal, tho* he ſup- 
poſed. by no leſs certain a method, than that of 
falling by his own bands. He preſented * 
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felf to the huſband, whoſe hatred he had juftly 
deferved, and having reproached him a thouſand 
times with his barbarity, opened his boſom and 
defired him to fatiate his revenge, by plunging his 
dagger in his heart. He called heaven to witneſs 
that he thought his death infallible, and that 
he ſhould have ſubmitted to it with pleaſure, 
But the cruel Huſband, making à jeſt of his 
rage and deſpair, replied, that he ſhould no 
longer think of affeRing his death, ſince he had 
the pleaſure to ſee that he ſhould be more effectu- 
ally by ſuffering him to live, and that 
he was heartily glad that he had eſcaped the 
poiſon, which would too ſoon have put an end 
to his torments. He had ever fince led a moſt 
deplorable life, wandering all over Italy from 
one City to another, in hopes of effacing im- 


-preflions which were one — ery 

-of repairing the los he had fat — 
verſation of all the amiable women 

But he was arrived at Leghorn, without hav- 
ing ever felt the leaſt alteration in his heart, 
-which grief had hitherto guarded br all 


attacks of love. 
Tpbis was ing that this mivacts: - was 
reſerved for T JI had however, 


none of the profound melancholy, which muſt 
dave been very viſible at the time of our arrival, 
Had that been the true date of his cure. But 
| the eagerneſs with which Theofa liſtened to all 
_ theſe fables, did not permit me to doubt of 
their making upon her all the-impreffion he de- 
fired. I expected the night with the utmoſt im- 
patience, in order to clear up ſome mueh more 


terrible doubts, ''T heofa's edinember was next 0 
| mine. 
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mine. I aroſe as ſoon as my Valet de Cham- 
bre had quitted my room, and locked for a 
place ſrom whenee 1 might ſee . thing 
which approached our a 


partment, 
J fel however, ſome remorſe - for the in- 
jury I was doing the amiable Theofa ; and a 


8 


thouſand | her cauſe, I aſked 
my own heart if its black ſuſpicions had a ſuf- 
ficient foundation to authoriſe ſuch unfair ob- 
ſervations. Ton; he — paſled 57 
; me gro offence. I went 
þ 72 door, and liſtened with 
great attention. T be leaſt noiſe awakened my 
ſoſpicions, and, | 


iy went, as the weather was 
to take the air in the Garden, which 
upon the Sea. I watched ber, and was nat 
A till I fſawC ber go that way. 2 
1712 | ought to be 
Catzified with the trouble which I bad g 
myſelf in the night, and that I had ad nothing 
more to do but to refreſh myſelf with 
r But m 2 8 


— was leſt in the — Ts 
ber , in hegen df diſcovering what it 


was 
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that had alarmed me. It was perhaps a chair 
or a Curtain, which Theofa herſelf had moved. 
But (examining every part of her chamber with 
a very inqaifiive eye, I obſerved a' little door 
belonging to a private ſtair- caſe, which I had 
never ſeen before. All my paſſions immediate- 
ly broke loſe, and raged with greater fury than 
ever. This is the way which the Count uſes, 
cried'I with a heart full of anguiſh. This is 
the ſource of my ſhame and thy guilt, perfidious, 
unhappy Theofa! 1 can give but a very faint 
idea of the eargerneſs with which I examined 
theſe ſtairs, which went down into a bye 
Court. The door, however, at the foot of 
them was very carefully faſtened. But could 
it not have been opened in the night? If I 
had any certain proofs to expect, I ſhould I 
thought, as Theofa's bed was not yet made, 
find them there, I approached it with fear 
and trembling, as if I was upon the brink of 
diſcoveries which would afford me the clear- 
eſt conviction. I carefully attended even to 
the minuteſt circumſtances, with regard to the 
form and poſition of the bed and bed-cloaths ; 
and even went ſo far as to meaſure out a ſpace 
which was ſufficient to hold Theofa, and to 
ſee if nothing was diſordere d beyond the limits 
which I allotted her. - dis 
As the ſeaſon was very hot, I made all 
reaſonable allowances for her kickings and 


 _ tumbling a little beyond her bounds, and found 


all the dimenſions anſwer ſo every exactly, 
that I had all the reaſon in the world to be 
ſatisfied. Theſe enquiries, which laſted a long 
while, occaſioned the tempeſt in my ** — 
ey Jublide 


hich 


ſubſide by degrees, and produced an effect w 
I was far from foreſeeing. The fight of the 
place in which the dear Theofa ſo lately reſted, 
her form which I ſaw imprinted there, and ſome 
remains of warmth, melted me into ſuch a. fie 
of fondneſs, that I kiſfs'd a. thouſand times the 
pln on which ſhe had repoſed her head. As 
was fatigued with watching all night, and 
ſoothed by this amorqus indulgence, my ſenſes 
ſoon forgot their office, and I fell. faſt aſleep on 
her bed. we our 
She was all this while in the Garden, where 
it was no wonder that ſhe ſhould meet the 
Count, ſince it was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 
houſe, to go and take the air of the Sea before 
the heat of the day came on. Several perſons 
of the neighbourhood alſo came thither for the 
fake of the walk, which gave it the appearance 
of a public one. The captain of a French 
Ship which came-into the Port the night before, 
and ſeveral Paſſengers, whom he brought from 
Naples, happened to be there the ſame day, 
The ſight of Theofa, whom it was hard to 
ſee without admiration, drew theſe. Strangers 
about her; and the Count n the Cap- 
tain to be a Frenchman, fell into a converſation 
with him. From. him he learned not only what 
related to his own affairs, but ſome particulars 
concerning mine; viz. that the Captain, WhO 
bad ſeen our ſhip as he entered the Port, was in- 
formed by the Sailors who were on the deck, from 
whence they came, and whatPaſlengers they had. 
Theſe fellows, to whom I had not enjoined ſe- 
crecy when 1 went. on ſhore, told him my 
Office at Conftantinepis, and by that means 


diſcovered 


— — — — > OO GO oo te 9 


not knowing that I was at 15 


been there ſeveral days. 
on the affair, he concluded that I was the per- 
Jon whom the 


known. 


immediately form a defign 


which he endeavoured to 


diſcovered me. The Count hearing me ſpoken 

of under this title, was extremely ſurpriſed at his 
tho it 

by the Captain's diſcourſe chat 1 had | 


But reflecting a little 


in mentroned, and that I 
defired for ſome reafon or other to remain un- 
When he looked upon Theofa, he 
was in ſome confufion, that he had 
not treated her with all the reſpect which- was 
due to my daughter, What he heard made him 
which he had never 
fo much as thought of before, and this was, to 
marry Theofa, in caſe I was her father. his 


circumſtance atone has always been ſufficient -to 


convince me of his noble birth. His ſcheme, 
perſuade her to ap- 
they went out of the Garden, 


prove of before 


made their walk longer than uſual. The morn- 


ing therefore was far advanced, when he gave 


Her his hand to conduct her back to her port 


ment. | 
Theofa heard his ee with all imagina- | 


; ble confuſion ; and as fhe- immediately ſuppoſed 


that it was owing to his falſe notion of her 
birth, ſhe oppoſed it by arguments which he did 
not well underſtand, - But not being at all 
haken in his reſolution by any thing ſhe ſaid, 
he declared -as he was coming into her cham- 
ber, that he would not ſuffer the day to paſs, with- 
out acquainting me with his ſentiments. - And 
if any thing gave me a favourable opinion of 
their familiarity, it was the readineſs with which 
he broke he it of aſter the ſcene, Which I am 

going 


„ + nor ry "8 Y 


going to repreſent, and his ſincere deſire and 
intention of marriage, I was ſtill in the pofi- 


tion in which] was arreſted by ſleep; dreſs'd 


in my night-gown indeed, but then I was in 
Theofa's bed. I was awaked by the noiſe 


the door, and heard 


which they made in opening 
the laſt words of the Count. Notwithſtanding 
the confuſion I was in at being ſurpriſed, I 
ſhould have endeavoured not to have diſcovered 
myſelf, and to have taken the advantage of my 
ſiruatio to have heard the remainder of their 
diſcourſe; had not the curtains been open, 
and the Count immediately ſeen me. Ha! 
who is there, ſaid he, in the utmoſt ſurpriſe; 
Theofa alſe perceived me, and gave a very 
loud fhriek. It was in'vain to pretend to ſteal 
away,” The only remedy I bad, was to en- 
deavour to aſſume an air of pleaſantry, and to 
laugh at an incident to which 1 could give no 
better a turn. I ſound your door open, ſaid 1 
to Theofa, and not being able to get any reſt 
all the night long, imagined that your bed was 
more favourable to than mine, The 
ſcream which ſhe had given at firft was o.] 
ing to ſhame and confufion; but not being 
abſe to account for an action which was ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the terms on which we lived 
together, ſhe now expreſſed her doubts and 
concern by ber ſilence. The Count on the 
other hand, who thought he at once compre- 

hended' what he had not fo much as ſuſpected 

before, made excuſes for an indifcretion with 

which he reproached himſelf as a crime; and 

ring me that ho had too great a reſpect for 


me to interrupt my 1 took his leave in 
wot. 8 


terms. 
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Hans by which I eaſily perceived that he knew 
Who | was. | = 
/ . was left alone with Theofa ; and found it 
ible, notwithſtanding all my afforts, to 
maintain the chearſul air which I had affected to 
aſſume, eſpecially as my uneaſineſs was in- 
-creaſed by hers. I ſaw no way to ſet matters 
right between us, but by making a frank con- 
feſſion of the ſuſpicions. — I had of her 
conduct. þ wolf Te reagent rather tempted. to do 
this, . becauſe: the promiſes which the Count 
made as he came into the room, were a. new 
ſubject of complaint, which I was very defirous 
to hear her explain. Though ſhe bluſhed very 
much at ſeeing me on her bed, yet ſhe turned 
quite pale as foon as ſhe heard my.reproaches. 
She interrupted me however with a trembling 
air, to aſſure me that I wronged her by my ſuſ- 
4 — and that nothing had Pi between 
ber and the Count, which was in the leaſt re- 
- _pugnant 10 her avowed principles, So peremp- 
; — a denial 8 * htened my reſentment, even 
0 gnation 


ow I Traitreſs, faid I, as if 
1 Tias 2 — to reproach her, did I not ſee the 
Count at your feet? Have you not treated him, 
ſince our ſtay in this City, in a more kind and 
obliging manner than you ever condeſcended to 


treat me? Did he not this minute promuſe to 


try all methods to ſecure the ha of bei 
yours? What did he mean by this? Tell 
me, for I will know even from your own 
mouth. I will not all my life long be the ſport 
of an ungrateful Fair, who conſtantly requites 


al favours. 2 with cruelly. and 
FL. Thels 
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2 Theſe hard names are a ſufficient demonſtra-\ 
tion of the violence of my paſtivn'y ſince the” 
had never before heard any thing from me but 
proteſtations of love and eſteem, or tender com- 
plaints, which convinced her of my reſpect even 
when my pains reproached her. She wuüs ac- 
cordingly in the utmoſt conſternation at this 
kind of treatment; and ſhedding a flood of 
t deſired me to hear what ſhe had to ſay in 
her defence. I forced her to ſit; but the anguiſh 
of my heart prevailing over the pity with Which 
her forrows inſpired me, I abated nothing of the 
"ſeverity of my voice and loo kæ . 
After having again proteſted that ſhe had 
granted the Count nothing for which ſhe had 
any reaſon to reproach herſelf,” ſhe o ned that 
he was in love with her, and that ſhe found her- 
ſelf, by an alteration which ſhe could not ac- 
count for, ſtrangely prepoſſeſſed in his favour.” 
It is true, continued the, that I have ſtruggled 
lefs againſt my inclination for him than might 
perhaps have been expected, confidering the 
maxims upon which 1 have hitherto acted ; but 
the reaſon of this conduct, if I may venture to 
declare it, was becauſe I flattered myſelf, as he 
knows nothing of my ſhame, that I ſhould ap- 
pear, and be indeed the ſame to him, as a wo- 
man who never ſwerved from the paths of 
bonour and virtue. He generally 
ſays, in the Country, which is another reaſon 
for ſuppoſing that he will never hear of my 
misfortunes: and as he took you ſor a Mer- 
chant, I hope I did him no injury in ſuffering 
him to think that I was your daughter. But, 
added ſhe, as he was this morning informed of 
of: L332 


he 
* 
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your rank, and was therefore determined to aſk 
your coaſent to marry me; I muſt own that 
ſome ſeruples aroſe in my mind, which I ſhould 
immediately have communicated to you. Thus 
have I laid my heart open to yo, 
And — you might ſee him on bin, 
I did not approve of that poſture, nor ever 
ef him by 2 criminal <ompliatocs 0 
e any ſuch liberti 
ore ſeemed more convent aſter this dackts- 
tion ; and as if ſhe ſuppoſed that I ſhould ap- 
prove of her conduct, looked upon me wich an 
air of greater tranquility. But the opinion 
which ſhe had df her innocence, was the very 
thing which cauſed my deſpair. I was horribly. 
provoked at her ſeeming not to trouble herfelf in 
the leaſt with my paſſion, or any apprehenſions 
about making me u and that ſhe ſhould 
deliver herſelf up without reſiſtance to a 
new amour. But ſhame me conceal the 
bitter anguiſh of my heart, and act, as far as [ 
was able, with prudence and temper. I am 
willing, ſaid I, to believe your proteſtations, 
and cannot eaſily per ſuade myſelf that you have 
deceived' me by alte appearances of virtue; but 
| —— who J am, how can 
u he take you for my da 
| fince he knows, or will 2 
not married? If he knows it already, you 
have too much ſenſe not to perceive that Nis 
intentions cannot be ſincere, and that he only 
means to amuſe himſelf with, and deceive 9+ a | 
If he is ignorant of it, and his preſent ke 
inclines him to marry you as my daaghter, will 
„ eee boon as he hears that I 


am 
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am not your father? But yon know this full 
well, continued I, giving way to the jealouſy. 
which pteyed on my heart; you are not ſo ſilly 
as to bebe ve that a man of Quality would matry 
he knows not whom, He hit your 1 — vou 

your inclinations — gin Ley per- 


= , but the diſcovery, of your N 1 

read your. paſſion in your eyes, "your, Words, 

your actions, in every circumſtance of your 

conduct. J longed to ſurprize and overwhelm 

Gao and. tbould, have gan it 4 
not 


dain and reſentment. 4 
to perceive che iſ of fi a. 

: ant to get intirely | 
doubts, N.. to be fully ene er 9 81 
the grounds of my fears, 3 induce her 
to couſeſs them. "Her anſwers, however, were 
ſo. clear and poſitive, and the marks af ber 
grief ſo artle(s,*#hat-T ſhould not have retained 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of her ſincerity, cauld ons 
ſafely depend on the defence of 4 
wit is equal to her love. But it is not here 
that I ſubmit my cauſe to the judgment of m- 
Readers, having otber [accuſations to being, 
ſt the ungrateful Fair. 

We ſpent. all the reſt of the morning i in di 
enfions which afforded me no farther light as 
UNS UE W 
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ner was ready, 1 was very impatient to ſee how 
the two Lovers would behave in my preſence, 
and to hear what compliments I ſhould receive 
from the Count. Theofa's confuſton was un- 
a doubtedly equal to my impatience.” - But the 
| Count not appearing at table, I was informed 
dy the company that he had taken his leave of 
every body, and was an hour or two'fince gone 
away in à Poſt-chaiſe, Though I was greatly 
furprized at this piece of news, yet I made no 
YefleCtions on his departure; and turning my 
eyes upon Theofa, perceived that ſhe did herſelf 
the utmoſt violence not to betray her uneaſineſs. 
She retired to her chamber as ſoon as dinner was 
. over; and J ſhould immediately have followed 
her, had” 1 not been detained by the French 
Captain, whom I mentioned before. He was 
at firſt prudent enough not to take any notice 
who I was ; but as ſoon as I aroſe from table, he 
eme and made me the eompliments which he 
thought were my due. I did not then know 
— what means he had diſcovered my name. 

rom his diſcourſe, however, J ſoon learned 
not only what = ſſed in the Garden, but the 
reaſons of: the Count's flight. The Captain 
ſeemed apprehenſive of . offended me, and 
made his excuſes. Knowing nothing, ſaid he, 
of the be- under which you cauſed the 

un who is with you to appear in this 
2 readily anfoered all the Count's que- 
ions. He mentioned your daughter; and tho 
I had not the honour of knowing your perſon, 
yet, as I, as well as all France, knew that 
_ you never was married, I was imprudent enough 


"to tell him that you had none. He made me 
repeat 
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repeat this anſwer ſeveral times, and I per- 
ceived, by ſome circumſtances, that my indiſ- 
eretion may have diſconcerted your meaſures. 

I aſſured the Captain that he had given me no 
cauſe. of complaint, and that, I meant. nothing 
but to avoid the trouble of ceremony by diſt 
guiling my. name, or by any other maſk which 
I had worn at Leghorn: And this I faid was the 
only . reaſon of my deſiting to continue in my 
preſent obſcurity... I eaſily, perceived the Count, 
when he found that Theofa was not my daugh- 
ter, took her for my Miſtreſs. The circum- 
| ances. in which he urprized me in her cham- 
ber, put this thought in his head; and he con- 
cluded, that the beſt method to extricate himſelf 
from his engagements, was to go away, without 
ſeeing, her. I hurried back to Theofa's cham- 
ber, and had only a glimpſe; of her heavineſs 
and forrows.;. for the endeavoured, the momept 
ſhe ſaw me, to aſſume. a pleaſant. countenance, 
* aſced me with a ſmile, if I 2 not ſur- 


ized. at the haſty reſolution... of the Count. 
ou ſee, added ſhe, that his paſſion was not 
very violent, ſince he was ſo much maſter of it 


as, to depart. without ſo much as bidding me 
farcwel. Pretending not to ſee... through... he; 
.counterfeit_ joy, h . you without any great 
. tranſport, ſaid I very gravely ;,aud if ahis.is the 
moſt ardent proof of his paſſion, it will hardly 
make him torget his Roman Lady. Our con- 
verſation, which laſted all the. afternoon, Was 
one continued diſguiſe; ; Theofa r s affectin 
to ſeem very little concerned at her ſoſs, hill 
| bY out of a malicious N n proceeded, 1 
a 5 | ne 5 4 \ 
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no doubt, ſrom the hopes which revived in my 
heart, continued to degrade the Count's paſſion, 
and to ſpeak of his departure as the groſſeſt 
rudeneſs and inſult. The Captain of the Ship 
in which I came, telling me in the evening that 
he was diſpoſed to ſail whenever I pleaſed, 1 
deſired only the next day to get 'myfelf read 
It was not buſineſs, but a regard to Theofa, 
which made me wiſh to ſtay a day longer; for 
as 1 too plainly ſaw her efforts to hide her un- 
eaſineſs, I was willing to ſee whether it would 
ee er . 227 

Sde ſupported herſelf pretty well till we went 
on board ; but as ſoon as ſhe had loft all hopes 
of ever ſeeing the Count again, the was no 
longer able to reſiſt the motions of her heart, 
but took to her bed, and never aroſe From it tf 
we landed at Marſeilles. . I was as careful and 
tender of her as I ſhould have been of the deareſt 
child, or the moſt paſſionate Miſtrefs. ' But 1 
could not ſee her in this languiſhing condition 

for another, without finding, by ience, 
that cruelty and ingratitude will damp 


and ex- 
tinguiſh the warmeſt paſſions. I perceived my 
Heart inſenſibly recovering its freedom; and 
though my deſires of ſerving and making Theofa 
happy continued, yet did I no longer feel the 
violent emotions with wich I had for ſeveral 
years been almoſt continually ſhaken, I had 
leiſure to obſerve the ſeveral gradations of this 
change, during a calm which detained us eight 
days in the Gulf of Genoa. There is no in- 
ſtance of ſo perfect a ſtilneſs in the air and 
waters. We were hardly fix Jeagues from _ 
wit 


and the ſurface of the Sea being ſo  intirely 
motionleſs, that we ſeemed rooted, as it were, 
in the ſame place, I thought ſeveral times of 
tting into the long - boat with Theofa, and 
me of my attendants, in order to row to the 
ſhore, This would have ſaved me from a ter- 
rible alarm which I was under from ſome miſ- 
creants, who reſolved to make themſelves maſters 
of the Ship, by the murder of the Captain and 
the Lieutenant. They had perhaps entered into 
but never found ſo fair an op ity to exe- 
cute it. We had on board, beſides me and my 
retinue, five Italian and three French Paſſengers, 
whoſe appearance and behaviour were no temp» 
tation to me or the Captain to enter into the 
leaſt familiarity with them. They converſed 
with no body but the Sailors, with whom they 
were continually tippling; and it was in one of 
theſe drinking outs that they determined to 
diſpatch the Captain and Lieutenant, ſuppoſing 
that they ſhould meet with little reſiſtance from 
the reſt of the crew, whoſe number was ar. 
ſmall. Their deſign, with regard to me 

my Attendants, was to ſet us on ſhore in ſome 


bye part of the iſle of Corſica, and to ſeize.all. 


my effects. By an extraordinary watchfulneſs 
of Providence, my Valet de Chambre flept one 
night on the Deck, and was awakened by the 
diſcourſe of theſe villains, who being met toge- 
ther to regulate the execution of their deſign, 
were caſting the principal parts of it, and al- 
ready dividing their authority and booty. As it 
was the Captain's cuſtom to appear every Night 
I" | | on 


* 
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on the deck, they reſolved to diſpatch 
him there; and two of their accomplices were 
at the . to knock at the Lieutenant's 


Cabbin, and to cut his throat as ſoon as he 
opened his door. The reſt were to be diftri- 
buted in ſeveral parts of the Ship, and to terrify 
every body by their threats and arms. Tho' 


they agreed to treat me and my retinue with 
ſome reſpect, and to land us in the iſle of Cor- 
Ha, yet one of them- propoſed to keep Theofa, 
AS the. moſt valuable part of their prize; but 
after ſome deliberations on this matter, they 


perceived that ſo beautiful a woman would only 


Jow diviſions amongſt them, and therefore con- 


| Au to ſet her on ſhore alſo. 


Though my Valet de Chambre was terribly 
frightened at this diſcovery, yet he had preſence 
of mind enough to perceive that our ſafety 
; ed on diligence and ſecrecy.” It was 
about midnight; and as Heaven was propitious 
to us, he made a fhift to crawl along the Deck, 


and to get to the Captain s apartment, which 
luckily joined to mine, without being diſco- 


vered. He  awaked us in the ſame cautious 


manner, and exhorting us to ſilence, gave a 


fearful- relation of the dangers with which we 


were threatened. The darkneſs of the night 


had hindered his knowing all the Conſpirators, 
ur being certain as to their number. Having 


However diſtinguiſhed the maſt mutinous by 
their voices, he named ſome, and ſaid that 
there might perhaps be about twelve in all. As 
there are many known inſtances of my intrepi- 
dity, I ſhould not be Jull'y chargeable with. va- 
2 ; nity, 


% 


| The--Fair Greek. 233 
nity, were I to boaſt of it on this occaſion. Eight 
Domeſtics whom 1 had with me, the Captain, 
che Lieutenant and myſelf, were capable of : 

making ſome defence. There were beſides 
.ſeveral Mariners, of whoſe fidelity we had no 
ſuſpicion, and other Paſſengers, Who were as 
much concerned as ourſelves to repel 8 — 

of a band of Pirates. Our only difficul 

to aſſemble our forces, I eu. this- — 
myſelf. I ordered flambeaux to be lighted; th and 
having armed myſelf and all my Servants, and 
commanded them to follow me, went out of 
the Cabbin, joined without oppoſition all thoſe 
from whom we hoped for aſſiſtance, and ſafely 
conducted them into the great Cabbin, where 
we put ourſelves in a condition to fear nothing 
till the morning. Our Enemies in the mean 
time perceiving our motions, were in a much 
greater conſternation than we. They were nei- 
ther ſo well armed, nor ſo numerous, and were 
greatly dejected by fear, which is always the 
Inſeparable companion of guilt. Imagini 
that they ſhould be attacked and overpower 
in the morning, they took the only reſolution 
which could ſave them from puniſhment,” and 
put it in execution immediately; and this was, 
.to throw the Long-boat overboard, and row to 
the neareſt ſhore. We perceived their deſign ; 
and though we might eaſily have diſpatched 
them while they were letting the boat into the 
Sea, or have killed them with our muſquets 
after they were in it, yet I thought it moſt a- 

viſeable to ſuffer them to eſcape. 

It was impoſſible to conceal this incident Fa 
Theofa. The noiſe and tumult threw her into 
a great 


4 
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a great conſternation z or ſhe made this affair a 
pretence perhaps for venting the paſſions which 
had preyed upon her heart, ever ſince we ſaid 
from Leghorn. Her Languor ended in a fever, 
which was attended with very dangerous ſymp- 
tons, and was not at all abated when we ar- 
rived at Marſeilles. Whatever reaſons I had to 
haſten to Paris, I did not care to expoſe her to 
the danger of travelling, nor to leave her to 
the care of Servants, in a City ſo remote from 
the Capital. My affiduity and zeal in attending 
her were the fame as they had been during the 
whole voyage, and I was every moment more 
and more convinced that it was no r love, 
but the pleaſure I had in ſeeing and hearing her, 
my efteem and veneration of her character, and 
the benefits which I had confer'd upon her, 
which rendered her dear, and linked my af- 
fections to her as if ſhe had been really my 
daughter. I dropp'd no more paſſionate ex- 
preffions, nor the leaſt complaint of the tortures 
which I ſaw her ſuffer for my Rivak - 
She recovered gradually, after ſhe had been 
feyeral times given over by the Phyſicians ; but 
Her charms were a little impaired by fo long a 
diforder. Though the regularity and delicacy. 
of her features were the fame, yet ſhe had loft 
ſome of the life of her completion, and the 
piercing vivacity and luſtre of her eyes. She 
Was ftill however one of the moſt amiable 
women in the world. Several pe: ſons of di- 
ſtinction, with whom I had contracted an ac- 
quaintance during her illneſs, oſten viſited me, 
merely for the fake of ſeeing her. Mr. de 8... , 
94%; By | | a young 


© it, 
- 


» 


4 young Gentleman who was born to à large 
1 id not diſſemble his fondneſs for her, 
Je talked of it at firſt in a jeſting manner, but 
was ſoon ſeriouſly in love, and ſought for an 
opportunity to acquaint her with his paſſion. - 
She was as inſenſible to him as ſhe had been to 
me, as if the Count only as fo happy as t 


* 


know the way to her heart. She even intrea 
mie to deliver her ſrom the importunities of her 
new Lover, and I promifed. to do her this piece 
of ſervice, without making any attempt in fa- 
vour of myſelf, And, indeed, my paſfion was 
ſo entirely extinguiſhed, that I now felt no de- 
ſires but thoſe of à friend. OI 
What I declared to Mr. de 8... . concern- 
ing her ſrtiments was To far from having the 
effect upon him which ſhe expected, that be 
thought himſelf. the more authoriſed to impor- 
tune her by continual teſtimonies, of his pafſion. 
He had been reſtrained by an apprehenſion of 
.my being bis ar But when he was * 
chat I confined myſelf within the bounds 
Triendſhip, and oppoſed his inclinations only 
compliance with Theofa's deſire, he told me 
hat bis paſſion was too lively and vigorous t 
be extinguiſhed by her indifference, and that he 
Thould at Teaft preſerve a Loyer's hopes of, gain-. 
ing by alhdvity and perſeverance, what he could 
not obtain 1 his own merit, or the inclination 
of his Miſtreſs. I told him that all his effors 
would be to no purpoſe, but he was not 10 
a at this declaration; eſpecially when 
aſſured him upon my honour that I had never 
been able to obtain any favour from her, which 
6 Was 
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was in the leaſt repugnant to modeſty. As ſoap 
as ſhe was well enough to have any xcliſh of 
2 he endeavoured. to diſſipate her me- 
lancholy by entertainments, balls, and concerts, 
She was preſent at theſe amuſements rather out 
of complaiſaace than inclination, eſpecially when 
ſhe found me not unwilling to be a ſharer 1; 
them. Mr. de .. . . was only the fon of A 
Merchant; and, if a ſenſe of Theofa's merit 
inſpired him with a paſſion for her, I ſaw no- 
thing improper in the deſire which I ſuppoſed he 
had to marry her. As the proofs of her being 
Condoidi's daughter amounted almoſt to a cer- 
tainty, I ſhould. have made no difficulty of at- 
teſting it, notwithitanding his obſtinacy in re- 
fuling to own ber. Mr. de S... . however, 
though he ſometimes talked with me about his 
paſſion, never mentioned the word marriage. 
In vain did I endeavour to lead him to do it by 
ſome reflections, which ſhould at leaſt have in- 
formed him that I ſhould not. approve of his 
paffion on any other terms. As I did not 11 
him at all inclined to enter upon this ſubject, 
Tefolved to tell him very plainly what were m 
views in favouring his addreſſes. Thus did 1. 
by a very ſtrange alteration in my conduct, en- 
deavour to 7 2 rags conqueſts, and to 
part with her for ever by marrying her to ano- - 
= Her. intereſt EO fil morive of 5 
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Acting in this manner; and I conſidered. alſo, 
that my taking her to Paris would be apt to raiſe 
ſuſpicions to my prejudice : For though I was 
not yet of an age, in which love becomes in- 
decent and prepoſterous, yet had I views of. for- 
ol * XK A. we» J $$6:5 [5%.> 3 tune 
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tune which were very inconſiſtent with an en⸗ 
gagement of this nature. | „ 

explained myſelf with great freedom to Mr. 
de'S... , and he anſwered me with equal 
frankneſs. I love Theofa, faid he, and am 
very deſirous to make her my wife; but I have 
a thouſand reaſons to fear that this match would 
not be agreeable to my father and other rela- 
tions, whom I would not willingly run the riſk 
of diſobliging. I am however of age, and 
ſhould be glad to marry her privately on any 
conditions you pleaſe. I could by no means ap- 
prove of this propoſal: For though it ſecured 
the main point which I aimed at, yet it was: 
beneath my character to promote a clandeſtine | 
marriage. And then, as it. would probably one 
time or other occaſion a breach between Mr. 
S..+ and his relations, Theofa could expect 
no great happineſs from it. I ſhowed, therefore, 
ſome reſentment at his making this propoſition, 
and aſſured him that-ſhe would never agree 
e. N 


As I did not yet know Theofa's inclinations, 
I was willing to conſult them, and to tell her 
what advantages were offered her by love. I 
was not at all ſurpriſed at her rejecting the hand 
and heart of Mr. de S.. . .; but when I urged 
all the arguments which ſhe herſelf had made 
uſe of in favour of a ſettlement, which would 
prevent reproaches, and efface even her o.] n 
ideas of her paſt life, and ſhe told me that the 
was averſe from marrige ; I could not help up- 
braiding her with having impoſed upon me, 
when ſhe proteſted, with A much ſeeming ſince- 
rity, that this was the only thing which * 

| er 
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her to liſten to the Count's addreffes. She was 
greatly perplexed by this ion; but endea - 
vouring to get clear of it by an air of innocence 
and — which had always fucceeded with 
me, ſhe conjured me not to miſconſtrue her 
ſentiments, or rather not to paſs too ſevere a 
oenſutre on her weakneſs and folly. And re- 
minding me of my promiſes, ſhe called Heaven 
to witneſs, notwithſtanding any irregularities 
which I might have obſerved in her conduct, 
that all the happineſs which ſhe hoped for or de- 
fired, was to continge to live with me. 

I thanked her for her good opinion of me, 
and gave her freſh aſſurances that I would punc- 
tually perform all my engagements. As her 
health was daily more and more confirmed, we 
ſoon ſet out from Marſeilles. Mr. de S. 
in vain endeavoured to detain us by his intreaties, 
which he often urged with tears in his eyes. He 
received from Theofa's own mouth the ſentence 
which condemned him to ſtifle his paſſion. Some 
affairs, however, of his father, furniſhed him with 
2 e to accompany us as far as Lyons. 
And when he was conſtrained to take his — 
he told me ina whiſper, that he deſigned ſoon 
to come to Paris, where he ſhould be more at 
liberty to difpoſe of himſelf as he pleaſed. I 
was always — that he had privately en- 
deavoured to obtain the conſent of his family, 
and that his father's refuſa] was the only reafon 
of his propoſing a clandeftine marriage. 

A —— hurry of buſmeſs which I was in 
for a long while, did not now permit me to ob- 
ſerve all Theofa's conduct ſo carefully as I had 


hitherto done. I lodged her in my own hauſe, 
treated 


_—— 


treated her with the fame reſpect which I had 
formerly done, aud granted her all the privi= 
leges which the had enjoy'd at Oru. Various 
were the opinions which my friends formed, 
when they ſaw me arrive at Paris with this beau 
tiful Greek. Some ht me not ſincere in 
my account of the bright parts of her Story 3 
and as I always took care to conceal the -dark 
ones, they looked on my culogiums on her prin- 
ciples and conduct, as the exapgeratons of a 
Lover. Others, when they were 'dexter © ac- 
quainted with her, and found that ſhe really 
poſſeſſec all the merit which I aſcribed to her, 
concluded that her perfections were an * 
of my love, and that I could have ho other 
motive to bring ſo young and brautiful a perſon 
from Turkey. Thus all agreed, as I had fore- 
ſeen, to think me more familiar with her than 
I really was; and the multiplicity and diſtraction 
of my affairs, which obliged me, ſometimes, 
to paſs two or three days without ſeeing her, 
could not induce them to alter their opinion. 
Ahe concluſions of the Public were much more 
various and fantaſtical. It was at firſt ſaid that 
ſhe was a Slave whom I had purchaſed in Turkey, 
that | was in love with her, and had ſpared no 
coſt nor pains in her education. This conjec- 
ture was not intirely without foundation. But 
it was added, and I myſelf was informed in the 
Thuilleries, dy ſeveral perſons who did not know 
me, that the Grand Seignior falling in leve 
with my Slave on the miracles which were told 
him of her beauty, ſent and demanded: her of 
me, and that this was the grounds of all my 


diſputes at Conſtantinoplo. And che Thank: N 
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ſtill appeared very amiable, yet as the luſtre of. 
her, charms was ſomewhat eclipſed by her late 
illneſs, ſhe did not fully anſwer the idea of a 
woman who had raiſed ſo much admiration. It 
was pretended, therefore, that I had diminifhed 
ber beauty by a liquid which T had prepared on 
purpoſe, in order to avoid the tortures of 
uſy. Others affirmed that I ſtole her out of a 
Seraglio, and that this raſh action was the cauſe 
of my being recalled. - h 
F abies 2 this kind gave me no lis; 
and I was always the firit to laugh at them. All 
who viſited me ſoon conceived: a very advan- 
tageous opinion of Theofa, and ſhe was not 
long without a croud of Admirers. As it 
— I thought be hard for her to reſiſt the 
conſtant importunities of a gay nobility, I — 
her ſome neceſſary precautions with regard to 
her behaviour. The Count de M.. . was a 
proof of her not being inſenſible to a graceful 
manner and. perſon. She was conſtantly in 
anger at Paris; and, if I was no 
drompted by love to prevent her engaging in 
pn amour, yet my reputation obliged me not 
a0 ſuffer any itregular correſpondence in my 
houſe, - She heard ,my- counſels with her ufual 
thankfulne(s fand pleaſure. Her taſte for read- 
ing continued, and ſhe diſcovered even a new 
greedineſs of knowledge. She did, perhaps, out 
of vanity, what Lhad haben attributed only to 
2. deſire of adorning her heart and mind. But 
whether I did not obſerve her narrowly enough 
to ſee through her conduct, or whether ſhe had 
art enough to diſguiſe it, I perceived nothing in 
5 . which avecices cenfure till the ina 
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rival of Mr, de 8. ., who inſpired me with 
ſuſpicions which I ſhould not have eaſily credited. 
Alfter he had paſt ſeveral weeks at Paris; and 
been frequently at my houſe, where I treated 
him with great civility, he one day took me 
aſide, and complained bitterly of Theofa. I 
told you the deſign of my journey, ſaid he, at 
Lyons, but the caſe is ſince very much alter d. 
I flattered myſelf that the coldneſs of my Miſtreſt 
was the only difficulty which I had to ſurmount; 
but I find that ſhe has feveral profeſſed Admi® 
rers, and have a thouſand reaſons to think that 
ſhe does not behold them all with equal indif- 
ference. I am particularly driven to deſpair by 
the regard which ſhe ſhows for Mr. de R. 
and the young Count of.. . , who ſeem the 
alt zealous in their endeavours to pleaſe her. 
She does not indeed receive their viſits at your 
houſe ; but this very exception gives me the 
more uneaſineſs, becauſe I am: perſuaded thatthe 
makes this difference between them and innu⸗ 
merable others, only becauſe the is prepoſſeſſed 
in their favour. And yet how ean 1 believe 
that ſhe loves two at a time ? This is a myſtery 
which I ſtill. want to clear up. Having watched 
her to Church, the Play-houſes, and all places 
of public reſort, I have conftantly ſound her 
attended by theſe two troubleſome Rivals; and 
the ſatisfaction which - ſhe takes in their com? 
pany, ſufficiently betrays: her inclinations. ' He 
added nothing to make me carry my ſuſpicions 
farther, and the requeſt which he joined to his 


complaints was an argument to induce me to 


diſregard them. He conjured me to let him 
know plainly what he had to hope for, and 
at $5 not 
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not to ſuffer ſo honourable” a paſſion as his to be | 
rejected with marks of Uifdain. 
I promiſed him not only to eſpouſe bis cauſe 
with the greateſt zeal, but to dive alſo into the 
bettom of an intrigue,” of which I never had 
the leaſt ſuſpicion before. I had appointed a 
_ widow Gentlewoman to be Theofa's compa- 
nion, whoſe age ſeemed to be a ſufficient ſe- 
curity againſt —— of youth; and had 
confidence in the e of the young Gre 
been lcfs than it was, yet ſhould 1 have thought 
myſelf very ſafe in the inſtructions and example 
of ſo diſcreet à Governeſs. They were never 
aſunder, and F was pleaſed to find that en- 
tertained a fr for each other! I told 
her ſome of the accuſations Which were alle 
againſt ber; for as Mr. de ©. .. had vwned 
that he had never ſeen Theofa alone, one could 
not be innocent, and the other guilty. The 
Gorerneſs heard' my reproaches with ſo Title 
concern, that I immediately attributed the un- 
taſineſs of Mr. de S. . tb his jealouſy. She 
named the am- of my ſuſpicions. He is dif- 
Gatisfied, ſaid ſhe, with the return which Theofa 
makes to his paſſion, and is 'contihuaſly* teizin 
her with his viſits and letters. We could not he 
Hughing at fo troubleſome a fondneſs, and his 
reſentment, no doubt, has made him complain 
to you. As to the erimes of which he accuſes 
| bs, you know them already, added the ; for it 
was in purfuance of your orders that I have en- 
deavoured to amuſe Theofa. Our diverſions 
were omly the uſual ones of people of faſhion; 
and if the two Rivals, who have fo wuch 
alarmed Mr.deS.. . , were ſometimes admitted 
28 to 
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to walk with us, or to any other innocent free- 
doms of the like xind, it was nat by way of 
diſtinction, or to give them any opportunities 
of which they might make an all. ute. 
This anſwer made me perſectiy eaſy; and the 
only, converſation which I offered Mr. de S. 

was to exhort him to merit I heofa's . 
for whoſe innocence and prudence I could ven- 
ture to paſs my word. His ſuſpicions, however, 
were not intirely groundleſs, My fage Gover- 
neſs, though ſhe was not capable of encouraging 
or winking at a criminal correſpondence, was 
ſo much biiaded by her vanity, as to become the 
zeſt and — af emp Gallants, one of 
whom had - undertaken, in order to ſerve his 
friend, to pretend to be in love with a woman 
who was at leaſt fixty years . 
only open to the — which was paid to 
del 1 — with 
r to panion; a 

reat, as to make ber think R 
e y in coming in for a ſhare of the 
ar. of which — he ad hes own 
charms as the only © arce was ſo 
prepoſterous, that the W_ 50 Mz de 8, 
who at laſt diſcovered it, nor any other evidence 
but that of my own eyes, would ever have in- 
duced me to believe it. 

One day, when my affairs and diſorders 
luckily happened to give me ſome reſpite, Mr. de 
S.. - conjured me to go along with him, in 
order to be a witneis of a ſeene which would make 
me give more credit to his complaints. He had by 
his diligence diſcovered that 'T hecfa and the od 


lady were engaged to take a walk, and afterwards 
to 
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to accept of a collation in the Gardens of St. 
Clou. He had learnt even the place, and all the 
circumſtances of their entertainment; and what 
provoked him fo far as to make him interſperſe 
his relation with threats, he knew that the two 
Ladies were to have no company but Mr. 
and the young Count, Whatever colour the 


Widow might give to this excurſion, I could 


not help condemning and thinking it very in- 
diſcreet. I ſuffered myſelf therefore to be con- 
ducted to Saint Clou, fully reſolved to be a 
ſpectator of al! that - paſſed, and to load our 
two ladies with reproaches, from which the 
innocence of their intentions ought not to ex- 
empt them. They and their Gallants were 


there before us, and we ſaw them take ſome 


turns in an open place, where we did not think 


it neceſſary to follow them. Mr. de 8s 


took care to chuſe a ſituation where we might 
ſee and hear every thing during their collation. 


Knowing that the preparations for it were 
making in a graſs-plat at the further end of 
the Garden, we went thither by ſeveral bye 
ways, and took our ſtation very commodiouſly 
behind an eſpalier, at a few yards diſtance. 

They came thither in a little while after us, 


and were guilty of nothing unſeemly as they 


came along; but were very full of toying and 
foolery as ſoon as they had taken their ſeats on 


the graſs. The Widow opened the Farce, and 
J preſently perceived that the flattery and ca- 
reſſes of our two Gallants were ſcenes concerted 
beforehand. After they had made her a thou- 
ſand fulſome compliments on her beauty, and 


compared her to the Nymphs and Graces, 


they 
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they decked her with herbs and flowers, and 
were aſtoniſhed at the luſtre which her charms 
received from ſuch prepoſterous ornaments. 

She was highly delighted with this drollery, 
and taking an indirect method to ſhow her 
ſatisfaction, commended the wit and humour of 
all they ſaid and did. What reflections did I 
not make on the folly of a woman who for- 

ets her age and deformity ! I thought my old 

overneſs ſo July puniſhed, that I ſhould 
have been diverted with the ſight, had there 
been no body there for whom I was more 
nearly concerned. But I obſerved that the 
Count was very ſerious between the interludes - 
of this Farce, and that he took all opportu- 
nities of addreſſing words to Theofa which 
did not reach us. r. de 8... burnt with 
rage and indignation. ' His agitations were fo 
violent, that I often apprehended that the noiſe 
of them would betray us. He would ſeveral 
times have ruſhed out and interrupted a Come- 
dy which went to his very heart, had I notde- 
tained him by force; and J had the great- 
eſt difficulty in the world to do it, when he 
ſaw the Count bow down his head even to 
the ground, in order to ſteal a kiſs from one 
of Theofa's hands, which ſhe ſeemed in no 
great hurry to draw from his lips. nd 

- Their collation was very elegant, and lafted 
a long time; and their mirth was enlivened 
with merry tales and fallies of wit and plea- 
ſantry. Tho' they might not drink to exceſs, 
yet they taſted a variety of wines, and did not 
want much courting to take their glaſſes in their 
turn, In ſhort, tho' nothing | pailed which 
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was abſolutely criminal and immodeſt, yet I 
ſaw enough to make me very uneaſy, and re- 
ſolved ſpeedily to ſhow my- reſentment of their 
conduct, I determined however to take no 
notice of the affair till we came to Paris, and 
ſuppoſing that the Ladies were ready to go 
back to their coach, was in ſome perplexity 
how to return to ours without being ſeen; 
when Mr. de.. .. taking the Widow by 
the hand, led her into a cloſe walk, which 
was by no means the way to the gate at which 
they muſt neceſſarily go out. Imagining that 
Theofa and the Count were going to follow 
their companions, I deſigned only to obſerve 
them at a diſtance, but ſeeing them take a quite 
different route, the evil appeared to be preſſing, 
and I wanted no farther proofs of her levity, 
nor any of Mr. de S.. . s inſtigations to fly 
to her relief. Having made him promiſe to 
keep his temper, I went in purſuit of the Lo- 
vers; and when I had overtaken them, I pre- 
tended that I came to Saint Clou for the ſake 
of walking in the Gardens, and that I had 
juſt been informed of their collation, and where 

might expect to find them. They were 


ſo confounded, notwithſtanding the eaſy and 


chearful air which I affected to afſume, that 
they were a long while ſilent, before they re- 
covered themſelves enough to offer us the fr 


ments of their entertainment. | 

I was little inclined to accept of them; 
and thinking of nothing but how to break 
off ſo dangerous an intrigues I told the La- 
dies that I had ſome affairs to communicate 


to them, which obliged me to deſire a pace in 
2 1 | | their 
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their coach. Theſe Gentlemen, added I, did 
not to be ſure come hither without their equi+« 
page; or if they did, mine is at their ſervice. 
Mr. de.. .. had ordered his to follow him. 
We went away directly, and the two Lovers 
had the mortification to ſee their places ſup- 
plied: by me and Mr. de 8s. N 
As it would have been too ſevere to have re- 
primanded the Ladies for their indiſcretion before 
a Stranger, I poſtponed my lectures till our ar- 
rival at Paris. But looking upon the widow as ſhe 
ſat overagainſt me, I could not help ſmiling at the 
figure ſhe had made, nor forbear making her ſome 
compliments upon her charms, in the ſame ſtrain 
as thoſe. which ſhe had heard in the Gardens. 
I perceived that her head was ſo much turned 
that ſhe really thought me ſincere. A malicious 
fmile red in the face of Theofa, but I 
ſhould I thought quickly + ſpoil her mirth. She 
took care, however, in the mean time, to de- 
28 de 8. . of all his hopes at once. 
Whether ſhe ſuſpected the deſign which brought 
us to Saint Clou, and that he was the author 
of it; or whether ſhe was really averſe from 
his paſſion, which was indeed ſometimes trou- 
bleſome and impertinent; ſhe took the oppor- 
tunity, as he handed her out of the coach, to 
deſire him never to trouble her more with 
viſits which had always been diſagreeable to her, 
and which ſlie was fully determined never to 
admit of again; aſſuring him at the ſame time, 
that he was to look upon this as a final anſwer, 


and a laſt farewel. Mr. deS.... was in ſo” 


great a conſternation at what ſhe ſaid, that 
he had not reſolution enough to follow, or make 
M 2 her 
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me; and I was the more affected by them, as 
this conduct of Theoſa was ſo directly oppoſite 
to the natural ſweetneſs of her temper, that I 
could not ſuppoſe that ſhe would have been 
guilty of it, had ſhe not been hurried on by ſome 
violent paſſion in fayour of another. I was more 
charmed with the ſincerity of Mr. deS..... 
than with his perſon or eſtate ; and aſſuring him 
of my friendſhip, endeavoured to comfort him 
by all the arguments which are the uſual reſource 
of unſucceſsful Lovers. Viſit me, ſaid I, as often 
as you pleaſe. Tho' I ſhall not offer any vio- 
lence to 1 heofa's inclinations, yet I'll take care 
to convince her of her folly in lighting your 
aſſion; and if ſhe entertains any irregular de- 
ſires, ſhall ſoon, without doubt, be able to ex- 
tinguiſh, and make her aſhamed of them. © 
. Having been for ſome time generally con- 
fined to my chamber by an ill ſtate of health, 
J had ſeldom enjoyed the pleaſure of eating 
or converſing with my family. But the 
concern which carried me to Saint Clou, did 
not permit me to let the night paſs without 
opening my heart to Theofa. As cuſtom and 
familiarity had long ſince baniſhed all trouble- 
ſome ceremonies between us, I took the li- 
berty of going into her chamber about the time 
that I was told that ſhe deſigned to retire to it, 
and owned as ſoon as I ſaw her, that the oc- 
caſion of my coming was very ſerious and ex- 
traordinary. I knew not whether ſhe miſ- 
truſted the motive of my viſit, but obſerved 
that her countenance changed She heard me 
however with great attention. And W a 
9-4? eſire 
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deſire of thoroughly comprehending what Was 
ſaid before the made any anſwer, was one of 


her good qualities. 


I entered immediately upon the ſubject of my 
complaints. You know, ſaid I, the great 
zeal which you have diſcovered for living with 
me, and that you a thouſand times told me, 
that a love of virtue and retirement was the 
motive of it. Do you not find them here? 
Why then do you go to Saint Clou in queſt of 
pleaſures which are ſo repugnant to your prin- 
ciples? And what buſineſs can you, whoſe 0 
ments and morals ate ſo directly oppoſite to 
theirs, poſſibly have with Mr. and the 
Count ... . My affection for you would 
willingly impute any errors to your not be- 
ing thoroughly acquainted with our cuſtoms, 
and to the folly of a guide who forgets them, 
But what can I ſay of this excurtion, this 
great intimacy with two young men, whoſe 
way of thinking is fo very different from yours ? 
This diſregard of common decency gives me an 
uneaſineſs which I can no longer diſſemble. 
I turn'd away my eyes, in order to give her 
time to think of an anſwer; but ſhe did not 
make me wait long. I perceive, ſaid ſhe, the 
whole extent of your ſuſpicions, and the weak- 
neſs which I diſcovered at Leghorn is a ſufficient 
juſtification of them. And yet you do me a 
great injury, if you ſuppoſe that I ever ſwerved 
a moment from the paths of virtue, either at 
St. Clou, or at other places where you may 
have ſeen me. You have a thouſand times told 
me, continued ſhe, and I daily read the ſame 
things in the Books which you put into my 
e 5 M 3 | | hands, 
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hands, that we ought to bear with the weakneſs 
and follies of others, to be ſociable with thoſe 
with whom we live, and to look with indul- 
gence on the failings and paſſions of our friends. 
I act according to your inſtructions, and to. the 
maxims of the Authors which you dire& me to 
read, Looking very W upon me, I know 
you well, added ſhe, and that I run no riſk in 
truſting you with a ſecret. She whom you 
have given me for a Companion has ſome fail- 
ings, but I have all the reaſons in the world to 
wink at them. She is your Friend, and my 
Guide and Governeſs: Was it not my duty to 
pleaſe and obey her? | #4443 +54 
Leſs than this would have been ſufficient to 
have filenced my reproaches. I repented of 
having been fo free of them, and thought T'ſaw 
into the bottom of this myſtery, The Count 
was in love with Theofa; Mr. de... . pre- 
tended to be in love with the Widow, in order 
to ſerve his friend; and Theofa liſtened to the 
courtſhip of the count out of complaiſance to 
her Governeſs. What an heap of illuſions! T 
felt all my reſpect and eſteem for Theofa revive 
again, and imagined that I ſaw her virtues and 
perfeCtions ſhine with all their former glory and 
brightneſs. My infirmities made me credulous, 
and I embraced her with great tenderneſs. You 
have juſt grounds, ſaid I, to complain of me 
for giving you ſo blind a guide. I myſelf have 
been a witneſs of her unparallell'd extravagance 
and folly, which muſt neceſſarily have been a 
perpetual conſtraint and uneaſineſs to you. I 
only wanted to be ſatisfied of your diſpoſitions, 
to do you all the juſtice you deſerve. To- 
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morrow you ſhall be free from this troubleſome 
Governeſs, and Ill endeavour to find you a 
more ſuitable Companion. mee 
It was late. I was in my night-gown, and 
Theofa, in my eyes, ſtill poſſeſſed the all- con- 
quering charms which had formerly made ſuch 
deep impreſſions on my heart. Her great good- 
neſs and prudence in humouring and concealing 
the frailties of her Governeſs, diſturbed ſome 
ſleeping embers of a flame which I thought en- 
tirely extinguiſhed, or ſuppoſed at leaſt that a 
continued ſeries of diſorders, and the maturity 
of my judgment, would never ſuffer it to brea 
out again. I was, however; in too weak a 
condition to feel my former turbulent defires ; 
but my jealouſy, which, of all the 'foibles of 
love, was that perhaps which leaſt became-me, 
raged again with the ſame fury as at Conftanti- 
nople. As ſoon as I was in bed, I began to 
wonder how it had been poſſible for me to wax 
cool and indifferent with regard to ſo charming 
an object, and to be ſorry that I had made no 
better an uſe of all my opportunities of winning 
her affections. Have I brought her into France, 
faid I, that ſome other bold Adventurer may 
reap the fruits which I might infallibly have ob- 
tained by a little more affiduity and zeal. In 
ſhort, if my ſenſes were not as mutinous now 
as formerly, they were as much ſo as my ill 
health would allow them to be. : 
In this condition I was not very unreaſonable. 
with regard to the favours which I defired of 
Theofa, To be frequently in my chamber, to 
which uy pains and diſeafes ſometimes confined 
me in my bed for whole weeks together, was 
Lo 5 xbdind M + the 
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the only one which I propoſed to aſk. The 
Lady whom I deſigned for her new companion, 
had good - nature and prudence enough to confine 
"Herſelf. to the company of a Valetudinarian, 
without any apparent conſtraint or reluctance. 
The pleaſure which the very idea of this ſcheme 
gave me, compoſed me to reſt, and I flept very 
_ quietly all the remainder of the night. But the 
next morning Theofa deſiring leave to wait on 
me in my chamber, made a propoſition which 
diſconcerted all my meaſures. She was fo af- 
fected with my reproaches, or ſo piqued about 
the adventure of St. Clou, that ſhe was quite 
out of humour with all her diverſions, and her 
preſent. way of life, and defired my permiffion 
to retire to a Convent. As the pleaſure of your 
company, faid ſhe in a very obliging manner, 
was the only motive of my deſiring to live with 
you, and as I am continually deprived of that 
by your ill health, what buſineſs have I in the 
noiſe and hurry of ſuch a City as Paris? I am 
- perpetually wearied with the flatteries and im- 
portunities of men, and have no reliſh of any 
of their faſhionable amuſements. I deſign there- 
fore to lead the ſame ſort of life which I did 
at Oru, and of all the places which I have ſeen 
in this part of the world, I know none that is 
ſo ſuitable to my inclinations as a Cloiſter. 
As an explication of my deſign was the beſt 
anſwer which I could make to this requeſt, I 
told her that ſhe ſhould find in my houſe all the 
advantages which ſhe hoped for in a Convent. 
I ſhall, ſaid I, be greatly charmed with having 
you perpetually near me, and to ſee you employ 
- Yourſelf in my apartment in reading, painting, 
—_ | 2 chatting, 
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chatting, and diverting: yourſelf, with your new 


companion. In ſhort, as J offered her full 
liberty to purſue all the amuſements which ſhe 
ſeemed to wiſhed for, I did not at all doubt but 


that. ſhe would readily embrace my propoſal. 
But inſiſting upon her reſolution of retiring, to a 


Convent, ſhe renewed her intreaties to obtain 
my conſent. The pleaſure of my company, of 
which ſhe had told me that ſhe was deprived by 
my continual infirmities, was, I thought, the 
firſt thing which would affect her, and nothing 
lese Pant ſo much as to obſerve that this was 
a motive which ſhe ſeemed to have intirely for- 
gotten. I took care, however, to remind her. 
of it; but ſhe only made me ſome compliments 
and excuſes, and then continued to ſpeak of a 
Cloiſter as the only place which could for the 
future have any charm for her. I was ſo much 
mortified and provoked by her indifference, 
that I told her with ſome warmth, that I did 
nat approve her ſcheme, and abſolutely inſiſted, 


if ſhe. had not "loſt all regard for me, on her 


never mentioning it more. I at the ſame time 
ordered the perſon whom I deſigned for her Com- 
panion to be ſent for, having informed her of 
the affair the night before by a letter. She was 


the, widow of a Gentleman who, belonged. to 


the Law, and having but a ſmall ſubſiſtance, 
was very glad to accept of an offer from which 


ſhe hoped for ſeveral advantages.” She lived in 


the, neighbourhood, and came immediately. I 
ave her a more particular account of the ſer- 
vices which I expected from her, and let her 


know ſhe would greatly oblige me by making 
herſelf agreeable to to her Companion, T heofa 
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ſubmitted to tay defires without repining, and 
they ſoon contrafted à friendſhip for each other. 
The enchanting converſation of my dear 
Greek was the only charm T uſed to ſooth the 
anguiſh of my my pains. I took nothing from 
any other hand. I ſpoke but to her, nor heeded 
aught but her anſwers. In the moſt cruel at- 
tacks of a malady to which I was condemned 
for the reſt of my life, I received ſome comfort 
from the leaſt of her tender carey, and found my 
tortures ſometimes interrupted by delightful 
intervals of pleaſure, She ſeem'd concerned at 
my ſituation, and never to be weary of attend- 
ing me. But J obliged, her however, though, I 
often found it very" difficult” to' prevail on her 
to leave me, to ſpend ſome hours'every day at 
ne of public amuſement, or in walking with 
er Companion. She was never long abſent, 
nor ever thought that ſhe could return too ſoon. 
Her former Goyerneß, who was diſguſted at 
being diſcharged froni her Office, diſturbed this 
agreeable calm, by raiſing de in my 
mind which T have never been a 


* 


le to clear up. 


Whether they were well grounded or not, let 


the Reader judge; fof to him I now abſolutely 
ſubmit my own cauſe, and all the dark and doubt- 
ful parts of Theofa's character and conduct. 

Her late Governeſs was very free and un- 
reſerved in her accuſations. After bewailing 
the unhappy ſituation which hindered me from 


* "obſerving what paſſed in my houſe, ſhe told me 


very plainly that the Count of... viſited 
The a continually, and that he had lately pre- 
vaſled on her to return his paſſion, though he 
had never been able to accompliſh it whilſt ſhe 
117 1 was 


The Fair Greek. 275 
was under her care. And the added, before 
ſhe gave me time to recover from my ſurprize, - 
that the two Lovers had continual interviews in 
Theofa's apartment, and that ſhe evidently re- 
| ceived her Gallant in her arms every night after 
At the time of her doing me this ill office 
Theofa was luckily abſent. I ſhould not have 
been able to have concealed the violent ſhock 
it gave me, and affairs of this nature are not 
unravelled and cleared up without the utmoſt 
ſecrecy and precaution. My firſt refletions; 
however, wete favourable to Theofa. I recol- 
lected all her ſteps, ſince ſhe had conſented to 
live in my preſence almoſt perpetually. Ex- 
cepting the time which I obliged her to ſpend int 
exerciſe or diverſions, ſhe was hardly ever a 
quarter of an hour together out of my chamber. 
And did ſhe grant fo little a while to love? Or 
was her paſſion always capable of the ſame mode- 
ration? She never left me till it was very late 
in che night, and her looks and ſpirits in the 
morning were always freſh and lively. And 


were theſe any ſymptoms of having paſſed het 
hours of abſence in the arms of a paſhonate 
Lover * © And then was not her prudence, her 
modeſty and chearfulneſs the tame? In ſhort, 
knew the levity and imprudence of her Ac- 
cuſet, and did not doubt but that ſhe was/ſuffi- 
ciently mortified at the diſpleaſure which I had 
ſhowed at her conduct, to endeavour to revenge 
herſelf upon me, Theofa, or the perſon whom 
I had ſubſtituted in her room. 9425 
As ſhe continued to live in my family, and 
Was very defirous that ſhe ſhould not communi- 
axes 2888 cate 
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eate this affair to any body elſe ; I told her that 
imputations of this kind ſhould not be looked 
upon as true till they had been confirmed by 
unqueſtionable proofs, and that they ſhould by 
all means be kept ſecret, as well for my honour 
as for that of the young Greek. If you divulge 
this affair therefore to any perſon whatever, I 
Thall certainly become your moſt implacable 
enemy; and if you do not ſoon convince me of 
the truth of it by undeniable evidence, ſhall 
harbour a very mean opinion of you for the 
future. We parted very little ſatisfied with 
"Each other. She was diſpleaſed that her accu- 
ſations were not intirely credited, and I obſerv'd 
an heat and rancour in them, which could not 
Raced from a deſire of obliging me. 

The conſtraint in which theſe doubts oblig'd 
me to live with Theofa, made me think two 
days an age of pain and torture. The third 
night, about half an hour after Theofa had 
left me to retire to reſt, her Accuſer came into 

my chamber, and told me in a whiſper, that 1 
might now ſurprize her in the company of her 
Gallant. I made her ſeveral times repeat what 
I could not eaſily credit, but ſhe was ſo circum- 
ſtantial in her relation, that I could not help 
believing it. 

I was in bed, and being opp refs'd with all 
my uſual load of diſorders, found ſome diffi- 
Ko to riſe. The precautions which I was 
obliged to uſe to conceal my ſuſpicions from 
my 8 took up ſome time, and my re- 
luctance and fears occaſioned ſome farther delay. 
I reſolved, however, to go to Theofa's apart- | 
ment, We had only one candle, and that 


Madam, 
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before we e, to the door, 175 ſome time 
was ſpent in lighting it again. I fear, ſaid m 

e 2 as 12 returned, that the . 
— taken this opportunity to eſcape... And yet 
the door, added ſhe, could not be opened and 
ſhut again without ſome . noiſe, ; I trembled, 
and was 1n great confuſion. We wrapped at 
the door of her anti-chamber, and after we 
had waited a few moments, it was opened by 
Theofa's woman, who was greatly ſurprized to 
ſee me there at ſo late an hour. 

Ils ſhe alone? Is ſhe in bed? and ſeveral 
others of the like kind, were the firſt queſtions 
which I aſked, with, the utmoſt eagerneſs. and 
impatience. Her Accuſer would have ruſhed 
rudely into her chamber, but I detained her. 
As this is the only door, ſaid I, it is impoſſible 


for any body to eſcape without being ſeen; and 


if Theofa is innocent, I ſhould never. forgive 
your doing her ſo great an injury. Her Woman 
aſſured me that her Miſtreſs had been for ſome 
time in bed, and was already faſt. aſleep; but 
the noiſe which we made, was ſufficient to wake 
her. We heard ſomething. move, which in- 
creaſed the impatience of Madam de. . ., and 
I followed her to the door of Theofa s room. 
She had called her woman, and receiving no 
anſwer, was got out of bed; and being di- 
rected by her fears, opened ber door, to ke 
what was the matter in her anti · chamber, 
She appeared in a very thin 9 
which it required no long time to ſlip on; 3. and 
I was not at all 1. to ſee a light in her 


80 becauſe I knew that ſhe uſually. had 


ONCE. 
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one. But then ſhe was up, and I had been 
aſſuted that ſhe was aſteep. | Beſides,” Her con- 
Fuſion and fears wefe, I thought, too great to 
be attributed only to her ſurprize at ſeeing me 
there. In: ſhort, as I was prepoſſeſſed by the 
imputations of her Accuſer, the leaſt diforders 
which I ſaw in her chamber were ſo many foot- 
ſteps of her Gallant, and undoubted proofs of 
the irregularities with which ſhe was reproached. 
She trembled, and aſked me what brought me 
thither at ſo late an hour. Nothing, faid I, in 
a more abrupt manner than I ever uſed to ſpeak 
to her ; and looking around me, continued to 
obſerve every thing 'which might ſerve to clear 
up my ſuſpicions. Her chamber was ſo little 
incumbered that nothing could be hid from my 
view. I fearched- her cloſet, and peeped under 
her bed. And in ſhort, having examined every 
place that looked the leaſt ſuſpicious, I retired 
without ſaying another word, tho' Theofa, 
during the ſurprize of this ſcene, had aſked me 
ſeveral queſtions concerning the occaſion of it. 
If I was tortured with indignation and refent- 
ment when I came, a fear of having injur'd the 
beautiful Theofa, afflicted me as much at my re- 
turn. The Informer had remained all this while 
as a guard in the Anti-chamber. Come along, 
faid I, in an angry tone; your groundleſs fuſ- 
picions have covered me with- grief and ſhame. 
She ſeemed to be in as great a conſternation as 
I, and proteſted, as ſhe went along, that the 
Count muft certainly have made his eſcape, 
ſinee ſhe was very poſitive that ſhe ſaw him 
come up ſtairs, and go into Theofa's apart- 
ment. F 


Having 
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of à woman whom, L en, e 
lin * untrüth, or th 1 own eyes, 
Slog had diſcovered non in Theofa's cham- 
ber, I was. quite oppreſſed with confuſion and 
terror, and reſolved to LA immediately to bed, 
in order to retoyer my 

Which t theſe doubts and ee Ke 
given me. But tlie remembr nce of the ter- 
zible diſorder in, which 1 J le T fa, and a 
thouſand pleas which my heart 8 71 in her 
favour, induced me ta ſend one of my ſervants 
to intteat her not to be uneaſy. I reproached 


myſelf with my ſilenee ſuppoſing | that ſhe 1125 


draw unlucky con uſt ions from it: And if 
was innocent, what impreffions T's Rhee ck 
make on her heart and mind? My ſervant t 


that ſhe was all bath'd in 18 and that ſi 8 


and complaints of the wretchedneſs of her con- 


ET. 


dition, were the only anſwer which ſhe return'd 


to the compliment I made her. 1. was fo af- | 
fected with her ſorrows, that I ſhould. imme- 
diately have went back with a view of, relieving 
them, had I liſtened only to pity; but, the 
doubts which perplexed my mind, or rather, 


the almoſt indubitable proofs, which deprived 
me of all hopes of findin h 
tain'd me, whether I would or not, and made 


me the victim all the night long of grief. and 


e 


to comfort her in her affliction, as to 
her a conſeſſion of the diſorders of which ſhe 
was accuſed. The Knowledge which a lang 


familiarity with her had given me of her temper, 
made 
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reſolved to viſit her in the morning, as well | 
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made me. hope. that I ſhould ſoon be able. to find 
out the ind, and if I ſhould 'be _ obliged to 
withdraw my eſteem, I efl gned at leaſt to hide 
| Her errors and diſgrace from he perſon who had 
accuſed her. I had the ſame view in being 
filent durin the ſearches which I made in the 
evening. I did wor. to be reproached with 
wilful lindneſs, f ſhould” not have ſpared 
Theofa, had 1 been fe ſo unhappy as to have found 
her with the Count; but my fears having been 
always balanced dy ſome remains of hope, T 
reſolved to embrace all opportunities to induce 
her Governefs to diſmiſs her ſuſpicions; and 
nothing ſurprized me ſo much, as to hear her 
inſiſt on the evidence of her own eyes, when 
I was going to upbraid her with not having 
ſufficient grounds for her accuſations. 
© TI was getting ready to go to Theofa, when 
I was told that ſhe was coming into my apart- 
ment, and was pleaſed. with her making the firſt 
advances. The care which ſhe had taken to 
compoſe her countenance, did not hinder me 
from obſerving. the traces of her tears. Her 
eyes were dejected, and the did not venture for 
ſome time to turn them upon me. How, 
Theofa ! faid I, has it been poſſible for you to 
forget your virtuous principles ? Have you re- 
nounced your prudence and modeſty, which 
pays always endeared you to me more than 
bur beauty Heavens! Gallants all night! 
was not ſo wretched as to ſurprize you with 
the Count of.. . „ but he was ſeen. to go into 
your ahamber; and this was not the fir time 
of his being indulged in ſuch favours. I ob- 
ſerved her with great attention, that I might 


gain 
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gain information from every look, and the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtances of her behaviour. She 
wept, ſhe ſobb'd, her voice was drowned in 
tears; and perceiving nothing which might aid 
my inquiries, I was almoſt as much moved by 
my impatience as ſhe was by her paſſions. Re- 
covering her ſpeech at laſt; Seen to gb into my 
chamber! cried ſhe. Who ſaw him? Who 
dares bring ſo horrid an aecuſation againſt me? 
It is Madam de. , . . without doubt, added ſhe, 
naming her former Governeſs; but if her malice 
is to be credited, it is to no purpoſe for me to 
attempt to juſtify herſelft. 
I was ſtartled at this language, becauſe it was 
a plain proof that Theofa gueſs d at the ſubject 
of my complaints, and that ſhe knew that this 
woman had formed reſolutions to her prejudice, 
Hear me, ſaid I, interrupting her, I own that 
it was Madam de.... who faw the Count. 
Have I any reaſon to miſtruſt her evidence? But 
if you have any arguments to take off its force, 
pray let me hear them. This requeſt encou- 
raged her to tell me, that Mr. de ..,. had 
diſcontinued his addreſſes to this Lady as ſoon 
as ſhe was removed from being her Governels, 
and that he had ſent a very uncivil anſwer to a 
Letter, in which ſhe told him that he might viſit 
Her as uſual, notwithſtanding ſome alterations, 
in which ſhe was little concerned. He had in- 
formed her that the Comedy was now at an end, 
ſince the reaſons he had for playing it ceaſed as 
ſoon as the alteration which ſhe mentioned took 
place. Being convinced by this declaration of 
the mortify ing part which ſhe had acted, and 


, 


perſuaded that Theofa, was happier in her 
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amour, ſhe was ſpurred on by a thirſt of re- 
venge, to take all methods to procure ſome 
- proofs againſt her. I have not been ignorant, 
ſaid Theofa, of her artifice and ſnares, and 
know that I have been conſtantly watched 
wherever I went. And now, it ſeems, her ma- 
lice ſuppoſes that I entertain the Count in the 
night. What offers has ſhe not made to bribe 
my woman ? Two days ſince ſhe intercepted 
a Letter of the Count, threatned to inform 
you of it, and was vexed to the heart that it 
was not in her power to pick out a ſingle 
expreſſion, from which” ſhe could wring an 


il meanir 
1 did not doubt; added Theofs, -when'I 


aw you in my chainber, but that her accu- 
fations had brought you thither. And your 
preſence, or libs my deſpair to find you ſo 
readily liſten to my enemy, threw me into the 
conſternation in which you beheld me. I 
come now to conjure you to deliver me from 
ſo cruel a perſecution. ' She ſhed a torrent of 
tears, and falling on her knees by my bed- 
ſide, earneſtly beſought me to grant what TI 
had refuſed her before. A Convent, ſaid ſhe, 
with à voice almoſt ſtifled with tears, a Con- 
vent is the only place which remains for me, 
and the only one I defire. 

I know not what anfwer I ſhould have made 
her; for tho 1 was moved by her tears, and 
convinced by her defence, yet I could not 
look upon her Accufer as the moſt wicked and 
deteſtable of women. While I was in theſe 
doubts,” and could get no information from 


hs xefletions which I made, 6— 
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and in comes Madam de . „ that is, 40 


ſay, Theofa's , enemy, mine perhaps, and thi 
ſource” of all our uneafineſs, I had nat 12 
e 


was to expect more 


light or obſcurity from this viſit. She could 


not be ignorant that Theofa was in my apart 
mene; and apprehending leſt, me ſhould regain 
all my former confidence, ſhe undoubtedly came 
thither, 'to attack her, or , to defend herſelf. 


She accordingly began by treating her with 


1 little ceremony, Her reproaches were fo: 
rude and ſevere, that Theofa, whether inno-, 


cent or guilty, not being able to ſtem ſuch a. 
torrent of outrage, fainted away, and it was 
a long while before ſhe could be brought to 


herſelf again. The Governeſs renewed her 
S her 


accuſations with freſh warmth, and all the; - 


conviction 1 received from this ſhocking dif- 


pute was, that one was as obſtinate and po»; 
ſitive in affirming that ſhe had ſeen the Count, 


of . .. go. into the apartment where we had, 
looked for him, as the other was in mains; | 


8 | 
taining, that 
rible calumny. ine eine 

This ſhocking ſcene was more painful to me 


o 


than to her. In ſhort, being diſtracted with a 
thouſand doubts which I could not clear up, 


and not being able to think ill of the vera- 
city of Madam de . ..., nor to hate or 


deſpiſe Theofa, I commanded them both to be 


ſilent, and to bury in eternal oblivion an in- 
cident which they could never xecollect with-. 


out the utmoſt horror, You muſt not leave 


me, ſaid I to Theofa, but be ſo circumſpect 


in your conduct for the future, as to defy. all. 
ſuſpicions 


Cy 


. The Fair Greek. 
ſuſpicions. And you, Madam de ſhall 
continue to'live in my family ; but when you 


bring” any more accuſations'of which you. have 


no better proofs, I ſhall not entertain you a 
moment longer 
neroſity, F hud a 4 to threaten ker 


is manne. 
The ſatisfaction: Which I eswe FIG 


Theofa after this ſtrange affair, was only that 


of her company, The violence of my maladies, 
and perhaps the impreſſions of ſo 1 

ſcene, had inſenſibly cured me of all my ſymp- 
toms of love. If ſhe had any other amours, no 
account of them ever reached the place to which 


my infirmities quickly made me retreat, and the 


Public muſt expect an Hiſtory of them only 
from her Gallants. My family, and all my 


friends who viſited me in my retirement, took 
ſo much care to conceal her death from me, 


that I did not even ſo much as hear of it till 
ſeveral months aſter it happened. It was im- 


mediately after this fatal news, that I reſolved 
to commit to writing every thing which was 
common to my Hiſtory and that of this ami- 
able 1 K and to leave the Public to judge 


whether ' I have made an ill choice of the 
_— of * love and eſtem. 


las % 1 


As ſhe ſubſiſted only on my 


ocking a 


4 


as. 
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Malls Works of nis late Exculchs 
Matthew Prior, Eſq; conſiſting of poem 


epigrams, Cc. with ſome ſelect Latin perform- 
ances, now firſt publiſhed from his original 
manuſcripts, reviſed by himſelf, and copied fait 


for the pee Mr. Adrian Brin, his | execus. 
ory of his own n in ne | 


tor, with the 
vol. as, 

The Muſes Library; ; or; a Genen of En 110 
. containing the lives and characters of all 
the known writers; the names of their Patrons ; 


complete epiſodes by way of ſpecimen of the 


larger pieces, very near the entire works of ſome, 


large quotations from others; being a ge- 
neral collection of almoſt all the old valuable 
poetry extant, now fo induſtriouſly inquired 
after, though rarely to be found, bur in the 
ſtudies of the curious, and affording entertain« 
ment on all ſubjects, philoſophical; hiſtorical, 


moral, ſatyrcal, allegorical, critical, heroick, 


paſtoral, gallant, courtly, and ſublime, 5 8. 
The Wile and Ingenious Companion, French 
and Engliſb; being a collection of the wiſe fay- 
ings, noble ſentiments, witty repartees, jeſts, and 
pleaſant adventures of the illuſtrious perſons, 
both antient and modern, by Mr. Beyer, author 
of the Royal Dictionary. The fifth edition; 
carefully reviſed and corrected, 28. 6d. 
Spectacle de la Nature; or Nature Diſplay'd, 
illuſtrated with above one hundred n plates, 
in ſeven vol. 21, 28. | 
A new 


facing St. Magna TR Lene -Driagy. R. 


on ſeveral occaſions, vi. epiſtles, tales, Karen 


- 
- 
tos} „% c 0 er retro nn” —— n — cos 
. l - 


Books printed for Jawts Hopes, 5 


12 A. new Exgliſ Dictionary, calculated for ihe 
uſe and improvement of ſuch as are. uainted 
with the learned languages, wherein the diffi- 
cult. words made uſe of in algebra,. anatomy, 
architecture, arithmetick, aſtronomy, . batany, 
chymiſtry, divinity, gardening, grammar, hawk- 
ing, heraldry, hiſtory,” horſemanſhip,, hunting, 
huſbandry, law, logick, mathematicks, mecha- 
nicks, military affairs, muſick, navigation, 

painting, poetry, rhetorick, ſculpture, ſurgery, 
| 6h Sc. are fully explained. To which is pre- 

xed, an introduction, being inſtitutions of lan- 
guage; containing a phyſico-grammatical eſſay 
on the propriety and rationale of the: "Buokh 
tongue. Deduced from a general idea of the 
nature and. neceſlity of ſpeech for human focnety z 
a. particular view of the genius and uſage; of the 
Original mother tongues, the Hebrew, i Greek, 
Latin, and Teutanick, with their reſpective 
idioms; the Halian, Franc, Spaniſh, Saxon, and 
German, ſo far as they have relation to the Eng- 
i tongue, and have contributed to its com- 
lition. By Beny. Martin, author of the Philo- 
ical Library of Literary Arts and Sciences, 6s, 

© Hudibraſs, in three parts, written in the time 
of the late wars; corrected and amended, with 
large annotations and a preface; By Zachary 

Grey, L. L. D. adorned with a new ſet ven 
in two vols. 148. " 

The Laboratory, or School of Arts: in wh 
are faithfully exhibited and uſefully explained. 

1. A variety of eurious and valuable experiments 
in refining, calcining, melting, aſſaying, caſt- 
ing, allaying and toughtning of gold; with 
ſeveral other curioſities mans to gold and 


ſilver. 


of 6 os as 
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ſilver. 2. Choice ſecrets for jewellers in the 


management of gold; in enamelling and the 


preparation of enamel colours, with the art of 


copying precious ſtones; and preparing colours 25 
for doublets, of colouring foyles for jewels, to- 
gether with other rare ſecrets. 3. Several un- 


common experiments for caſting in ſilver, copper, 
braſs, tin, ſteel, and other metals; likewiſe in 
wax, plaiſter of Paris, horn, and with the 


management of the reſpective moulds. 4. The. 
art of making glaſs : exhibiting ' withal the art 


of painting, and ' making preparations ' upon 
glaſs; and of laying thereon gold or filver; 
together with the method of preparing the colours 
for potters work or delft ware. 5. A collection 
of very valuable ſecrets, for the uſe of cutlers, 
pewterers, braziers, joiners, turners, japanners, 


bookbinders, diſtillers, lapidaries, limners, &c, 


6. A diſſertation on the nature and growth of 
ſaltpetre; alſo ſeveral other choice and uncom= 
mon experiments : the ſecond edition, to which 


is added, an appendix, teaching, 1 The art and 7 
management of dying ſilk, . worfted, 'cottons, ©. 


Sc. in various colours. 2. The art of preparing 


rockets, crackers, fire-globes, ſtars, ſparks, c. 

for recreative fire-works. Tranflated from the 

High Dutch, illuſtrated with copper plates, 56. 
Phitological. 


Bibliotheca Fechnologica: or a 
Library of Literary Arts and Sciences, viz. 


theology, ethicks or morality, chriſtianity, ju- 


daiſm, mahometaniſm, gentiliſm, mythology, 
grammar and language, rhetorick and oratory, 


logic, ontology, ' poetry, criticiſm,” geography, 


chrono'ogy, hiſtory, phiſiology, botany, ana 


tomy, pharmacy, me licine, polity, and ec: 


nomies, 
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8 nomies, juriſprudence, heraldry and miſcella- 
nies; the third edition; with an alphabetical 
index of the principal matters, by Benjamin 
Martin, 6s. 
The Gentleman inſtructed in the Conduct 
of a virtuous and happy life, in three parts; 
written for the inſtruction of a young nobleman: 
0 2 which is added, A. Word to the Ladies, 
by way of ſupplement to tlie fuſt part; the 
og edition. 5 s. 
5 Epiſtolæ Ho=——Eliane : Familiar Letters, 
< Domeſtick and Foreign, divided int6 four books ; 
'partly. hiſtorical, political, and philoſophical, 
upon emergent occaſions. By James Howell Eſq; 
one of the clerks of her late majeſty's "moſt 
| honourable , privy. council. The tenth edition, 
very much corrected, Ut davis ae fic for 
et Gi Bois * 58. 
Ihe Lady's Library, in 3 vol. written by 
It Jady, p en by Sir Richard Steel, the fth 
„ Eater, 9s. | 
Hlkiſtories and novels x written by the late i inge 
| nious Mrs. Behn, in 2 vol. 5 8. 
Mogul Tales; or, Dreams of Men © ITY 
S *T ranſlated from the French of the celebrated M. 
- Guelete, author of the Chineſe Tales, in 2 vol. 58. 
V,pother Gooſe's Hiſtory and Tales of paſt 
Time, with Morals in Exgliſb, 1 5. 6 d. Alfo 
the ſame in French and Engliſh, for the uſe of 
| ſebooks 28. 6d. 
The Buſy Body, or Succeſsful Spy; being the 
entertaining hiſtory of Monſ. Bigand. Inter- 
Fred with ſeveral-bumgurous ſtories, and con- 
taining great vgriety dg adventures, equally 1 in: 
3 Wen pl. 5s. 
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